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Prefaoe 


At the outset, I want to state that it 
on ay part to think that in writing GALLERIES 


would he prosunptuous 

OF MEilORY I 

value* The story 
of many immigrants of tho 


am 


contributing to tho world something of lltorary 
of my life runs parallel with that 

CO 1 s and 90*s of the last century* 


Amorioa than, more than any 
other land, attracted Europeans, especially Germans, 


Austrians, 


Irish and Italians* 


I was one of the 
opportunity in their homeland. 

groat and alluring, but did not 


many small town boys who saw little or no 

The abundance in the Kew V. 
always measure up to tho 


orld 


was 


air castles built in the minds of 
A cartoon of that time showed 


adventurous young explorers. 

an immigrant. Just off the ship. 
Licking away a gold ooin lying on the sidewalk, 


remarking, "Can't 

up now. 

of long compulsory 


you wait till I've rested up? 

Ihore was in all of Europo tho matter 

military service and 


I won't stoop to pick you 


II 


a continuous threat of 


war. 


7 story is neither unique 
resemble the Horatio Alger type, but it has 
to set down oortain faots that all t 
families because they were 
no to moot folks who oould not 
name of a parent's birthplaoe. 

I know that some of 
pationoo, browse through these 


nor sensational, nor doos it 

given mo an opportunity 
oo often are forgotten in 


never reoordod. it has always annoyed 
pronounce or even remember the 


u 


my children and grandohildren will. 

It is not my intention to 


wi th 




pagea. 

































develop in them 

I have told them will give them 
increased strength In their 

disappointments, then I shall not have 

For my many sins, I ask forgiveness. 




a spirit of anoestry worship. But if anything 

a dearer vision in thoir doubts. 












purposes and more comfort in their 




written in vain. 




May the reader find 

it in his heart to give me the benefit of the doubt in 








woighing 

moro inspired impulsos. 






ny demerits against the aots done under 














V/e who v;i tuoea 


so muoh meohanioal and conventional 
demonstration of sentiment that should be 

parrot-like 




« 




too sacred to be uttorod 

expression of 

dearie-darling-honoy 

oan bo road and felt 

my boloved family, also tho 










* may beoomo too reserved in the verbal 








own feelings. 




our 


If I havo avoided the 
v/ay, I trust that in or between my lines 
the great affeotion that I boar 
° A gratitude that I owe to it, 

country, and to the good Lord who has 






II 










debt 








as well as to my many friends, 

implanted within 
















cio a 






oapacity for love of mankind, a paosion for right 
of responsibility to the world. 


, and a sense 
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April 23, 1946 




Edmond Uhry 
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CHAPTER Ii MY BIRTH 






"It’s another boyl" 

in tho fow preooding years had 
older brothers. 


oallod Lisotto tho midwife. 


who 




attended tho arrival of 


throe 


It was five ©‘clook on 
the twenty-third day of April 


a Thursday afternoon, 


* 1374, at Ingwoiler (Elsass) 


orlngwiller (Bas-Rhin) before 1871 


and after Hovember 1913. 
a town of about twenty-two 


Those who have lived in 


hundred 


eoulo, whero Thursday 
wore brought in from the 

who at the 


was the weekly market day. when products 
neighboring farms, mostly by woman 


same timo took home with them the 
required, know the hustle 


things they 

and exoitement of that day. 


Thursday was 

to release the ohildren for home 


a eohool holiday, probably inaugurated 




assistanoe. 


Thursday, the 

and of 

son of the Ohrya had to 


day when preparations 

% 

all tho days of tho 
make his entranoe thenl 


were started for the Sabbath; 
week, tho fourth 


If there wore 


any ill feelings, they 
pretty name for the 

Following traditional rule. 


ware soon forgotten as the choice of 
baby" would indloate. 


M 




it was 


necessary to go baok for 


W Hebrew aamo to that of ay pateraal 


groat-great-grandfathor, Pheibua, 


or Feiss, or Schraok, 


meaning 
names. 


light." 


ti 


My mother. 


apparently a stickler for pretty 

Fernand, Felix, 


refused tho proposed Ferdinand, 


and chose 

meaning "defender of happinoss"). 


Edmond (this from the Greek, 
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Howover, for all ritual purposes, it was Phoibuo. 

The family then lived in the upper part of 1L arzo 
Zlichel's, a house built on the edge of the "Graben," 

driod up moat that in earlier oenturiea was a part of tho 
town's defenses* 










tho 
















I 




In the 15th Century this land was tho property of tho 
Grafen von Hanau-Liohtenberg, with thoir main seat at Liohtcn- 
borg, in the strongly fortified oaatlo there, 
tho fortress still exist. 








The ruins of 

In ny youth, this was tho goal for 
school excursions as well as a point of interest for tourists 












attraotod by the sagas of romance, strife and horror connected 
with them. One of the sensational spots in the crumbling, 
oft-bombarded fortress was the dungeon where one of the rulers 
incarcerated his contending brother, to subsist on dry bread 






















to bo moistened only by the water that seeped through tho roclcy 
walls, until he‘finally died of starvation. 






* 






As a warning to 

future pretenders, the history and scenes of agony were chiselled 










in the walls. 
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undo* lxia brother, and two sona of eaoh* comprised a pros- 
paroua firm of oattle dealers. 

The plaoe attraoted me beoauoo there was a cousin of 
my own age there, who initiated mo In the performance of the 
chorea around these stockyards, as well aa the work connected 








with tho clovor fields and meadows, from the cutting of their 
products to the storing of them as hay. 

always arranged so I would bo on hand for tho "Kerneos Festival 
in tho neighboring olty of V/asselonne# 










These vacations wore 
















This throo-day event, 
with its alluring array of candies, Lebkuohon, oolorful novel- 




ties, oarousels, shooting-galleries, dance-halls, would 
most of the ten marks ($2.50) that I had received as traveling 

On my return home, usually penniless, an accounting 
had to be given, and I was always branded a reokloss spendthrift. 

The Bauers had a daughter Ernestine, married to 
Edmond Oury of St. Die, a second cousin; also three sons, 

Abraham, Edgard, and Emile. 

Father's other sister was Leah, called Lina, 
was married to Benjamin Levi, who taught school in our native 
town and later at Obernai, a larger city, near Solestat in 

Aunt Lina was a philosopher, alert, well educated, 

frank and couragoous in her views and aotions, and the v-holo 
family, all but one, sought and followed her advice in moat 

She olaahod most frequently with her younger brother, 
who boro great resomblanoe to her physically and spiritually 


consuao 




expense. 




















She 
















Alcaco. 
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things. 
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Thoy both called a spade a spade, and each other - 

knows whatJ 

vividly the excursions 
the woll known convent 


- Lord 


I spont several vaoationo at Obernal 


and recall 


we made from there to Odilionborg 
on Its thickly wooded summit. 

Of the three 


and 


Later 


the Lovi family moved to Strasbourg, 
oldest, Fernand, 


cons, the 
a pharaaolst at noarby Blcchwiller; 


was 

Occur and Gaston built 
and upholsterers* supply busl 


up a very large cotton goods, linen 

at Strasbourg. 


ness 


Fernand, 




bachelor, died in his late fifties. 


His brothers had to 


evacuate Strasbourg with the approach of 
1940, and no I 


the Fazi hordes in 
am writing this, Oscar is, alas, among the 


many missing French Jews that 


were deported in January 1943, 

was a teachor and 


Father’s younger brother, Isaac, 


had a position at the Iyoee at Bordeaux 


# whore ho sorvefi. 

over fifty years. He was an officer of the Legion of 


Honor, 


and was otherwise honored by hi 


s government for distinguished 
servioos. I renembor him best by his beautiful 


handwriting 
were stored in our garret. 


and the interesting letters that 
He also madea deep impression 
large barrel of Bordeaux wine. 


me by his annual gift of 
He had four son 3 — Albert, 






Fernand, Edmond, and Kelson. 

Paris on my first return visit in 1899. 


I met Fernand and Edmond 


in 


The elder, Fernand, 

part in the designing of 

, erected for the Paris Exposition 
of 1900. Edmond was a lieutenant in the Frenoh 


was then a young architect who took 
the Palais de 1*Industrie 


army, graduate 



























of St. Cyr (the Frenoh West Point). 




He resigned his post 






in resentment of the bigotry of Franco in oppoaiig the 










reopening of the Dreyfus oase in 1899. 


I never know their 










parents. 










Father*s youngest brother, Eugene Wolf Uhry, 




young nan of adventure who saw the world and in early middle 






age was willing to lead a life of retirement in Romancwillcr, 


I 






the village described above, living in the home of his sister 






Rosalie. He was a bachelor of strong convictions, had a woll 








developed sense of Justice, a qulok temper, and a good share 




or the stubbornness that often aooompanies tho two first named 


- 




oharaotoristies. 


I like to think of him as the oh&npion in 


i 




defense of a simple peasant who ohanced into 


snooty** oafo 


ii 








in our town. 


This man was mocked by some of the regulars who 


resented hi3 presence there. 


Unole, feeling the humiliation 




that was heapod upon this peaoeful peasant, squared matters 


with the chief mockers so that one of the town's riohost and 


no3t important oitizen went home with half of his woll trained 


4 


beard missing. 


At the beginning of the Franco-Prussian war (1370) 


the family opposed Uncle's wish to Join the Francs-tiroura. 


This was a group of men who enlisted for the duration of tho 


The regular Frenoh army was recruited by tho drawing of 


war. 


r 


numb e r 3. 


The term of servioe was seven years. 


Many able-bodied 













men esoapod military oorvioo by good luok in this 

He v/ho &TQV7 

substitute for himself. 

from the physically fit, who had 

obligation, and the limited supply of such 
price of hire to 

email moans. 

such an undomooratio 


lottery. 


a fatal low number had tho option 


of buying 

This replacement had to bo 




drawn 

already satisfied their 

men forced the 

people of 
us at this stage to understand 


own 


a point beyond the reach of the 
It is hard for 


arrangement. 

Unole, together with 


one Kauri oe Baor of our tovm, 

enlistment despite family 

sappeared together with such loose 
oojpor an! silver ohanso as was lying arounl tto 


decided to act in the matter of 
objections, and the two di 


respect!vo 


households. 


Kaurioe had 


an opportunity in the 


army to learn 


some filing about engineering and goology, 
idle war, entered the employ 
becoming managing dirootor 


and at the end of 

of tho Rothsohllds, eventually 

of their oil interests 


in Russia 


and Rumania. 


The family then 


was Justly proud of this 


runaway. 


Uncle wont to Brazil 
he accumulated enough to retire 
demobilization from the 


, where in the diamond busine 
at an early ago. 


33 , 


At his 


army in 1871, he 
his uniform lnoluding a pellerine (red lined 


was permitted to keep 
- cape). Practical 


use of thi3 cape was made r/hen 


it was retailored into 


my first 
and in quality out- 


suit in 1373. 


It was of blaok broadcloth 
shone all the tuxedos and formals 


I wore in later 


years. 

a memory, but a perfeot diamond 


My first suit is only 






year 1900 former the center of my 


platinum brooch, ao far 
ilary In r.y branch of the 


know I t?oo hio only 
y. At hio death ai: 


ad been bequeathed to the children of his oldeot oiotor 


lie wa3 a patriotic Frenchman, 
him a Gorham silver match box 


n one of ray vi3lto I broach 
In hardly visible typo this 


v/aa ongraved "ilado in Germany." Uncle’s eagle eyo splod this 

^ origin and ho ro^isod to touch or own thlo German 
rt dreoh n (dirt). 

I recall a great thrill at finding on old lottor in 


Thl3 lottor na3 


Le Havre, before his 


Brazil 


In It wao a vivid 


ocean an ho saw 


from that 


rushing, foamy current that drove the wheels of the flour mills 
In our town and leapt no faooinated for hours at a tine, loot 
par* of thoir attraction of tor the picture of hu*-o waves that 


my boyish fantasy 


Altogether Uncle Wolf 


wy ■ 

4u^i 


me creatly# 


Strasbourg* v/her© hio ronjalns 


L'y mother’s father, hazard Klein, was born 
‘ there in 1332 at the age of seventy-four. 

L 'tall# stately man, who was bedridden for i 


‘o 


recall 


knew 


hurt his foot in sorae way not kno 


to me, and diabetes brought on a gangrenous condition. He wao 

in the flour and grain business and at one time was the a 3 tzc 
baker for our countryside# 
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His wife, Jeannette Weiss Klein, was born in Ing 


and 


the 


seventy-nine. She lived 


i her house in the Hintorgasse 

shared with me the dutv of oh 


Lly brothers and 


and guarding 


andmother on winter nights and sleeping in 


andwould 


u3e if the 


ofour imagination had ever darod venture 


mysterious nooks and chimneys of he 


along well with he 


Eohlnd 


garden 


served 


tempting for me 


toko 


through a wing that 
oseborrios and currants 
he long ohnnoo of making 


forced entry to the garden 


hatching hen would 


give the alarm, or a chivalrous rooster would crow "stop thief 

On Sohabbos morning when we had to go to her to be 
ensched, she was usually in the midst of reading from the 
j.zlnnah Rinna" the alliteration of the day's Torah portion. 


could 


interrupted by any 


"aye.” \.ith this monosyllable and some gestures, she managed 
to hold oourt and mete out punishment for any of my trespassoi 
oi the week without being mavzick (interruption of prayer by 


ordinary 3peeoh)• The Sohabbos-Obat 
and slates were oleaned for the week 


was not withheld 


daughter and assumed all 


and oar a for grandmothe 


that other members of the 


had, with and without 
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dissipated the fortune that grandfather had left 

spent her last years in poaoe and serenity under.the roof 
of her daughter's house. 




ho r. Clio 






I 










Another daughter, Sara, was married at Winzonhein, 
near Colmar, to Leon Bloch. 








She had three daughters end 


* 


■ 




■ 


son, and frequently oarao on visits, bringing 
the children with hor. 


one or two of 






i 


It was she who discovered the die- 






appearanoe of grandmother's securities and valuables. 
Blooh family about 1888, migrated to Galveston, 

Loon Bloch had a brother. 


Tho 


Texas, where 
The driving power and managing 

very short time boro fruit in the 








\ 










ability of Aunt Sara in 








( 


new home until, alas, the Galveston flood in September 1900 
swept away all that they possessed exoopt 
and a close family adhesion that 








an undaunted courage 

gave them tho strength to 
















» 




start life anew in Cincinnati* 


The help and guidance given 

coon put 










then by my brothers and the Joseph Lazarus family 
them baok on their feet. 








Their ohildron Coralio, Cecile and 








V 




Maurice contributed to the family budget with their 
Inna* the youngest* finished school 




earnings; 






and then also helped along# 
Coralie, Mrs. Sam Roisfold, now lives in Now Orleans. 






L* 


Ceoilo, Mrs. Leon Levy, of Mexioo City and Paris 
alas, woro taken by death in recent 


» and Maurico, 




Irma, after her 

mother's death, went to Paris with her father and chared Cocile 
hone there. Her father died at the ripe age of ninety-three. 

I possess and cherish some of the letters written to 


ycar3. 










1 0 












CO in ilia 




la3t years. He wae very orthodox and observed Jewish 


lav; and 








i 




.*» • 


* 
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custom most rigidly, 
escaped tho Nazi horror and oam3 tack hore in 1942. 
since Ceoilo's death, lives in Hew Orleans. 


Irma and tho Levys with their two sons 








Irma, 




Mother's oldest brother, Isaac, lived in Ingwiller. 
Ho never did well inanything and was a constant cause for 
worry to the family. 


He and his wife Melanie both died only 
a few years apart, leaving five cons — Maurice, Sylvain, 


Luoien, Lazard, and Alfred, 
support themselves. 

Luoien, made a livelihood in the hometown, but died of typhoid 

Alfred, the youngest, was taken caro of by 
I saw him last in Paris in 1931. 
did not see again after I left home in 1891. 


The four oldest were able to 
Three had positions in Paris; another, 


in his twenties. 




m 


ny parents. 


Tho others I 


9 


Leopold was mother's youngest brother, 
succeeded at anything. 


He never 


As a boy, in his late teens, he was 
sent to Hew York but he didn't stay very long. 


On his return. 
Ho was married 


he had to serve three years in the German army, 
to Jeanne Bloch from Schirrhofen, a splendid wife and mother. 




After hi3 wife's fortune had dwindled away in various ways and 
enterprises, he came with her and three daughters to Brooklyn, 
nis industrious daughters and devoted wife built a fine home 
here desplto tho lack of his cooperation, 
well-deserved, beautiful 3unsot of life, 
age of eighty-two. 


















Aunt Jeanne had a 
She reached the ripo 

Coralie, 21r3. Fishbine; Sophie, Mrs. Abrahan; 
their husbands and children and youngest sister Germaine, kept 




































-• f 








\ 
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house together In a large Brooklyn rooidonce, and despito 
the nonadlo wanderings of the family from Ingwlllor to 
Schirrhofen to Strasbourg and Brooklyn, are outstanding as 
a fine Jlmorioan home unit. 
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CHAPTER Ills THE HOUSE 








The olroumstanoe of my addition to the family 
probably advanced the Idea of buying a house on the main 

That beoame our home until our mothor*a death in 1910. 
It waa one of the larger rooidenoos In the town, and 
the architooturo was the typical French stylo of the early 

It was of stone, interlaced with wooden boons. 

Over a deep oollar were two stories of living quarters, above 
then and under a sloping gabled roof were two floors of 

I do not know whether this spaoiou 3 house waa bought 

to promote plans my father might have had to ohongo his oeou- 

# 

pation, or whether the faollitios wore the inspiration for 
the plans. 






street. 














19th Century. 


garrets. 






* 




As the oldest son, my father had joined his father 
in tho business of trading in cattle and real estate in 
territory about twenty-fivo miles from hone, makin 
of Sehorbaeh and Bitohe, the latter a fortress of historic 
renown, their headquarters. 












the town3 


DP 






# 


This meant leaving home before 
sunrise on Sundays, stopping at several towns on the way, and 
reaching Sohorbach on foot, at the end of tho day. 




Tho Jewish 

population in that territory waa sparse, and a strict observance 

of the dietary laws oompelled them to do their own cookln 

| 

uco of meat was out of the question, and they lived chiefly on 
dairy dishes and suoh home-cooked food as waa loft over from 






TiiO 


fU 






* 


* 
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Sabbath meals 


maintained 


and had a tables and barns for their llvo3tock. Thursday was 


day for the return 


hilly, winding 


through the wooded outrunners of the Vo ago a Mountains, and 

snow covered most of the winter* 

After njy grandfather died in 1867, business was in 

atato of gradual liquidation for about ten to fifteen year 
I can still recall the resentment I felt when in 1SS9 I tried 

•• 4 

without success to oolleot outlawed debts and to disposses 


tenants, who not only 


ront. but claimed 


undor 


books of the land 


Their contention was upheld by the Court. 


The 


sk of change to another business must have looked 
and the Epicerie-Meroerie under our own roof must 
paradise by comparison with the former business. 


meaning 


and 


the buainoss of that name deals in them as well as sugar, ccxiee, 
cocoa, chocolate, rice, sago, dried peas and beans, nolacscs, 

vinegar, oils, cheese, herring, sardines, eto. ilorcerio 13 from 
the Latin "aeroiariua n meaning merchandise, with special refercac 
to findings and notions required by dressmakers a3 well as 
thrifty housewives, in the making and maintaining of the wearing 
apparel of the family. In my father’s business this took in 

spool cotton, yarns of wool and silk for knitting, darning, 
tatting and oroohfe&ing; hooks and eyes, needles, pins, shoelaces. 
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shoo buttons, tobaccos, pipes, matches, and dozens of other 
items* 

A discriminating olientele and koen competition made 
it neooosary to expand this assortment so that sugar, for 
example, had to be carried In at least six forms — domino, 
dico, granulated, powdered, brown, and loaf sugar, also 
Zucker-kandel, rock candy, which was an all-important household 
remedy for colds. 7/ith all this, we would miss a 3 ale when 
some ambitious pastry cook was chopping for two cent 3 * worth 
of multi-colored sugar orystale to decorate a birthday cake. 

In coffees, wo had to oarry three qualities, each one in green, 
roasted, and ground; or nine ltoms. To these we must add two 
kind3 of chicory, U3ed to reinforoa the coffee brow. It is 
difficult to reconcile the extenalvo assortment of these items 
v/ith the actual sales turnover in thorn. Only the well-to-do 

and high livers oould avail themselves of luxuries like sugar 
and ooffoe. Molasses took the place of sugar in most of the 
households. The standard pay for a day’s labor of twelve to 
fifteen hours was thirty cents. Sugar per pound sold at from 
eight centa for loaf sugar to fifteen conta for the powdered. 
Coffoo was prioefl at from twonty cents par pound for the lowest 
grade in green to fifty cents for the roasted or ground. 

Despite the limited purchasing power of the population 
of about three thousand in town and vicinity, I can count 
cixtoon dealers competing for the cuatomor 3 * good will and 
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latr0 “* e - M kave ta “ a and unoortain way 


gaining the livelihood for a family 


The neoosaity 


finding other means of suTmoft m«o+ u ■. 

support must have boon evident and 


expansion of my father 


commoroial 


Eaoh ono of us at an early ogo had 
ranging from ooffee grinding and dol. 


eesigamont 


and soiling 


1 reached 


my 


when I became thirteen. My two oldest brother* had 
tho Dai ted States, and the third one wae etudylng a 
Rabbinical Seminary at Colmar. I „ao a stndent in 1 
Symnanium at Bouzwlller. and in my aparo ti«». *_, 


to 


this day I remember my 


whoa a 


potroloum and 


half pound of loaf sugar or for a herring 


transfor 


the 


examined 

petroleum 


and wrapped 


The 


sugar or to my 


to 


tusinosa, would have been calamitous, 
individual sales were in small amounts 


imp ted 


supor 


annual 


i:any customers wore arrogant 


C ‘''‘ elly 02aoWn S« a “Jlnt probably unoonnoiounly trnn 

Planted to their young brnta running errands who h„a . 


way of lotting you haow that they had ths right of Choice 


subtle 
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their patronago 


and 


to a 


almonds. 


ranging from a pieoo of sugar to a handful 


woiuQ of these gamins 


speoially coveted tho 


opportunity of getting items lUs petrolsum or vinegar 


away 


tho aain 


tho aolassea barrel 


steal anything 


In oui* absence 


fingo 


inno r 3 


as 


occasional negligence in replacing 
especially in tho summortimo. when watohful ants 
their feot into tho exposed 


rvlving family could say that not only 


untimely 


i'Oo # could ba sv;oot. 


tut death, 


and 


the 


O 


1 seloot ion of a oortain herring 
alo of loaf sugar furnished ths 


vocation 


loaf sugar 




olded in a cone about 


thirty-sloe inches high over a hase of about nine inches. 


fixed 


I 


cone was the sweetest. 


e custouora that 

and our sugar suss; 


of the 


chop off tho approximate cut and 


less 


brcai would be so that the scale 


ented. amount 


chiseling, 


would start 


other# 


the abstract on one side and 


la 


than 


advantage of by the buyer who expected the surylu 
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without additional pay. 


The thumbnail on my left hand is 
a triplioato, and the family was suspicious of any membor 
of its salea-foroe who had his original thumbnail. 

I could never oxplain the ohoica of location of tho 
All others in the town faood the street, 
the side of tho house, going into a narrow, short lano. 


























store. 




oura was on 




To 


fifty people passing the front, only one would go through 
this dosorted thoroughfare. 




Tho appearance of tho house, with 
ito xront intact was, no doubt* doomed of groator Importonoo 




than show windows. 


Tho dioplcys in all the otoroo wore rather 

There was a representation of tho 
With tho arrival of tho matjes herring, 
one of then was added to the display and tho poor fish dangled 

% 

there until change of guard was held on arrival some months 
later of a regiment of his smoked brothers and sistors from 

Big glass Jars of hard candies, mostly in the fora 
of drums and animals, fasoinated tho young that on very special 

oocaaions only, wore sparingly treated to this lusoiouc delicacy. 
rTo work or demand for service was too much when tho reward 
erpeoted or promised was some of this candy. 

A story showing the groat stimulus that dosiro may have 
on the spirit of invention or resourcefulness is tho ona about 
a neighbor's little boy who was given money by his xinolo to got 

Ho oame back with a bag, explaining that they 
have no more cigars; they only have oandy. 








uni fora and rarely changed# 
many articles carried• 


























i 


Holland. 


i 


; 




























come cigars. 


4 
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/ 






20 - 














As an example of the will to 


render sorvioe for 






remuneration that would gratify this 
recall tho instance of 
tho horse of 


craving for sweets, i 




a playmate and myself offering to watch 
a transiont while he would 






go into tho inn for a 

When the 

, supported by the innkeeper, ho had 

and one-quarter ecnt3) and this 
24y partner and I, faced by the dilemma of 




drink. 


bo watohed the restless horso 
thirsty traveller returned 


for hours. 


only five Pfenning loft (one 
wao our tip. 

division of the 


equal 

convert them into Sussholz 


earnings, decided to 

In a way this 
gum, and while the "flavor would 


(licorice wood). 


was tho predecessor of chewing 

not last" 


as it does in present 
outstayed tho 




day ..rigley's, the cud of tho anoestor by far 
duration of any present day 

Nothing romainod secret 






wad of gun. 

very long. 

of both the 








When ay family 

m ann ar of ac^uici- 

I was ia 

ere slightly annoyed 


\ 


heard about this and disapproved 
tion of tho money 

for tho usual chastisement, 
that our purchase 


a 3 well a 3 the investment thereof, 


Perhaps they 










was made from a competitor. 
Some of tho pleasantest 












events inoonneotion with 
travelling salesmen. 


the 




store wore the visits of 


Host of these 
new3 of tho oountry, 

- eyes, mouth, 
We had nc 

, were so news-starved 

An order was placed, whether the 






received like guests, 
good and bad, true and 
end oar 3 wide 


were 




They spread the 






exaggerated, and wo hung — 


open — to every word they uttered. 


railroad until 1088. and in our isolation 
that every item was relished. 
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tut 


were noodod or not. Our parents were impartial tubers 
'# the little kibitzers, had our own likes and disilicon 


any things influenced 


i* but the dooiding faotor was t 
Chrietmao present to the family 


She 


oranges 


than he representing the sender of ono lobfcuehon 


two 


tangerines, my brother asked 


i next visit whether their oranges would have ycun 
again. Tais brother was in later years the head 


a very large business 
success was in the fii 


and his early commercial 


Reflecting 


techniques employed by these 


cay 


advantages of observation were real and constructive. 

In the small-town houssholda of that day the commercial 
fcsaily life were so olosely merged that we will have to 


from timo to tino. 


Our house was built 


that threo fauiUoc could share 


it. v.o rented out three rooms and kitohen to families o 

• % 

adults; and for soveral years to a bacholor phyaioian. 

Ono wonders about the nooassity of two floors of 

# 

garrets. In some instances, garrets ?;ore used an livin- 


quarters 


our oase they wore storerooms holding the accumu¬ 


lation of things inherited, bought 

of items with rauoh sentimental and 
ranging from old letters and books 


hundreds 


value 


a 



i 



4 
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I 
























our business stororoom for petroleum 
and also the bulkier household utensils 
shovels, ond the Stobohen. 








» reserve merchandise 




such as broom 3 , 

This v/a3 a tin apparatus resembling 

• • 

a v.aah 'boiler. Charooalo would smolder slowly so that coolccd 










food could be kept v;arm for loig periods. 


Thero, in willow 






cages, v;o temporarily kept sons live ohiokens 
time 


around holiday 

. Hore too, in winter, two or three geese were fattened 


(gcotopfto ganso) with maize 


corn that was stuffed down Shoi 2 > 




throats. 


iho supply of goose fat, the enlarged livor, the 
broasts and Grioben (the skin of the 

boiled out) lasted through the winter, 

fat. 


goose aftor fat ha 3 been 

preserved in their own 

The manufacturers of pate de foie-gras offered high prices 

M if 

i0r livor3, but nothing was too good for the Dhrys, 
no sale. 






hence 




The furniahings of the hous 


o v;ero many, soma new at 

mart*logo, some inherited, some aoqulred at auotions. 


Many 

variety of beds, 
our home were the seoretaire. 


poriod3 were represented, especially in the 
The pieces do resistance in 














several otageres and consoles. 




The seoretaire is a drop-front 
desk. The bottom has several drawers and behind 








the drop are 


small ones. 


also some compartments for the safe Icoopirg 
valuables and all sorts of trinkets. 




Of 








Tho precent-day bud£ot 










system was not in popular use then, but tho orderly instinct of 

the heads of tho house made every little drawer have 
dll 11/3 own* 






a meaning 

In one of them the taxos, in the other the cost 








of spring painting, in still another, school tuition 






was 


? 






% 












l 


\ 


A 




* 


I 
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accumulated. The'most fascinating of 

a little bog holding four United 
to my brothers and 
v/hon ho was 




all the contents 
States gold dollars 


was 

e, given 
cousin, Alexandre Haa 3 , 

from Hayavillo, 




me by my father's 


on a visit to tho old homo 
Louisiana, a town named after him. 




I 


•^eating of the house 


was by wood-burning sto 


Tho 


VOS. 


aristocrats 

with gold brass bind 


among them were two 


porcelain stoves, shiny white, 
. They had the triple facility 


er3 

cooking and warming up of food 


for 


and general heating. 

moist and the 


A pot of 


steering coffee 


on tho top kopt the air 




nerves 


steady. 






The collar 
liquors, but its 

for tho year 1 s supply of 


not only tho storeroom 


was 




for wines and 

• \ 

a good place 






refrigerating qualities 






mado it 


potatoes, preserves 


* and other provisions. 


A space between 
eighteen or twenty feet 
could have boon used 
barrels 


ouro and our mlgnbor'o jiupartlas, 
wide, led to 




an out-building. This 

• % 

i.Q stored empty 

Tho latter 




as a barn or stable. 


» casos, and our collapsible 

was an invention of 


sukkah thore. 






a carpenter friond. 




Had my son lived before 
instinct would probably have 








me, hi3 natural mechanical 






been 


influcnood by this 

Henry Ford or Kaiser la 

houses. 






gonius in construction and made 0 f Him 


a 




aass production of ready-made 




portable 




IVith all this 

father 30 readily branched 
prompted by avarice 




equipment one will understand why my 

out into other business© 
or oven embition for great wealth. 


i 










a, not 




but rath 




4. 
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wasting the ready 


The fact Is 


that each additional venture brou e ht moro worlc. worry, an! 

responsibility, and less not revonuo. 


agent 


insurance oorapany 


nt for an Alaacs-iorraino 

oalectlon for this post 


Ma for Ms consent to tho use of tho sldo-wall 


an advertising 


Ingwiller wore good insurance 


risks, duo 


nature of their construction, tho 


supply and antiquated firo apparatus. 


At 


ther*s uncles 


:s working torrltory two nearby faming villages 
'Ceased had had a nonopoly as broker in the saio 
and liyoetoojc as well as the purchases of thoir 
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requirements 


guaranteed royalties paid to uncle 
rod whether anything remained for 


father. 


E»opt in Motor. tMs . pro-aunrloo luslaes0< 
farmers wore out In thoir fields neat of tho day. ' 

Shoos several enterprises ehoula have toon euffiol 


the 


only 


ravelling sale 


•Ohdoi anil why not uoo a part of our .paclous 

.-Cafo-Pestauront? iho trouble wa« that they 
thm customers, and any hard luolc atorv oho,. 
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) 






tribulations of tho poor travelling 


ian sufficed 


chargoa noninal. 
stories they told 


ake 


family likod overnight guests and 
youngsters only 

sort served the 


that 


part 


unooncuracd 


Hotel Hhry had It. "Ireyfus affaire- Ions bofo 
dlasraoad herself before the world with Its o„n 


infamy 


an American gentleman 


afternoon 


his fur 


an ivory handled, gold trimmod oano 


ailk 


dash 


"cut 


had 


to our isolated town, off tho railroad, of no apeoi 


the tourist. 


said 


looking for a spot whoro ho could 


America and 


porhaps 


sunshine to hi; 


oongenial, poor, lonoly woman who would 

• His birthplace was ono of the 


hamlets in Alcaoo 








and 


end all the available squab, ducks and go QSO 


reserved 


He was roadlly accepted in tho boot social 

-- A a ^ 


the synagoguo sorvices 

Soano der (ch&ri ty 


and 


announced at the Torah) on the Sabbath. 








— 













amount 


the decision 


family consultation about the time and 
11 to ho presented. Postponement wcs 


f ound 


afternoon, when Dreyfus was with some 


Cafe Munsoh 


■ved from Quatsonheim, a small town In Alsace, 
cuest. They drew a slightly different picture 

* to7n * t00 ' h0 waa to find ueaon 


In 


share 


woman. He s h ared 


found 


>W “ “ th "- ■— «» arovo into town * 

r WaS ' a “* hal P “ 0C1 tto ** —<V»=n they won 

h ° haa disa PP°mred and novor a traoo of him ». 


son© 


oane and some trinkets behind him; 


and 


stovepipe, the 


ould 


unpaid 


" __ —■ ''i-u^Ai.ora if unci" 

Cl 3 SlTCa Pr0SP0<,tlTO -• i-tulrles Oh 

; h “ 4 TOa a «- Olght hat 

had hi3 e ? Qa on the stovepipe.. 


Schammos 


liberal Schnofior 


- —j. or an 

r ^ th9 “ aSbera ° h ' ^ made at the 

" ”*“ 8t ' ,hSn hS ~ to the xorah. „„ 


an ©rpocted 


the 


^auisltl 


V? ope rty 


1 rs r*r>l - ^ T4#/ W&S 

-u . aoiulred hy my family, the olatos of ^ 
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Chazan having boon ordered by the President 


congregation to be waived 


with 


for the oversize hat, namely ten cents. 


Le a firet 

Hy father 


indignantly 


time a. that for use in hatching 


stating that the hat was worth 


‘’Fifteen cents. Positively that is the last offer 

n. . __ 


Customer: 


Father: 


long should 


Puria oamo 


bohind the family 


frock coat and 


tho 


their aim at it with broomsticks 


my 


went. 


and 


managed to smuggle 


mangled 


All was well until at Rosh-Hashonah 


raised to twenty 


But 


said 




roveolcd the 


found guilty and punished. 

The ease was sent to my bro tier lu IIow Yo rk. 


I was accusod 


cult was refitted for my brother Luolon 


Tho 


The evil apirit 


spent 


melted 


an aunt living out of town, and the threadbare 


undor 


Jiadto stay 


made 


rcplacoaiont 


Typical customers In our Restaurant wore aoshelo and 


Itzickle from Oborbronn 
usually on Fridays 


to our tow 


brought 


and 










our Roataurant 


litre of beer. 


supplied gratia the broad, platoo. 


knivo3 


unlilcc 


dida 


alra the imivoo 


brGworioa 


town, this was another very competitive busing, the 


one 








I 



' 


■ 













' 




7 
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CIOPI3R IV: 




THE TOWU 


Ingwilior was classified 
population of 2,256 in the 
I can give this figure with 
in the oonoua, first to 
occh taking count of the famili 

denomination. 

able undor the law 

timo was as reluctant about 
cistor today# 


a city and reported 






oensus of December 31, isoo. 
authority, having boon 






acsiotant 




one teacher, and then to 




another. 


os of his own religious 

Tho “ovor twenty-one” evasion 


was not accept- 
apecies of that 


* and part of the female 

the admission 






of age as is her 
The ratio of population was about eleven to 
seven to four, Protestant, Catholic, Jewish 




respectively. 


It was a fortified to. 


m in earlier days, and tho 






moats 


surrounding it are still visible. 




The hinges 


formerly 


holding the gates at the 




entranoo of tho toi 


wn, wore 3till 

hat held 

and walls 

of old, 
insido the fortified 


solidly fastened to the 

them. 


original stono pillars t 


The nccossity to 11 
a protection from tho visits 


vo inside of the gates 


as 


of robber-knight 3 


aooouata the orowilng of buildings 






zone. 


Tho residential buildings 


wore mostly two—story, 
facing the street 


gaoled roof constructions, 
ctable 3 in the 


» with bam 3 and 

traversed 




. The town was long and narro 


rear 

ty a main street into which 


.j 9 


ran many short aido-streets. 
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1 


pocket lanoo (dead end lanes) and courts. Tho market 
place between the Protestant church and tho Town Hall 


the conter of the town 


none 


miniature 


. Besides serving the purpose i 
the oircus lot, playground, and 
where weighty community problem 


wore discussed by those who required no alcoholic ooare 


ogress 


el 


Pubs, mimed with beer and Schnaps 


Very little residential building had been done 

after the end of tho war of 1870 up to my departure in 1391 
The expected recurrence of war probably was a deterring 
faotor in tho consideration of ouch enterprises. 

The water supply oano from public Artesian wells 


of whioh there were about ten. 
carried homo in containers. 

Tho wells of Ingwillor, 


iVater had to bo pumped and 


drink to the sorvan 


Abrah 


and 


Eaaste 


we re 


and romance for the Romeos and 


of our town. 


Livestock was watered either by troughs at the pumps 
or was driven to the river, the Koder, a direct tributary 
of the Rhine• Two small brooks flowed into it at Ingwiller. 
By clever engineering throe flour mills and thro© saw allls 


powered by thi 


There ware specially designed 
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poblio dooks built into it, 
family washing. 


serving as places to do tho 


Streets and houses wore lighted by petroleum and 

oil lamps or oandles. Electricity was brought there only 
about 1900. 

A short railroad route from Bouawiller was completed 
in 1833, bringing us a little closer to the outside world. 
















* 
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CHAPTER Vi GOVEREHEHT 


ting 


Reichstag 


gate, 


oyor, an Adjunct (vice-mayor) and nino citizens 


nly 


to in tho 


eat 


The Mayor v/ao usually a Protestant, the Adjunct 


a Catholio, and the oouncilmea were from the several 


groups 


Ilayo 


a Jailor, 


guards 


and a 


collector of octroi. The latter position had to be aoaulrcd 
by tho bxd of a lump sum which gave tho successful bidder 
the right to oolleot tho octroi tax for his own account. 
Ootroi was imposed on everyone from tho outside bringing in 


morchandiso for retail 


oiling sorvice. Markot 


WG! 


commercial harvest, but overydoy brought 


and hucksters, broom makers, basket 
migrant tradesmen. 


and 


watchman-townorier Job was a double 


Official 


proclamations as well as private announcements were made 


him. 


drum at dcsi-mat 


an audience had gathered on tho 


n 


and on doorstops, he would read 


eocago 


The 


board 


important announoo 
at the Town Hall. 


had 


marriage 


to be 
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advortisod in this latter way, within a prescribed time 
before the date sot for tho civil marriage. 


This offioial 


watch. 


i his turn had to do night guard 
hiring a professional substitut 


Per those professionals who during the day spon 
their time and fees in the arms of Baochus, the 
bench was aa good a plaoo as any to "sleep it off." Thoy 


watchman 


Bacchus to Morpheus. After 


the ringing of the our 
hourly patrols through 


there were 




chic 


accompanied 


ono man carrying a lantern, at given intervals 


outs "Boar 
struck ... 
colleague. 


* • 


tho melody of his Heistorsingar 
wind would blow out the lantern 


the guard was as a rule sufficiently 


chow 


way 


ringing of tho church boll 3 at sunri 


end of their day’s work. 


Another function 


Frohnea 


to 


was a labor draft 


man had to give two or throe days 


annually 


ervice 


breaking 


building or raking and disposing of fallen 


As in 


the 


substitute 


guards (Bann-Gard 


only 


* 
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to October protecting the oountrysido against pilfering, • 
especially when fruits wore ripening. 

tho "cooler" unless a fine imposed by the Uayor, 
a Jail term, was promptly paid. 




Offenders landed in 


in lieu of 

I become Implicated in 






wholesale catch by the Bann-Gard one Saturday afternoon. 

uoh to thoir displeasure, ay two old3r brothers woro 

ccnrnrnded to take their two younger ones along for a walk 
to the woods. 


















nearly every boy in town tatv/ean 
fourtoen went along on that day. 




seven and 








Fruit was not yet ripe, 
was being shaken down by tho 








but that didn’t matter. 




Bone 






boys when tho guard loomed in eight from nowhere and caught 
two or three. 






They wore given the third degree so that moro 
than twenty boys reocived the ohoice of either paying 

j. .Leaning (four cents) each, or sittingout a sentence, 
had to be paid before ton o’clock Sunday morning. 

wita four culprits, formed the nuclous of a collection 
committee, making the rounds at 


sinteon 


Chin 




Vj areally. 










» 




i 


an early hour on Sunday. 
*’ ,e were not well received in most of the homes. 






but carried 

Some, v/ho at first approach, received 

saw matters 
As each offender was 

paid for, he and the other youngsters of the family 
neighborhood, would Join the growing army of collectors. 

Uith no time to 3pare, but with much bravado 
the Town Hall to enrich the treasury by paying 


on with groat resolve. 


u- -jith a broomstick, after cool deliberation, 
in the proper light, and foil la line. 














and the 






, we walked to 






the fine of 








) 


__ 


I 






. 


3G 


four marks ($1.00) in 


assorted coins. 


Tho state government had 
to all other positions, 
schools, and 


tho power of appointment 


v;o hod 




seven eleaontary sectarian 


one non-aootarian Klndoigarten. 


There was 


a Protestant mini ater, 

Tho Christian nlnlote 


a vicar, a priest, 

rs gave 


and a non-resident rabbi. 


religious instruction in 
The Jov/ioh tcaoher inoludod it in his 


thoir special denomination;: 


hi schools, 
regular curriculum. 




Two gendarmes 

A postmaster, lotter-carrio 

notary. 


v;oro the guardians of the 


stats laws. 




» a receiver of tazoo. 




a comptroller of tho manufacture 


of alcoholic drinks, 
a fore3tej? vilth 
a orew of switoli- 
coE.sifioyaUld bu?c.?;a~ 




an engineer of roads with road laborers, 

considerable staff, a station master with 

con and trainmen, altogether formed a 
cratio 






group. 

there were visiting 
from the capital cities 
unpopular among these 
measures. 


In addition to the 


permanently stationed 
controllers and inspectors that came 
of the county and state. 


men, 




Tho moot 


was tho one chocking weights 
surprise visits and quite 

out just desserts. 


and 


He made 
chiseler3 to whom he meted 




often c 


mi rr 




Another 


travelling inspector 


was the license assessor. 


The majority of the state 


officials in tho 70’s and 

Prussian! sza 
speaking 


30*o wore North Germans. 


In the attempt to force 


aowa tho throats of the Alsati 


an pooplo who, while 
bad a fiercely Frenoh 


a 90^ Gorman Jargon, 


soul, the 
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Blsmarklan diplomacy worked that way. Thero was hotter 
feeling toward the officials from South Germany. 

The Fire Department was made up of volunteers. It 
had its own band, and a fire drill in the early morning 

houra was a social event with an audlonce clad not in evening 
dress, but formal night gowns. 

I was never sure who subsidized the Job3 of the 
shopherd, the swineherd, and the gooso girl, all of then 
monopolies of reepootive dynasties. Our shepherd, a kindly 
figure, as pictured throughout the histories of all land 
in speoial garb, his staff in hand, gathered his flock each 
morning, giving a signal in a two-tone whistle produced by 
his seoond and fourth fingers and his mouth. Eis almost- 
human dogs assisted him in a manner not unlike that of tho 
Kindergarten helper. I always marvelled at the way the flock 
with the instinct of the sheep and the intelligence of tho 
dogs, was brought back at the end of tho day, each member 
to its own home stall. 












*• • 
















In the summer and early fall, woathcr permitting, 
the flock would stay in pasture for days at a time. -At 








sunset it was horded into tho fold aau tho shepherd took his 
forty winks in a mobile field-hospital cart. 

As events proved, hi3 hypnotic 
influence overpowered not only tho quadrupedal but aloe the 
bipedal innocent lambs. 






Our shepherd 




wa3 an attractive man. 




Ac a polygamist ho outranked even* 
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tho best ran in his flock, 
sheep's clothing." 


Ho was Indeed tho "wolf in 
Many a ropentant maiden confusodly 
pool tod: "?hs Ohephord lo aj lord, I nhall not m t. 














lie 






makoth mo to lie down in groen pastures." 




She swineherd and tho gooso girl, because of their 
lov/ly occupations and tho undeserved contempt of 
socioty, wore in many literatures used 
in disguise^ 




a snobbish 










as symbols of nobility 
Who has foigotton the childhood thrills br 






ought 


by the fairy talcs, elevating in their climax those 
etopchildren to the golden royal thrones. 


social 

The swineherd of 
my memory, like the herald at Court, summoned his charges, 

blowing a curved horn. He led his herd, not as the shepherd 
does his flock beside the still waters, but rather to the 

rrwill and mire to allow thorn to wallow to thoir hearts' 

Their grunts and 3quoaks v/ero not pleasant sounds 










content. 


nor thoir 






appearance a fascinating sight. 




Many of us who were prejudiced 




then, but have since cultivated a taste for ham and bacon, 
then a forbidden food to 




us, have become reconciled to the 
right ox ooing of this spocies of domestic 


animals. V/lth the 


linitod facility for garbage disposal they might have 
a blessing in disguise. 


been 


I'm sure tho Creator in Hi a wisdom 
made them for a good purpose and will condone tho 






prejudice 

a religious prohibition. 




of those whoso dislike is based on 
The swineherd's, as the shepherd's. 

Our goose girl. 


a seasonal occupation. 

I call her ours, for in off 


was 


season. 
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eho waa ofton employed in our household to do 

Her daughter was our maid for several 


eomo of the 






chorea. 


years. 

Unlike her feathered ohargoo — noisy, giddy, stupid goose — 








cae was quite serious, patient, and had innato oommon senso. 
It takes patience and great endurance to do this Job 

Her suporlor sense and good Judgement wore sometimes of 
little avail for she could neither swim nor fly. 

playgrounds of her school wore tho ponds and brooks not too 
docp to step in and shoo back tho stubborn 






well. 






The natural 


# 


I 


4 


and wayward of 






, tho floe*. A long otz.££ and a potato eack comprised her 
equipment. 










The sack hung across her body from tho shoulder 
contaxiiGd ii r.j c-aid implosionts like bandagoo f snlints^ 

lotions, and a salvo to be used when 










an occasional accident 




would happen in the ranks. 


the sack was also 
ambulance for the wounded and tho sick. 


used aa an 


1 




Some of the government appointees woro college and 

univoraity graduates, others gained their places doia 
service in tho array. 


extra 


cr 








A gendarme had to rank 


a sergeant. 

Servicemen of lower rank ware eligible to become lett 








;er 




carriers, railroad workoro, bridge tenders, and to fill 
similar positions. 

heavy drinkers. 

of their work as well 








In our town, quite a few of these wore 

A reason for this was probably the monotony 

as the rigor of the dictates from tho 
powera above, allowing them no leeway or Judgement in any case. 




















I.’y own unpleasant experience with one of the 


* 
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gendarmes well illustrate 

tho above-named 

age and owned 


s how destructi 
wore. 




ve of good will 
I was twelve 


shortcomings 




years of 


a fishing rod (no fish 




of over a half pound 

our brook.) One of the laws 


was ever taken out of 




demanded 




that the fishe naan must have 




a written permission from 

Tho gendarme 




the 


ownGp of tho load whoro he fished. 


appeared 




on tho bank 


opposite to 
permit for his long-distance 


m y Position andasked 

inspection. 




to a how 
Ke wei tod 


my • 




around 




and then asked 


ay first 


name. 


The next afternoon 




oy father 


was corvod with 


a Straf-Urkundo (p 


rooeo-verbal, which i 


s a 


notice of a fine without 


hearing of tho 




oase) issued by 
three marks. 


tho court of Eouxwiller, 

gendarme * s 


in the amount of 


The 




contention \7a3 tha 


t sevoral times my line floated 
approximately fifteen fc 3 t 

or throe days in Jail, 


more than half 


way across the 
Three marks 

within twenty-four hours 


wide stream. 


if not paid 
This had 

brought great 


after service of 


papers. 


never been hoard of befo 
indignation from 

to pay up and 


re in our town and 

It was most 


^sny quarters. 

shut up. 


expedient, though. 




■ 
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CHAPTER VI: 




THE PEOPLE AND THEIR OCCUPATIONS 






% 


Tho population was chiofly of native 3 toek 
a snail infiltration 


with. 




of Aleutians frost tho noighborin 
villages ana tlio above-mentioned German 




7 


govamnsnt offioialc. 




Tho majority did farming 
tho hub in a circle of ton to 

radius of fivo miloa, offered bottor than 
ties for rotail buainoss and artisan 


cattlo raising. 


Tlic tov/n being 




h 




fiftoon villages within 




average opportuni- 






trades. 


Tho largest industry was beor browing, 
fivo browerioa with 




Thero were 


onough output to q,uench 
tha event that tho wator supply would be fro a 


any firo, in 




on or exhausted. 


Thera was a 


natch factory whioh 




was a mysterious 


affair, mado 
"keep off** signs in 
regard for tho rule 
my days, this faotory booana 




so probably by its necessary isolation. 


Tho 

a community whore there was not much 












on trespassing, wo re vary unpopular 




• After 




silh-throwing plant. 




There were cotton bleachories 




over a long stretch 






o£ Lie ad ow 3 beeido the brooi. 




i 


x-irco S3.w mills $ throe flour 
and two kilns, gave steady employment to 
almost exclusively the fuel 


mills , two tanneriesj 








m&ny. !?ood being 


for heating as well as tho 
building material, offered tho opportunity for 

lumber business built 








tho largo 






up by one family. 










» 


•V V 
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' 




There wore two private banks. 


Tho surviving 
and after morging 
rG at Strasbourg. 

of one of the 

family of bankers, who beccao the 
head of this institution, had anything to do with its 


ono 


grow rapidly and had several branches, 

with another bank, established hoadauarte 
I v/ondor whether 


« 


my tutoring in mathematioa 


third generation of this 




great 


success• 


\ 






There wore two blacksmiths, 
Tho rhythnio strokos of tlio 
flying sparks 
sights and sounds t 


robust and brawny 


men. 




sledgehammer on the anvils, 

’ th * ball0M th. fi» 8 . „o„ fanolaatl 


the 














o ma 


• Vo 1x11 * Wagner, Longfellow 

• * 


and other 








composers, poet 3 
inpracsed with this rhythmic 


• and painters, must have been 


I 




similarly 






* 








merger of firo, metal. 


sound. 






and human labor. 










I 






* 




Tho nailsmith 

and hammer, was tho 


, manufacturing his articles by hand 

His effort 

chape 
was with 

shoemakers, and tho variety 












. 




personification of patience. 




produced a drop of sweat for 


every nail he beat into 

His outlet 






from tho rod hot tip of tho iron rod. 




tho hor3cshoers 




» carpenters, 
hi3 output was extensive. 








of 


In the 1880»s 
and most tilings were hand made, 
aud wearing apparel 




very little machinery had been 


invented 
Tho manufacture of shoes 








Gave employment to 


Tiioro were 

In most trades, 

a 

The employeo 


many. 






masters, graduate helpers, 
the term of 


and apprentices, 
apprenticeship was three 




years. 
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boata and losing In the moator'o house and pay 


cannot bo called otarvatlon wagon 


part of tho rouuneration 


amountod 


wage 






today 


In 


o ruing* o- 


approntl 


Pay a foe and sign 

# 

from six a.k. to , 


general 


aa 


noale as tho boss required to devour his own. 


Luo out for 
Ho cat at 


symphony 


and set the tempo to the gulping 


orldn2 


OkXy # tllO 270 WQl\2 


children going naked and old folks freezing to d 
a tho lack of cupply of olo tiling. 

la w aparo tins, I would visit tho various 


and 


ran from 


humor 


ay 


ovoral 


ho had, in 


single 


one 


stable. There he workod, clept. 


romodollod 


and d rank 


Ho was at 


hi 


sohnaps 


Having servod in tho French army 


and a fifty percent allowance for exa^ 


goodly amount 


man 


and linon homespun wore gowalkt 


came plan 


i 


'olkon 


shrinking and 


There was 


1 
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dull season in this line and unlike 


and 


ako friends 


living osantplo of tho truth of tho provorbi »ld 
o boginning of oil vice.” Ciuooiggang ist silos 


>lor, ho 
Ho too was 


Anfang) 


and harmless, but aln 


to alcohol. I can write of this with authority 
my father was a liconsed distributor and these 


customers. 


re 


alarm clock in our 


Thci 


early 


shutters 


ralng for a rap 


dyor' s hardworking wife owned an aoro of land 


planted 


oonnec 


oaea a orop has to bo done in the warm 


husband to lend a hand 


a eked 


After an 


tnroat was parched; he returned to town and 


;lacoe 


his thl 


thirty cents, and 
cut, madarae J 


day laborer*a pay 


Bad 


Like Hans Sachs, thoro were many bench 


that 


philosophers. Such 


man was Earl Clenm 


saddler 


ground floor chop hod o window to tho nain 


and thoro was never a vacant 
t help thinking of him every 


Building and 






da reading the bulletins that 
and etill watoli tho unfolding 


JlO 






1 
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•• 






4 


town’s doings* Hio circulating audionco supplied the 
in the event that anything had 




t 




Caps 






escaped him. 


Among my 








koepsakoo, I have a leather wq^-lot v;hioh he 
safeguard the eighty marks which 
ny trip to Anorica* 






save no to 


was the expenso nonoy 

I wore it around ay neck between 


lor 


ay 


undershirt and the bare chest, and sixty maria landed v.lth 
lio safely on those rich shores* 


Karl was iatollicent 
v;as elected to the town Counoil 
was the official coroner and neat inspector* 


and 


and 




Ho had an 




original sense of huaor* 


When a new 

tailv, he told a visiting Anorican 




synagogue was boing 
> native of the town, 

that in the court of the Shul the Jewish people would 
a monument. 

inquired? "To whom?" 




erect 


That sounded very Catholic. 


The visitor 
He answered: "Christopher Columbus. 

a good investment in 




Kaon *t every Jewish family inthla town 






America, having sent 




so many of its sons? 

Another philocppher-idcallst 

l<ct2, a tinsmi th-plumbor-olGCtrloian 

His workshop with two or three helpers was 
to the youth of the town. 

most of his work. 

% 

tin© ho installed the town 
neighbor's house. 


f 


% 


v;as our neighbor, Eugcno 

« 

and general storekeeper. 

a strong attraction 


/ 














Tho breweries supplied him 
He was an inventive genius 


v;i th 






sud I recall tho 


* 


a firat private bath in 


cur 








There was a oommunity bath 
tho brook. It had two tubs, and advance 


with water supply from 

reservations were 
















V 
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•! 


novo r 


necessary. The Jewish 


community, however 

ladies only, whore 




, operated 




a ritual bath (Hikvoh) for 

for timo had to be 
tho bath, and 

were tho only males who 
aanctua* 


advance no 


ticc 




r 


given. 


Iho sons or Flora Ua. tho laiy 0 r 






a few favorite pals of 


theirs, inoluding me, 
ever crossed the threshold 




of this 

misunderstood, this was for tho 


And not to bo 


purpose of pumping water 
tracm of the duo date 


into a pool. 


Oa tho side, wo kopt 




°a eaoh customer. 


In those institutl 


ono there was evidence 
when elaotrioity 


all over of 
was brought in, years 


the genius of let 


2 . 


after my departure 


• he was in his glory, 
visited my home, I ordered the Inst 


In 1899 when I 

-tallatlon of olootric bells 
xho planning of power and lldit 


in my parental house. 


ny 10,000 
trivial matter 
this ordor. 

this boll system 
maid, without 

and corridors and 

tuis porformanoe when 
wink. 


square foot businos 3 loft 


some years after was a 

of the execution 


compared with the thought 


of 


One of the groat 


conveniences to be gotten 
'-housing each mornln 


y> 


iron 

of our house- 
go through cold 


was tho 


!_> 


compelling my paroata to 


rooms 


up a flight of stairs, 
the maid had turned 


and often repeat 


over for another 


Lstz was 


good-hearted and public 


-spirited, givin 


much 


r+ 


oi ilia tiiuo and thought 




to public improvements. 


Ke was 


very 




emotional, and I have 


seen this giant of 


a man shed tears 
son's violin performances. 


listening to hi3 oldest 

became instructor 


Eugene, 


Jr. 


of music in 


one of Franco’s best kno: 


7n 


S 






c onsorvato rie a. 


•• 


Another 


Bollinge 


merchant 


oams with hio family from the Palatinate 
and manufactured vi.nwaT. 


called hi 




and wine manufacturer 


brousht capital with him, for he bought several 


Svil minds 
apparently 


t part of toi 

xago burgher 


In every way ho towered far 


intruder (Horgelaufenor) on thoir holy ground 


an 


could 


why of all places, ho choac Ingwiller 


Only 


iy 


wxno was grown in the vicinity. He, more than any- 
fanned the low turning interest of the government 


balding 


1S3S a stageoo 


carried mall and men to tha nearest railroad at 3our 
Itot only was he snubbed by the authorities v,ho did n, 

him to the banquet marking tho opening of the road. 1 
movement v; a £ 

and telegraph 


afoot to change 


o 


i property 
tenants. 


his efforts from an 


Such was the reward 


leaders. 


Jealous group of town 


hall 


CUE 


Hr. 


Blum, butcher (Katzcv 


Ihie man had 


double capacity of bearing groat sorrow with dignity and 
rising to the height of homey and subtle humor spontaneov 








* 


i 


\ 
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town by tho 


lany travelling 


Hal eon 


This was tho 

in oonncotioa 


his store have loft Indelible impressions 


Croc:.i 


chocolate bars might havo existed in tho dr car. 3 


ina 1 


but 


Stollwerk* 
zation. I 


Cay, brought them 
Ink and white, and 


un 


roall 


fireoa with envy of tho hoy next door who had boon able to 


Pfenning it took to buy this luxu 
lUonning, soiling come non point 


nan a 


gone of ohanco 


Tho bars wore divided 


s qua r 0 3 


argument 


oon oonvineed Madame 


units than allow tho goods to beeorao stale 


. in tho email 
This method. 


abandoned afte 


tho first calo because tho 


ere an 


escaped from tho open chooolate shell. 


Tho 


in a soparato building adjoining tho 
main house, where the Sohlotterbcok family operated a cafc- 

A * Ql1 w ae rung to call ono of tho family 


etaurant-ho 


unattended 


Ky pals and I would ring- 


run 


day 


appears 


before I could get away 


I quickly posed as a customer, I 


hau to think fast to ask for somothing that would not bo in 
stock. I aokod for a black silk string to bo attachod to ny 
mother’s eyeglasses. That was ono item missing in tho great 
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variety. Mother didn't woar oyoglaasea and Ur 3 . schlotter- 
bock knew it. She reported tho incident, in good humor, and 
at her request I rocelvod a temporarily suspended contenco, 

t 

subject to my father's review of the oaso and a reversal of 
verdict. 

An unusual combination of oommeroo and profession 
wa3 the business of Vogt-Merkllng. Thgrdid photography, 
toothpulling, schroopfon (cupping), treatment by looches, 
hairoutting, shaving, and thoy were tho keepers of tho public 
bath. A sample of their photography hn3 boon conserved in 
the group picture of my si3tor, my brother, and myself, at 

the ages of three, twelve, and tea, respectively. Tho Vogts 
were a fino family and were woll liked despite their several 
pain inflicting occupations. 

♦ 

Being locator away from a railroad# the town supported 

A 

several expressmen whose covered wegona plied between it and 
cities like Strasbourg, Savarne, Hogucnau, Wingon, Bitchc, 
Saarguominos, and way stations. At this very tine, spring 

of 1945, these places are the coenes of tho bitterest fight¬ 
ing between the Allies and the Nazi hordes. 

f 

There waa one business that ono would enter# hat in 
hand# and that was our Pharaacy* Tho orderly arraiigGiuont of 

1 

the stock, tho many Latin labelled bottles and drawers with 
their mysterious contents, the inconso-laden air, gave the 
place an atmosphere of dignity, oven holiness. 
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The coning 


fountain roust have 


somewhere In my consciousness as the following incident 
nxght indicate# fho si/^ht and sensat ion n-? t Mn 


Seidlit 


jht and 

Pulvor) 


fake 


had tho original 


drink with ono of tho flavoring syrups 


to bad tasting codicino 
absence, concocted this 


A cooporating clerk. 


hi 


cx 


plums 


This nearly sent no to tho 


angola 


hull 


the 


lioensos for Pharmacies ware limited, based on district popu- 
lation, and coiling prices woro sot by tho Government. 


anca 


a checkup on this aa well as 
drugs that wore ineffective i 


inton- 


age 


donned 


mutually 


hov;o vo r. 


make 


bu 


that usually 


family from 

‘e fortunate 


v* 


Xumme r 


in 


v;e 


doal of him, a3 my maternal grandfatho 


c% 


ationt for many years, and our immediate family < 
children of evon better than average good health 


routine of sickness and 


He travelled in 


i 
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typical country doctor's vehicle, and hia practice covered 
a largo uorrltoxy. A stop in front of any housowouid give 

publio notice of illnoss thoro, aud tho rush of inquiries 

was immediate. Offered as3iatancs from neighbors was 

% 

sincere and spontaneous. 

A combination hospital and old-ago homo, (Asyl 
Rouenborg) founded by tho - Protestant minister, was non- 
sectarian in tho admittance of patients and received 
considerable support from Jewish patrons, a young Gorman 
doctor started practice la the upper story of our houso, 
but only stayed a few short years. Another ono, native of 
a nearby town, farod better and stayed on permanently. 

Two midwivoo wore the obstetrical experts and seemed 
to do vory well. One was Protectant, the othor Catholic. 

Most of thc J ^wiah cases wont to the latter. The Catholic 
"stork" liaotto Conner, lived two doors away from uc and 

hor expeditions for pre-natal care, with tho professional 
basket over her arm, were followed by us with great interest. 
In this way wo had advance notice of coming events that in 
authenticity would equal IVinoholl's predictions. 

V.hon in a lator chapter you will read about the 
festivities at a chrlstoning, you will discorn the chief 
rcaoon £or wj lntoroot In birtho. I folt a olooo aUaohaont; 
-o lisetto, and can still feol the exoitement aroused by the 







; 
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* 








nows that sho night bring us a llttlo si3tor. 
mysterious basket aha oarrlcd a May and Edlich oatalo 


In her 








r* —— 






the Sears-Roobuok facsimile of the 1930*c — and from it 
I selected tha type of sister I would tolerate. 






I can 

also recall ray groat disappointment whon on itaroh. 23, 1331, 

I was shown delivery of ray order without the curls 

# 

frilly dress as pictured in the catalog, 
was some ’’chiselling." After this experience, 
lator years always prepared to make allowances 






\ 




and 






I felt that thoro 






I was in 






ior 0 

tlon between the sample shorn and the article delivered. 

Supplementing the efficient system of medical care, 
there wore two types of persons,- the miracle hcolero and 
those who could cure all out of a medical bock. 

Carolina Diffine, a seamstros 3 , had ouch a book, 

# 

a mental treasure of remedies, and her gratis advico and 
palatable prescriptions were accepted by many. 

of diagnosis was to collect ouch information 
















One, 








as well as 














Her procedure 






as she could 




got from the patient, the family, 
Then out would come the book. 

and gave only verbal advice. 


and gossiping neighbors. 
Since she accepted no foe, 

she was probably within the law, 
and tho doctor apparently got enough fun out of it to shut 




hi 3 oyeo. 


The world, even in this moro enlightened age, 
still fall of this sort of quacks. 


is 


In our family, Caroline’s 


mending ability was strictly oonfined to my mother’s drecse;. 
But sho had her day. 


1 r* 


hen I was ready to leave for America, 








■MV 
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the fearful 

tho sure 
before, had 


natter of "msl de 

Preventative. 


QQi '" looaed largo. 


She had 


Her mother’s 


ui’Owior, thirty yea 

ocean and sent home the f 


ro 


crossed the 


ollowlng 


remedy: Soak tisaue 

first symptoms 

I was 

Lo Havre at nine 


Paper in cherry brandy (Kirsch). 
* apply externally on bare 0 


At 


tooach • 


& passon^er on tho 


£S la Bourso 


S&g* loavln? 

•J 

I felt distressing 

cabin shared 


A *^. January 10, 1Q91. 


symptoms at nine-thirty A.il 


went below to the 


• I 


with throe other 


s# ani bunked the tissue. 


2 collapsed 


during the application. 


und whon one of 


c 7 j-cllow passengers 


found me in 


that state 
a tottlo and the 


* surrounded by the 

pungent liquor smell 


circumstantial 




evidence of 

ponetratod 
ei a Juvenile « 
able to vindicato 




1 


that 

-i. was brand- 


Qven the air or 




a aecoad-olaso 


cabin. 


souse. 11 


Luckily a y Alsatian 


steward 

ohe perrormance# 


was 




* ho having witnessed 


me 


A big business that 


only maintained 

• Raphael Hewer, who controlled 


oiXico in 


town was that 


our 


of Mr 
output of 
and Uintzthal. 


distributed the 
Gostsenbruck 

later 


several glass factories 
His sons, Hippolito 


at 


tnd Armani, 


came to the United States 

manufacturing plant at 


and operated 
Coshocton, Ohio, 


2 largo bottle 
celling its 


product 


to brewers and 


manufacturers 


ox soft drinks. 


After 


come 


yc-ars. 


they 

u lajgo fortune. 


cold their business 


and returned to Fve.no 


cc with 


Hippolito died 
Araand, prior to hia death 


aot long after that, 
• had lo3t all in 


and 


unfortunate 


\\ 


r A 


* 
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StoaTc Exohange 
to Sew York 
cvory occasion 
success 
On one 


opooulation. 


Arm and oa his frequoat 
of time with 


trips 


» spent a great deal 
msntioaod tho 
* teaching him mathc 


and on 

contribution I made to 


his 




s.tica in his Gymnasium 

made a high mark in 


days. 


cocaclon, when Armand had 




class tost, hia father sent 
tho rocult. 


D0 a ° a ^ ooapli wen ting we 

- wl th my koopsakes. 


on 


1 still have tho card 


* 


Tiiic 

that a y sixty Pfenning 

I tool: 


praise wont to 
(15 coats) feo 
Cave notice or 
of the regular 
accepted by 


iioad, and I felt 


Per hour was inadeauato. 




courago and 




a five cent advance, 

twenty-hour tc 




Cixoctive at tho 
fhia was 


end 


rm. 


cheerfully 






V r 


r. liewor but not 




the faailic3 


of my other 

ouch. 

aorvo) by cancelling 
their boy and 


pupils. One of them tried 
inaiEoretion, Chutzpah (brazen 

services 


ko chastise me for 








• It hoppcaoa that 

nates at tho Gyaaaslua 


Armand 

end of the te 


wore elass- 


, and when at tho 

a failin 




ra, his 

ashed to reinstate 




carj£ tiad slumped to 
lessons. 


ono, I was 






^Us is whore the spirit of 
stubbornly I rofused. 




tW Paternal 


grandmother 

a may seem, i 

father, in 
rove roe. 


arose and 

came to 

whom grandmother 


Odd as thi 

over this matter with 
’a sane spirit worked. 


a terrific clash 


only ia 

but gained 33 - 1/3 


no 


i 


v:on. 


crificed 


O r* 


®y principle, 
as I have stated before, 
success of this baake 


percent 
alight satisfaction in 


ia pay,and 

the future 




r in tho 

of a profits 


asking. 

e fing tendency 


To r 


ronovo all ofaarges 


cu 












\ 




- 5G - 








» 


ay part, I want to state that 
oslved five times ny feo. 
thoso inoidonts 
a boastful 
intorwovon the life 
of a small community. 


full-fledged teaohor3 
i.£y chief motive in 


ra- 


0 


montionlrg 

oa self prhiae, i 3 D0 -t 








$ ia a way bordoring 
one, but rather* 




a way of showing how oloaoly 
of a boy of fifteen 




can become with that 

remember this 
reference in tho 




I want tho roador to 
** P 1 '“ U1 f?e lh«h«y rolupsa to personal , 


* 




unfoldl:*; Of so mo ’ of ny experiences. 






fhe collootion of 




rags, boaea, Junk, metals 
a worthwhile business for 


and 


animal pelts wa 3 

While 


several families. 




a great many houses had their 


ewa bake ovens, 

A 

Til ° largest part, of their 


there woro three bakorioa. 








Produo- 




tion was bread. 


i 


Only one 


of them expanded into fancy 
'» su ^ as madolaine do 










boulangerie (bakery), 
aaoaroono. 






Uanoy, croquon. 




















A coaniorci&l sculptor 




was Mr. k 


douard Fischbaoh. 








Ho had 


a nonopoly on tho nakin e of toabst 

religious' denominations. 

tranaformati 




Suonea for all the 
as greatly fascinated by his 

or a slab of marble into 
* Latin or Hebrew 




I 




Uf 






-on of a block of granite 








ifiniahod sfcono, 




with Gorman, Fronoh 
He was sooially 




inscriptions. 


one of the most neutral 
Utloh, Intelligent, kina ana oloso to tho 

hi3 sharing with them 


person- 




a 


poople, duo to 
a common interest in something that 






























bordored on holinoss. 

A 3mall industry not to bo 






» 








forgottGn 


' 




was the 








i 










— - 
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manufacture of llnsood oil. 




She process of crashing the 
seel and proooing the pulp was similar to that in the 






cidor mill. 


Tho making of cider in the fruit harvesting months 
had oo oe Ja mm ed into a short space of 

ranted by tho growers of tho fruit, 
charged for thi3, but tho dohydrated 




tino. 


Tho mill was 

• Thero was no money 






* 




ash was loft for the 




mxlj. cv/nor who diotillod brandy from it and sold the refuse 
as fertilizer. 


A little extra business 


was also dcrivod by 

or repair of barrels since he was tho • 
cooper, a thriving trade in our town of breweries. 






him from tho calo 






As everywhere, the.-e woro the town fools, 
halfwits and lazybones. 

had the will to 




clowns. 


I’m glad now to feel that I never 
amuse myself at the 




expense of their short- 

ao their mochore 

r 3tatuo was not 

a physical one. 


comings. 


Soma of them wore not as foolish 






would have them bo, and the reason for tael 
always 


•» 




one of mental abnormality, but often 






or unusual manner of spcaoh or motion, 
deformity. 




or oven an unfortunate 






An honest fool is preferable to 




& cjirow & 9 c urinl 

a place in tho schezno 
I an* uhiiitcins o£ that o^t-quoted universal 




crook. 


Even a fool seems to have 


of 


life. 






proverbs 


"Children and fools toll tho truth. 






I cannot refrain from 




relating thestory of 

Schiele*s 
did nothing in 


one of the 


town’s harmless 
but mentally baokward. 


Schlemielaj 


Frond 


fall grown 


V7 o r* 

uu 






a roaunorative 




ay. 


^ -T 


44 
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followed organ-grinders, guided tourists, and busied himself 
with other trivial pursuits in his 

mother, her patienco exhausted, 








own sleepy way. His 

ashed him one day to hitch 
up the horse and wagon and take two bolts of cloth to the 














town of Vi q inburg, one and a half miles off. . Before tho team 
was out of town, Fromol was fast asleep. 










Tho horse pulled 




along to a point whore the 




road turned left to his assigned 
destination, while the right fork in the road led back homo. 




Tho horse docldod to take the short cut back and 
along the main 3trcet of the home town. 




eooa was 


As they passed the 




church, tho olock struck the hour, half 

ins traveller. 


arousing the slumbcr- 
He saw the ohuroh and said: "Just a churoh 






1 






like our churchI" and dozed off again, 
hall and said: 




He awoke at tho town 
"Just a town hall like our town halll" and 






















again foil asleep. 
Fromol*s house. 


A moment later the horse halted before 
Hi3 mother was on the etep 3 . 






Fromol, blink- 






ing a bit, 


caid: "Just a house like our house, and Just a 
mother liko my mother'." 


His mother choutsd: 


"Just a Schleraiel- 


fool liko our fool." 






Among the several grotesque and quixotic 
recall one, Ueycr Louis, who Vva 3 always Jolly. 
J ack-of-all-trade s, 

cutting, sheep shearing, 
clarinet in tho town band, 
of a debt duo him, contracted hair cuts for 


personalities 


He was a 






3uch as the spinning of hemp rope, hair 

wood chopping. 










and ploying of tho 
—J father, in lieu of the payment 

the five male 


k 




















> 
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members of his household. 




I have never recovered from 
this maasaorc, and 07 hair haa not behaved since, 
bolievo under tho stimulation of the "medicine 


% 


I 




* 


II 


ho alppod 




from a hip-pockot flask, ho booamo coafusod botwoen wood 
chopping and hair cutting. 




His man Friday was cno Bauer, 
who held tho strands that Louis spun into ropo. 




Ho alco 




* 




hold him down when ho 


was fighting drunk, and up when he 
was down. There we had the forerunner of the Holdin 






* 








Company of our day I 

Another picturesque figure was tho Saucrkraut- 

Hia was short, seasonal occupation, 
wife together schneidered (tailorod, cut clothing to 
wearing apparel tho rest of tho 

was custom work, done on the premises, 
of cabbage. 












Schneidor. 


He and his 

fit) 

Sauerkraut cutting 

t 

at so much per head 






year. 










Wood cutting and chopping gavo employment to c 

The wood was bought in logs. 




everal 


professionals. 


and labor was 


paid for on a piece work basis, errangod according to the 
grade and condition of the lumbe 
meaning of it3 own and 
of the service charge• 


Every little toot had a 

v /&3 a consideration in the calculation 
The Joy of watching this process 
or less dampenod by tho fact that the kindlod wood had 
to bo carried up one or more flights and had to bo 


A. • 






waa 




more 


stacked 


up under tho roof. 

I have already spoken of Thursday, 




market day, when 





GO 












tho truok and dairy farmers of tho district would bring in 
their products cuoh no groena, eggs, butter, oheesc. 

This was a market day for foodstuffs only. 








fruits. 








« 




et3. 




Host of 


% 


the money takon in v;ao in turn spent in town for suoh things 
a 3 dried groceries, textiles and hardware. 

to pay tho otrol tax, aocorling to tho amount of 
and its location. 


Each caller had 




space used 




Trading was not permitted until tho town 
hall boll rang tha opening of tho oo 33 ion. 


As on our stock 




Exchange, it was a aattor of bid and ask, tho present system 

difforlng only by tho elimination of "oorapliments end 
wishes. 


good 

exchanged by tho respective parties in tho event of 
disagreement a 3 to price. 








Three times yearly there was a Jahrmart, 
county fair that I will refer to in a later chap tor, 
with festivities. 


a kind of 








dealing 












» 


* 














































< 
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CHAPTER VIIi 


CULTURAL ACTIVITIES, RECREATIOU and 

FESTIVITIES 


The functions named in the title of thio 


chapter 

of the co 


were largoly tied up with the religious life 
ity. Occasionally a family theatrical t 

would stop off on its tours. 


rznn r>- 


>roupo, the Lodarc, 




This company of plcyor3 ce 




only on a C.B.D. (cash before delivery) 

an admission charge of fifty Pfenning (twelve 
Only the reoklass spendthrifts 


arrangc.no nt and at 

and a half cents) 








would subscribe. 

porioraanoo anywhere has given mo the thrills 


1,0 






as did tho 






presentations of PRECI05A 


i or LEU ORE, DIE BRAHT AM G-HA3E, 
LLS R. .X.TZAU, by Ercimann-Chatriand, and other 


s in tho 
even operettas and oporas 

VOD SAEC2IHGSU, LA 




players' repertoire, including 

such aa DER AIE2E JOITATHAII, TROMPETER 
FILLE DU REG ILIEUT • 






The visiting circus, while it drew 
orowds than tho thoatre, had 

open marketplace, with its largo acacia t 

Admittanoo was fr 3 e» 


auoh larger 


uncertain "gate.** 


a more 


Tho 


rees, was the 


arena. 


All wore welcome, 
before the much-heralded balloon 


There came 


a time, however, 
v/hen a collection was taken up. 
wore voluntary wa3 emphasised, 
a request was made to 
drop into tho hat." 


ascension, 
Tho fact that contributions 


To provent a 


ass onodus, 


"stay put even if you had nothing to 
This, nevertheless. 


v/as the signal for 


\ 




T 
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the young males to take to the 
ones to find other 


acacias, and the older 




means of escape# 

appointing collection, tho ascenclon v/as alv 

to the tomorrow that 




In view of the die- 








.ays postponed 


•9 






never cane# 

Various attempts wore made to tiring 
home-talent together in 




tho musical 

tfud for several 




an orchestra. 






ccnrjons v;o had concerts# 
wrote the financial 

Lilc the fleeing audience 
its music in the 

A malo chorus 


A limited subscribers* list under 






maintenance and filled the auditorium, 

o £ tho oireus 




TV 




v. 


preferred inhaling 




-ree and wide open. 


was more permanent. 


Schools and 




churches wore fino agencies for 

t/ian twenty-five pianos 

the radio and 


voice culture. 


There were 




less 




and organs in the to; 


Like 


i :n . 


graphophone ofour day, s 
rinder develop tho musical tc 




c did the ui^rojxt 
^3to of tho country 

iC0C3iui # 




<Y 




folts 


of that era# 

onu oven 

appealingly held out his hat 
was time to drop 

could 3ing the leadin 

accompanied by my older brother t 
parts. 


The works of Verdi, 
iVegner would rouse 


Gounod, Offenbach, 
a ‘trained monkey 
notice that it 


our souls, until 
u, giving silent 

Before I 


a coin in tho cup. 


was ten, i 


g soprano and tenor solos of m 

akin/- 


- many operas, 
and baritone 


tho alto 


h'hen the Prussian Governor 

i.Iannteuf el, 


of 


Alsac c-Lor r * •' 


ae, 


Etadthaltor vo 


visited our to. 




about throe 


7H, 


hundred children from all the schools were 
■ 7 brother and I 


to sing for him. 
the solo parts. 


were ohosen to sin 


P* 


At the 
















o3 - 












siglit of the visitor, hi 


ears stickles out from tho 

oap, I became hysteri- 

rsod perfomanoe, nn'i 

such a deepoilor. 




pressure of an ill-fitting military 




cal, ruined the painfully roho 




reaped tho dlsgraoo that befalls 
Proper guidance I might havo become 




Under 

a Caruso or De Resake 
Another refiner of 

pleyor, a sort of forerunner 


or, well — a cantor, anyhow, 
tasto was the automatic 


rat si cal 


of 


tho present day juke bon, 
dance maslo. 


with a superior selection 
This was brought in by the 


of 




enterprising 




own or 




of the most select dance hall. 


A Groschcn, 

* se * the rollers in motion. 


a French copper 

Tho youth 


coin worth two oonts 
gathered thore 
for somo reokloss 
drop the coin in the slot, 
times, and then there mould 

Come of the Jewish boys had charge 
not touch coney on tho Sabbath. 

The dance hall 

the great center of attraction 
festival, tho annual Xermeos. 
starting on a Sunday in August. 

Sunday, a time for family visiting and 
people from far and wide. 

ari 'ay, and the peasants in their 
color and festive atmosphere to it all. 






on Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays. 




waiting 




spendthrift or chivalrous oavallor to 


\ 




Thore were long intervals some- 






bo a "Blue Danube 


IS 




on the house* 

accounts since they could 




* v;i th its adjacent beor 

nt tho town's 

It was 




garden, was 

most anticipated 






a throe-day celebration, 
It mas like 






aster or 




hit 

a great c*ny 
was dressed up in its 


v» 


U 




brought 




The town 


specific costu 


cs lent 
The Alsatian bom. 
















* 
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-ho embroidered bodi 

peasant 
tho rustic 

gold-buttoned 


-ce, the high oolorod 
embroidery on tho bottom 




skirt with 


rows of 

fovor heat 

coat3 and red. 




» helped to sot to 

oavallora la their Etoa-liic. black 














VC3t3. 

i-laslng Its variety of Joyo aai 
love 


Thi 3 wo3 


i 


open season for 




romanco. 








sorrows, by-products 


of 




•i 


running smooth 


or wild. 


ilany were tho matrimonial 


matches, but more 
between tho joalous 

afternoon to 


numerous v;ero the fist 


and knife duel 






rivals. Eaoh day there 

early morning, harmlo 33 ol 
it had not been for the fatal 










wa3 dancing from 
Pleasure in itself. 




if 






seeing homo• 




■ 


There were 

s trongth 


carousels, 

• games of ohanco 


Aootias galiarlos 




• apparatus 
a Uur ing 

and county 

Prospered 

store would blush 


to tost 




# and much of the 

amusement parks 


i 


paraphe raalia 


one still sees at 

a ° Rappel die Xats 






fairs. 






* 0? aambero-whecl, 

equipped b’oolworth 






most, end the best 
1 -a inferior 






for • 






display 


as compared to tho 
lucky winners. 




assortment of the 




Pri 203 for tho 


ih0 3taadc with lebkuchcn, 
our eyes 

smell, and that 

wavered was whoa I 


candy stioks 


manufactured 

at or 


before 


» and the Xruuokwurst, 
v/as free. 


were good to look 


The only time 


xw Jewish prido 

In tho 

one of them would h 

t>at it did take 


smelled thoso 


pork sausages. 


eye 8 


01 some follow-Jews, 


the sin of oatin-* 




ranked Just this side of 


ave 


committins curde 






sslf restraint to 


pas3 then up* 


On the third day 


of this period. 


a Jshrjiarit 


v:a3 held. 








* 








* 
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Tills brought an additional crowd of buyers and 
Merchandise was exhibited in temporary booths that line 
Bain thorofaro, and the center of aotivity was the market- 

Textiles, table linens, crookeiy, hardware, poultry. 


llers. 




i the 


; 


place* 


sucfcling P^£ s t 2 nd v/hataot v/ore brought in wagons and vans 
especially built for these travelling storeo* 


» 


A ’.vonan dealing 

in textile remnants, had acquired by virtue of repeated use. 






) 


the right of displaying hor wares on the sidewalk boforc 

She was a naater In salesmanship, as well as a 
designer and stylist. 


our 






hou ss. 




With her the custo 
right sise for even the shortest remnant. 


or was always 


right 


A vary interest- 




ing and regular attendant was Jacob, a combination faker 

psychologist-hypnotist merchant. 








He dealt in shawls, kerchiefc 






and hindrod accessories, and used the auction syc 

ing. 




stem of sell- 






He capitalised on the low IQ, of hi a followers, 
flattorcd, shouted, threatens 


He 






* 


w, predicted winters that could 
not be endurad without his shawls, and apparently held the 




suckers'* that nevor would 1 

Tho cartoons in our tabloid 
in the Mordthaten that 

of a kind of dime novel. 

illustrated gruesome tales. 

maiden going to the woods to pick flo 

by the villain, seduced, deserted, 

lng her fatherless child or the betraycr. 


earn. 






papers had their replica 
ore shov;n for the purpose 




- 


of the sale 


I# 


On rasp 3 hun 


or. po 2 tsi there ?/ors 


r- 




Ihcy would begin v:lth tho innocent 

She vras followed 


crs. 




disgraced, either 


urde i 


or committing 
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4 


suioide. 












Tharo was always a moral to these stories. 


In 












tho one above. 


it would be: "Lovely maiden, don’t pick 
















flowers in the woodsl n 






’•ith rod in hand, pointing to the 
this moral upliftcr would unfold his 






piotures. 






plot in 

the sale would begin at ten Pfenning 




This done. 


con~. 








a copy# 
































i 














» 
















* 
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CHAPTER VIII: 


SOCIAL lltfE 


•jociai liiO was liaised and vary simple. 


In hones 
trauo 

Tor the typo or 
Yet folks did get together. 


01 large families usually containing the business or 
of the breadwinners 




• there was little time f 






present day social intercouroo. 




Jaiq Kuakolctubo period 




on tho wane 




when I -was 
js to which women 
iu the era when all linens 


born. 


These were winter evening gathering 
brought their spinning wheels, 

wers honespun, usually iron hone 
tool; place in different hones, 
v/hoois there was 
tha appetites for the 
Participants iu their turn* 
in where the girls were assembled. 








grown flax. 


* 


The neotings 
To the hunaing of the 








cong, gossip, culinary discussion 

goodies that 




, whetting 
woi’e brought in by the 










£>omo of the beaux would 


j 


drop 






and the cake eaters 
nanaged to got in on the feast at the right moment. 




Sinoo evening gatherings always 


included feminine 


worn such as knitting, embroidering, 
the iaea sought their 


or mending, 

recreation in the cafes 


moot of 


or in sta 


rr 




sessions elsewhere. 


Tho great majority had 
even this simple form of recreation. 


very little of 

it was a 


Kith the 


ease oi early to bed and early to rise. 

Subscribers to the 

were few, and 3 till fewa 


”Strasbourger 
r wore the readers of 


feueste ITaohrichtea" 

two-language 


«{. 1. ^ 

one 


i 


i. 
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* 




paper "Journal d’Alsaco. 
the neighbors 

mother read the day 
these paper 

prediction of further 


(I 


The day's work dona, 
ould gather at our house 




some of 
eager to have ay 
£ serials in 








*tf 












• t 




s release of the runnin 










s. This usually evoted lively 


discussion. 








developments in tho plot, gleeful 










Cu^3_action when one’s prophecy was r 




ight and sad 






dlsappoint- 

a different turn, 
r why it took so long for 








ment when the author’s fictional 
Ac I 






dream took 












recall tho reactions, I wonde 

the Freudian theo 


















to to conceived. 




Tho only seal-public library 
Jewish elementary school, 
intended for 

of works 




in town was 


that of the 








bought with private funds 










the pupils only. 






This was chiefly a collection 
history and 




I 










on natural science, 
withstanding, our town gave to the 








geography. 

world poets, writers. 




V^-X 

At J V — 


l * 










end 










several artists. 




















Such is the 




of feet of Simple 




pastoral life on those 

by living 
C of kinship to the 








whoso souls 


are attuned to the beauty of nature 
closely to it and possessing a feelin 
























whole Universe. 
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s 


% 
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CHAPTER IZ* RELIGIOUS LIFE 




i * 




I havo stated before that the majority of the 
population was Protestant, 
about equalled it. 




Catholics and Jews together 
There wore two families of Schiaaatlkor; 
I do not know whore and her; they differed in their beliefs 


! 








from tho other Christian faiths, but they seemed to bo 
ostracized by them* 








In my early yoars, the two Christian denominations 
U3ed tho same church, a very impressivo Gothic building, 
with a high cteoplo and two balls blonding in ha 
and ponotrating sound. 

of thrill and adventure to 
gather from tho next lines. 




oniou3 






These bolls supplied groat 

as the reader will roadily 


oments 




ms. 




Jews rarely entered the church, 

but 






not bocauso of any direct prohibition by Jewish lew, 
rathor by an instinctive 




aversion to the images and symbols 
recalling age-long torture end mieery to their 




i 






people, atm 




branded as Christ-killers rathor 




than bringers. 










The tolling of the bells was tho Job of our 
neighbor, Georges Kunts. 


cnial 
hoIp o rs 
C-e o rgs s 
not the 
the aricto¬ 
ns befitted his lofty 
gave me preference in serving 


ft 




He needed from one to thr 
in this work, and I had a preference in hi 3 






call. 


- 










was another ono of our good customers for Schnaps, 








ordinary Xartoffel Schnapc (potato brandy) but 
cr^uic Zwoocchenwaseer (prune brandy) 
station in tho community# 










He 






% 
















70 - 
















him bocauso I poured full 
his good graces, 
at the church, 

having to go through tho 
a tonor, tho other 




measure to overflowing to bo 
Georges always opened 






in 




an emergency door 




I * 




i 


admitting mo to the belfry towor 

main auditorium. 


without 
Tho bells 




9 ono 




a basso, 
that onded on tho ground floor. 


were set in motion by strap 

The thrills 








oame with tho 

was done by hanging on to the 




stopping of them whioh 






sirap c 
momentum to 
sensation of a flight 
to earth. 




ana by our body weight 
a halt. 


gradually reducing tho 
5 would give uo tho dizzy 






This 


to heaven 




and an abrupt rejection baoi 

The manner of tolling indicated 
Sells wore 


. 


its particular 


* 


purpose. 






runs at daybreoi, at noon, at 
x0 differentiate between 






suncct. 




and egain at ten P.ii. 






Catholic 

tho tolling started with the tenor 
was Joined by the basso bell for the Protos* 


arid Protestant functions, 

bell and 












tants. 




whilo the 




reverao arrangement applied to 

To anaouno© death, tho bolls 


the Catholics# 










wore 


rang three times in 


sucoo33lon, and the 

the religious denomination 




manner indicated above 


gave notico of 
The length of 

the family. 

a Paupor had died. 






0 -l tho deceased. 




tue time of tolling depended 

In that 


on tho importance of 


way we knew whothor 
la case of fi r 
tempo, mingled with the 
volunteer fire department 


a prinoe or 
o, the church bells 
school boll, thus 








were rung in alow 


S 


summoning tho 




from homa or field. 


Thera was sometimes 


recognition for this 


service in 
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the shape of dr ini 


or food offered by the famllieo 
• I didn't drink much Sotanpn at cse ton. and tho food I did 
not evon touoh by hand, but Georges 


concorncd. 










- 


usually whispered to 


whs li03^ aoout my shyness cm3 




saw to it that the good stuff 
At christenings, we had a preference of 


wa3 not wasted. 


4 




receiving our oandiea from the 


godmother in our hands, 
a children followed the cortege froa 

soraable liio football playera 


while 




tho rest of the town* 




church to hone and had to 


for thaira. 






A sad rule was tho diotua of 
bolls at the nodding of 


spocini tolling of tho 




an unmarried nother, or a bride well 
on the way to the blissful state of motherhood. 








The cruel 






insistence on this compulsory pubilo oonfossion 

borders on tho 


7 


of sin 




persecution of Hester in the 






Scarlet letter ." 
IVlth no intention to offend anyone to «hom church 
bells aro a symbol of 






a call to worship, I want to tell the 
cano to a 3trange tovjn to bo carried. 




etojgr of a couple who 
The minister 






, auspicious that all was not kosher, 
that whon tho bride la not 




explained 

chaste, only the small boll is 








rung, otherwise both of them, 
that his fiancee 
addressing tho bride 
"S7011 




The groom unhesitatingly 




stated 






was the personification of purity. 

on the snbjec 


Sternly 








t, she answered haltingly-} 








ah - yes I” 
sho nervously suggested* 


The doubting minister stared at hor and 










"Start with tho small bell 
and then ring in the big one Just a little bit. 




and no;v 






U 








% * 
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Protestants had corvico3 on Sunday and holidays only. 
As long as I remember, Pastor no rrmann was the loader of the 
flock, assisted by a young vicar. 


















Ho was tall, stern, and 
dignified and, I believe, somewhat aloof froa tho population. 

He lived with hi3 family in ono of the beat houses, set in 
a garden surrounded by a solid iron picket fen 
stone wall separated hi a property from that of the 
anu I*m curi that nothing except ceremonial sounds ever 






















•4 


















ce. A thick 






synagogue, 


























penetrated or surmounted it. 
in his attitude in lator year 3 when 
who had made their way i 






There may have been a change 

some of the younger Jews 

foreign lands, especially in the 
Unitod States, gave material evidence of their belief in 


















I 


I 






I 








« 










non-sectarian oharity to which his foundation, Aoyl lleuenborg, 
became a beneficiary. 


















* 








ily brother Uoiso, in his will, 
made provisions for a pro rata distribution of 


% 




had 










a goodly sum 
and the largest share of this 










wO the needy in. our hotie town* 
wont to tho Protcatant majority# 
























The Catholics had their daily masses, vespers, 
confessions, and many more holidays and fa 3 ts 

Protestants. 




and 
















than the 

The regalia and ecclesiastical dress, 
oanw parts of their coreaonics, lont color and mysticism to 
tho genuflections and motions accentuating-their chanted 












t 












litanies. 


il 0 3t impressive were tho Corpus Christ! 




processions. 

f 

th.3 Catholic families would erect outside of their 


Souo of 




houo03, tabornaole-like booths out of ohrub3 and flews 


ra and 
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placo an altar and prio-Dieu in them. 




» i 


An early morning 

procession, headed by children, followed by tho prieat, 
okolr and tho altar hoys, and the consrogatlonrould chant- 








the 






i 


ingly wend its way from 
The route was strewn with 


one of thsso booths to the other. 

% 

era 33 and flowers. 

was very well liked for his 

a frequent 
were our Jewish 
It was at a get- 

Proto 3 tant te 
maid, confessing that 

returning the 
•’"hat? a woman of your 










Ihe euro, Father Louis, 

democratic spirit and natural human touch, 
visitor at our houso. 




Ho was 








Among his intimates 
toacher and ono of the Protestant 


9 


1 




ones. 

together of these three friends when the 
a humorist, told the story of tho old 

she sinned in allowing a man to kiss her and 


: 




















favor# 


2 ai& the priest, in surprise: 






age?" 


Old maid: 




"It was forty years ago." 
"And you are confessing it 

"Oh, I confessed it 

"But why? 






Priest: 




_ t only now? ,# 

when and nany tinea since! 11 




t 


Old maids 




4 


Priest: 








» 


Old maid: 


"You sec. 


~ still like to talk about it. 
About 1838, a separate church buildirt- 




.. 




for tho 








Catholics was completed. 






Before drawing a picture of the Jewish religious life 
in my town and in my day, I want to r 

atrocities that were inflicted on the Je 

by them with an indomitable will to 3 




refer to some of the 






W3 Of 


Alsaco, suffered 






survive and 


serve. 








I 












« 
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History records Jewish life in 
as the ninth and tonth conturies. 
the Jew was made the 

he was unjustly accused of the 




Alsaco as far back 
Through ell tho 










years. 


;< 




scapegoat for all that wa 3 




wrongs 


and 




very sin3 of those who would 
own crimes. 

masse, the defilement of 






detract attention from their 
burnii^j of Jews en 




r/e read of the 




synagogues and 


cenotories at Strasbourg, Colmar, 

1290 0.1 again In 1349; too »a raj at Rnfach m 1338 
during the Black Plague. 




anu ITulhouco in the year 








E1 tual au rdo r c har^c g 


vrerc brought 

whenever, for any reason, it was expedient to quench tho 
thirst for blood of the 








enraged nob. 




The massacres at Baohstoin in 
continuance of this fiendish work 
Alsaoe by Louis IIV in 1695 . 
emancipation of the Jew 


1657 testify to tho 

up to the acquisition of 

A great stop toward tho 

was taken by the release from 

poll tar in 1784 and a further one by the award of full 
citizenship in 1791. 




































tlio 














In tne Ti'ar o:f Poforantion 

continually wedged in between Catholic 
vc ray. 


ospecially, the Jew 

and Lutheran oontro 


was 






The French Je?/ was inclined to 




ite tho spirit 

ny contention in 
somehow the Jewish population 
one and one-half percent of the 
rcoonquest of Alsace-Lorraine in ISIS, 


of tolerance shown him by his country, 
making this assertion is that 
of Franco was less than 




I 


whole, until tho 

























: 
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through which tho French Jewish population 
doubled. Then thore is too that indelible blot, 
infamous Dreyfus oaso in tho 1390‘s. 


was nearly 






the 


i 


Among the out stand- 
ins advocates of rights to French Jev:3, I want to mention 

despite all his other faults, Fapoleon I. 

Uirabcau, Emile Zola, and Clenenceau, Abbo Grogoi 

la my time, Jewish rclisiou3 observance 




Also con like 


?c. 






in our 




country was along a lino of moot rigorous orthodoxy and 
fundamental dogma, saturated with 




age-old superstitions and 
a stubborn insistence on out-dated fora, frozen by habit 

of long uso. Sooial, educational 










I 


, oven commercial activities 




were consciously or unconsciously influenced by it. 

Refora Judaism had begun to take root 
tho largo German communities. 

would have been tho introduction of 
Christian denominations, 
basic motive for reform 










in some of 






It was shunned in Ale 






aco, 

ritual froa one of the 
Tho orthodox Jow felt that tho 




o 










wa3 a desiro to be more liko our 
non-Jewish neighbors, and I believo thore 


was much justifioa- 

prayor3 in the 

abbreviations of ritual, 

I recall 


tion for this argument. 


Tho introduction of 
language of tho country, tho organ, 
all wore classified 

tho tempestuous revolt against 
loader of our oongrogation with refercnco 


as imitation of the Gentile. 


a regulation made by tho 

to dross at funerals. 
Some of this was probably inspired by the insistence cn tho 

sackcloth-and-ashes atmosphere that 




13 connectod with 


grief 


and bereavement throughout biblical history. 


tut I think much 
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l 














oj. it was objootlon to the ncoccslty of charge of attiro 
froa that worn in chop or stable. 

blue smock, tho doth cap and the wooden 
shed for more presentable dross, 
cried "imitating the Goy." 


















f 






Under the new rule the 

shoes had to be 












> 












A rebellious minority 
Thcro was objection from the 








4 












reactionaries to any innovation and the 

# 

the more progressive could at boot only achieve 

On tho 7,/hole, our Jewish community had 

Every generation had brought forth the kind 




small nuoleus of 




















a compromise. 

a fino 














trad!tion. 


of 












men and women that everywhere in the world make 
saving remnant for whose 




up that 


i 


sake the Lord has caved Israel. 
Every day between sunrise and sunset there 




were throe synagogue 
extra ceromonioa 

, and sorrovva, one 

congregational life 








* 

I 


sorviccs. 


Adding to the so the observance of 
and customs at birth, sickness, death, joys 
can readily see the all-absorbing demand 
made on the individual. 

Before writing about the 
attempt to draw a picture of this 

activities. 














t 




! • 
























synagogue eorrico3 # I must 
attractive contor of 












The synagogue was placed in 




a spot about 150 feet 






back of tho main street 


adjoining the Protestant Minister's 
Through iron gatoo one reached 












residence. 


a court with 
Broad stone steps led to tv.'o 






large, spreading acacia trees, 
entrances, side by side. 

the men, the other to a balcony for the 
entorsd a foyer, with closets for tho 












The one to tho main auditorium' for 
















women. The men first 












ceremonial silverware. 

These 








al30 tho accumulation of ilappes (also oalled YVindol). 






















* 

















t 






■bench, end two large lionorahs 


stops fro 


This was reached by two 
marble and covorod with 


beautiful rug. The altar, the Torah covers, and tho 
Aric ourtains alv/ays matched and tho color 3chemo and 


varied according 


rod velvet on Pceach 


white satin on Rosh-Hashonah and Yoa Xippur 


on Tishe o*Av. 


candle 


Those wore a yard 


long in tho Ucnorahs, and nany of smaller c 

large ohandoliors suspended froa the ceilin 

oandles wore donated by tho mourners, by 
Jahrzeit, and in celebration of joyful anniversaries 



candle 


gratitude of special 


popular custom, ono that has 


church© a, to 


day 


cannot 


truckacn hauling a heavy load in 


rainstor 


rc 


tuck in 


ing, hitting the 
tion, Pete, ono of the 


Gandies as tall as that poplar." Pete, nudging George: 


* 









* 




i. ? 
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Thoro were the traditional stono floors, 
add to this discomfort in winter, thore was no heat, 
still feel the fro3t-bitten toes begotten in 
Sabbath morning service in below 






and to 
















I can 










a two-hour 


♦ 


zero temperature. 


jven 


tho fires of Hell, supposed to be right under us, would have 

had an appeal to us on such occasions. 

¥ 

vately owned or rented end the value fined 
location. 




Tho scats wore pri- 




according 


to 


Those nearest to the hr3c were the choicest and 

the fact that each owner had Jcv/ish neighbors did not denro- 
oiato his property. 












as is the malicious contention 

Gontile property owners with Semitic 


of many 


neighbors. 

o had no Babbi living in our town, but ue were in 
the circuit of the one at Bourwiller, 
weekends annually with 
occasional weddings. 




I 


«• 


I 


who spent tv7o or 
us, and officiated at funerals and 


three 






.* 






I 










Cantor Kallmann, though advanced in 
very fino baritone voice, 
traditional nucic, 

hits for the Yigdal, I*oho Daudi, 




years* had a 




I'hile cn the whole he stuck to the 
ho had the ambition of introducing now 

or for the Hallel. 












r 




Those 


wore adaptations from obscure operettas 
folk songs. 


or many obsolete 

Hanocd 
S song laden 
guilty of 

of Caomcts in a Passover 

Consumption of beer on Pesach ranked a 3 capital 
crime against dietary laws. 




At one time, on the half holiday, 
Posach, he used for his Hodu, 


Chal 






a student drinkir 


* 






with enough beer 


atmosphere to make the Chasan 
heresy for introducing this sped 










i 


c 




« 
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Ho prepared tho Bar-Hitzvahs. 




He did tho ritual 




killing £3 Schochet (slaughterer of animals), 
or the day before holidays were busy soa 3 on for him. 
had to stand in lino holding a fighting roo 

pecting hen for one’s turn in tho Schochtoroi (ritual s 
er of animal) • 


Thursday, 






One 






ctcr or a eras- 








laugh t- 






lie derived a fair part of his income from 
Hi Shoborachs, blessings pronouncad by him 


on thoso called 




to the Torah, their families and friend 3 . 

Ee was a^ont for 
was a professional boQhbindor* 

Tho careless handling of roligious books 




sovoral Jev7lsh book firms, and also 


This was not a big business. 

was considered a 




. 




sin. This developed a natural instinct for tho 
and scrupulous caro of them. 




I 


rvation 


pro 




A prayer book accidentally 


dropped on the floor had to be kissed, as if to sooth am 
injury it had thus 3U3tainod# 






If it was a book as important 

or a Hachzcr (Eoly pay 
a full day wa3 imposed by tho 
Dropping a Torah meant forty fast days 


as the Chunish (Five Books of Hoses) 




Prayers) a fast of a half or 


head of the house, 
for all adults of the 


congregation. 

A biggor business for the Chasan 
T*fillia (phylacterieo) 

4 

Bar-Hitsvah had to get them. 


was tho salo of 


•* 




or Taliesin (prayer shawls). 


Every 


* 






Every male wore an Arbah Kansev. 




While this was a . 




homo made accessory out of flannel, the Ckazan supplied tho 
Tsltsis (tassols) that 


I 


wore arranged in a proscribed 


nannor 
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and attached to the four corners of thi 3 regalia* 
stranflo were kissed at certain points of the 

For Sukkoth, the sale of Lula vs and 


Those 


p myc r s• 
Esrogln (palm 

tranches and citrons) brought from Palestine, together with 
tne trimming of the lulav with fragrant 


evergreen and nyrtlo 


twigs, was a substantial business* 


There was great rivalry 

crop. 


anoeg the purchasers for the best of the 


Lospito the 


vast field of his activities, the Chazan found tine to do 
sorao fishing in the 


sumreer and card playing at all seasons. 
Sines there was no all-time Rabbi to 


differ and dis¬ 
ease in for the practice of this 


££roo with him, tho SohaminG 3 

a 

indoor sport. 




i 


The post of Schamnes usually went from 
Ours, Sissol’s Yokef, was an easy-goin 
anco 


father to son. 
nan of good appear- 

unifora of black 


-j 


. Lrcssoa at services in the prescribed 
broadcloth tail-coat with Royal-blue 


velvet collar and cuffs, 
tch, gilt-buttoned fanoy vest, black plush 


trousors to 


me. 


boat shaped hat with rosette of gold braid, a heavy silver 
chain around the neck and stqff in hand, 
combination of the Sherif 


he looked like 

f of Nottingham and tho Admiral of 
His functions wero manifold. 




hi 3 ila^esty's Navy, 
responsible for the 


Ko was 


proper decorum and he was in perfect con¬ 
trol of things in tho male section of the 


synagogue, but the 

were tho bono of his 

rs and exercised 

was usually amenable to appeasement by 


wagging tongues in tho upper region 
tention. 


con- 


Ile had authority to fine offende 


this freely, but he 


a 


- S2 - 


8ample of good cooking. 

Ho was in charge of tho 
A ITitzvah in this 


resulting in a retraction. 

distribution of mtzvahs. 

Torah. 

at a fined amount for 

according to tho import¬ 
ances ded tho supply. 

The privilege of road- 

highost bid 


*- 






oaso meant being called, to the 




This privilege could be bought 






< • f 


~v-oii.io part, the prico3 varying 
once of it. For holidays the demand 


. 






and tho Hitcvahs 
^ 1 *vJ tne Haftarah Jonah 
of the year. 


wore auotioned off. 








on Yoa Xippur brought the 
Yokof uao the aa 3 ter 




of ceremonies at tho 

oaloo am his siigau (Intonation) would have pat to s 
monotonous ha'oblo or tho tobacco 
mumbling about tho choice 


so 


* 






shame the 

auctioneers on the radio, 

of the crop that makos their 










I 




I 




sponcor'a product superior, 
llitzvahs varied 




The financial evaluation 

communities. 


of tho 


greatly between the 


In our town 

ono franc (twenty coats), while 
with a Jewish population 


a minimum starting bid 


w as 


in neighboring V,’e inburg, 

than fifty 


of loss 

value prevailed. 


» a acre modest standard of 

following little cpisodo 


as the 


CAOV7X3 • 

oinburg was oituatc-d within 






■the distance limit 
that being approsi 




per¬ 


mitted for 


a Saturday or holiday walk, 
a half mile round trip, 
and several of his friends 


tcly 




a two 


Ny father, in his youth, 
would delight in going there 




on a 

Tho llitzvahs 

described above, 
ono cent and raised each 




Sohabboa afternoon to 
for the 


swell the Shul attendance. 


I 


axwernoon wore sold in the fashion 
The natives started with 


CU3 little a 3 




r t 
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other a half cent at a timo. 
ganged up on them," tallies longor strides. 


Tho visiting city slielcors 

.'ifter five or 




six raises, five cents had been readied and tempers kept 
mounting with tho bids. 




The nativo standing bohind my father 
had bid six cents; my fathor Jumped to ten cents; 


• # 




tho rival 

ewrung a vicious right to bach of father’s head and shouted: 






"Chamaerl (Jackass) v/hy don't you bid a million right away? 

A very profitable part of the work of tho Schommcs 
was the care of tho ccnetory. 






The Both Hakvoroa (ccmotery) 
was then a contury old and people cane from the four corners 








of tho earth to vioit the graves of ancestors (never Ovoth 
Soin). 


: 


This yielded substantial gratuities, especially from 

Like the head porters in big hotels, he accumu¬ 
lated a good sized bank account. 




! 






JUaoricans. 






Trying to impress me on 
no several resting places 

Only I know who 








ono of my visits thero, h 3 chov/od 


t 




with defacod identifications, remarking: 
lies thero." 


I 


U 




I saw to it that a record was made that would 
be more permanent than his mortal 






I'm euro he never 


memory. 




forgave mo for this interference. 


Another sideline of the Schammes v/a 3 that of zwicken. 
The very pious Jews permitted 






no razor to chave thoir growing 
beards, and zwicken was a trimming by scissors 




as well and 

For those men who wore averse to the 

wearing of beards and not satisfied with a stubble that 
best would not improve their appearance much, ther 


as closoly as possible. 






i 




at 






o v;a3 a 








i 




8d - 




I 










hair-removing solve, 
ooapetont hands 
off too soon, it 




tho application of which had 
as far as timing 


to bo in 


- 


wa3 concerned. 


If scraped 

A few seconds of delay 
I am sure tho Madame Esther 






was ineffective, 
meant turning of the skin. 






of 




today would not 




recommend it for beauty treatment. 
The administrative work 










* • 






v;a.3 in the hands of 






* 




Commission (Council) of five or six 
Parnecs (President). 

this placo during most of 
W Felix 31och. 


I 

♦ 


mon presided over by the 

Raphael Licwor, filled 




Our neighbor, Mr. 






my years at home. 


Ho i7ao succeeded 

in having 

vision. 








The congregation was fortunate 

They were men 








these leaders. 


ca big affairs, with clear 






and exorcised 
high above the level of the 
They possessed tho diplomacy 


! 


a progressive influence, lifting the 


1 


coi^iuni ty 
average small town viewpoint. 


! 










required in koeping tho 
group living oloscly together and having 




p eaco in 






all the traits. 


good and bad, that 
posed. 

au tho r i ty. 


ono finds in the large city, only more 
In crisis, these leaders 


ex- 






acted with good Judgement 

Hur Sholoa." (Only Peace) 
life was more burdensome then, since 


and 


xheir motto 


rcacs 


■ . 


none of the 
granted had yet been invented. 

running water. 

and festivals 

a Joy that we in these switch-turning days 
Sven those in the most modest circumstance 

prepared meals for these days that were banquets compared with 




conveniences wo now take for 
had neither 




We 


gas nor electricity nor 


The work- 


v-a„' was long and tedious and the Sabbath 

welcomed with 










v; ere 


* % 




can 


i 


hardly conceive. 






•• 






* 
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I 








- 










1103 1 of the nan were absent 




tha simple fara of the weok. 
from home in pursuit of their livelihood for four or fivo days 
of the week, often in places v;hora no Jews lived end where no 




















Even the roligiously frivolous had 

Only he who ha3 lived, in 


kosher food could ho had. 
groat rc3pcot for the dietary laws, 
that period can fully visualize what a day of rest at homo. 


• • 




. 








with hotter than usual food noent to the people ox that tine* 

Preparation for the Sabbath began on Thursday with 

arkoting, tho sotting of dough for broad and 

Very feiv were so poor that they could not afford a 

The former was a Hohn-sood covered 










housecleaaing, 
coke. 

2orchc 3 and a Kugelhopf. 
broad-twist for the Sabbath; the lattor, a cake baked in a 


















. 




. 


I 






When we wore all still 




fluted pan, with a hole in the cantor, 
at home, my paront 3 would rise about four A.M. on Fridays to 










hat 


bake the bread for the week as well as oakea and pics. 
I have named Berchc3 was the equivalent of what is nov: 


V 


t# 






called 








It was made cf the sans dough a3 wore its brother 




Challah. 






loaves, but shaped in different form to mark it for the dis¬ 
tinction that was given it, serving in tho kid&uoh and Hotsi 

The dough was twisted 


















services on tho Sabbath and holidays, 
into a braid, strewn with poppy-seed (Hohn) and brushed with 

Tho Challah was a email portion of the dough, the Priest's 
share that tho Jew set a3ido for tho poor from his harvests of 














i 9 


egg* 












. the fiold, in fact all of God's material benefactions to hiu. 
For tho of convenience, this dividend of dough was burned 
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I 


up, but in manifold 


' 


manner, redeemed by money, placod in tho 
Challah box, to be used for definite charitable 




purposes, in 
was collected for Yerucholayim 


our town, the Challah Geld 
(Jerusalem). 








In our brick bake oven tho heat 


v:as scaled to servo 






after tho baking as tho food-warmer for the meals cooked 

# 

Friday for the Sabbath, 
the holidayc. 




on tho day preceding holidays, for 


or 


As the family grew smaller, homo baking 


WU3 






abandoned, and the prepared doughs were taken to tho profession¬ 
al bakers. For food warming we then installed 
















a Stubohen# 
This was an oval tin containor in 










sort of firelocc cooker* 
which a oharcoal fire, started lato Friday, 

the Sabbath noon moal would be set in it. 
gesetztes 


, 












i 






would smolder, and 
This was called 
one pot ainmor- 






I 










Fcsoa. 


—eat, rico, barloy, mixed in 
ing for long hours, made a pappy brew in which 






a spoon could 






stand erect. 


Many an American 
still smacks his lips in delightful 




gourmand of the 80's and 90»s 








remembrance of this luscious 
and substantial repast, for which the New York Jewish 














ro s t au- 




ratoura like Ganceaeyor, Siasheimsr, Felix, and others 

was Cafe Martin (Lafayette) for its bouillabai 

Only a few families owned this miraculous con¬ 
traption, and cost people sent their pots 

together with the Schabbos Eugel (a chalet-like pudding) to 

o.io publio bakory. Muoh humor ha3 sprung from tho incidents 

arising from an occasional aixup of pots at the port 


wore aa 






famous as 








SG 






llarse illal so* 






containing their moal 


. 






I 












of call 






















- r 






r 
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at noon Saturday• 


I will only tall 


one. 

Schlo M (nsanlne of Paao,) foncht „ lth hiB 

’-alko (Q.uecn) ©Tory day from 

avaricious. 


patient spouse 

He ~ae gruff and 


morning till night, 
one Schabbos called 
ono pot loft. 

pounce oa hia Loib- 

was a bigger 
la luring 
lie.» 
of attitude, 


lien the wife 


xor the Huge.'. at the bakory, 
Schlomo at table lifted 

spolse (his nost relished dish) - 
and finer piece of 

vcioo, Sohloae said: 

stunned by the shock of 

answered: "After you, Schlome." 

"K o, 


there was only 


when 


the lid, roady to 


behold 1 thore 


oookery than he was 




need to. 
"Kolp yourcclf, my darling 








alke. 


-r 




Hus cud den chan^o 




; 


sweetheart. 


aftor you, Ifalkelo! «> 


Hither and 
hersolf, took a 
isnge? I cannot 

e Kugel. 


! 


thither the 


courtesies 


. Fin el ly Malke helped 
asked. 




bito and confuccdly 

believe it. 

hear him who 
should cho&s 


S3 


••^y this sudden ch 






Schlomo 

get 

on the first bitet' ! ' 


answered: «y; Q go t this fine 
our little runt eayj 




, "He who has 


.r~ 


cur hugel 
fora 




Ke then rolapced to 
rest end gulped it 


and tigorliko 


» pounced on the 
She Sabbath 


down. 


'mo uchirod m t y tho llchtlD 

ioas, followed ly cynasogdo sorvloos. 


g of the 




lights in the 


After this. 


the family gathered at the capper table 
Kiddush and llotzi services before 


» took part in the 


the aoal. 


Our family stayed 

luring the 
the Friday evenin'* 
for the foci. 


a</ table, nibbling at 


nuts, fruits 

wc sang the Zaires after 

soags expressing gratitude 


or pastries. 


winter months. 
These are table 


Z meal. 




I find 




- S3 


that tho introductory phrase 

similarity of melody to 


that is repeated bofore 

that of the Hatikvah. 

Oohalnu Borchu 


eaoh 


voreo chows 
I an suro that 

Enronau is father to 






our tune for T’zur lUoholau 






that of tho lator 
Zionist song of Hope (Hatikvah). 

drop in, lonoly folks whose 


composition of the 
Occasionally friends 


would 


families had shrunk 


to few. 


Host 


people, hov/cver, stayed with their 




own. 

'.vas regulated by the Schabbos 


Bedtime 


Goye. 


In 


housoholds that had 

Schabbos Goyo made the rounds, 
iag fires going. 


no maids 


, or employed Jouieh 

extinguishing lights 


ones, tho 


sni hcep- 


and she had to 


cover a largo territory, 
services started at 


xiie Sabbath morning 

hour in 17 inter. 

U * 1Q corning prayora. 


: 


seven-thirty 

takoa 
which meant oithor 


in summor and later 


! 


IIo food could be 


unoil after Sehaohris, 
Getting up early to 

o'clock. 


: 






cay thorn at homo 


* or fast until about 
nonuns =«««,, Chilian visited 




ten 


After tho 
paronts to be blessed by 




grand- 




thom. 






The non of 

a loader v/ho 


our town, divided into 




two 


age-groups, 

who presided 
portion. 

izinnah Rinna by 

older and 


thon mot ?/i th 




was versed in holy writ 




at a lernon 
have already mentioned 

grandmother. 




• an interpretation of the 


day's Torah 




I 


the reading of the 




•*-kis seemed to b 


a matter for the 




mo ro 


Pious women only. 




After tho midday dinner. 


i 


oo 3 t of the 
Playing 

Others gathered in streot 


Eon went to 
ferbiddon) 

groups 


tho cafes for 


gamos of dominoes (card 

stories. 


WS3 


for gossip and tall 





















so 


to got the week’s news from tho inland. 

wore ^cld at about four and evening servi 
official clone Of* thA So>iKo + U 4.1 


Af to moon 


cun 


Tho 


bri 


tho corenon/ 


holiday and 


tfori-v/eo k. The spice bon, Paoa Eon, ono of the implement a 


homo 3 . 


sertrioc, has boon procorved in families fron gonoraii 
ation, and can still be found in sane of our Amcrioan 


otimulan 


and v;ero used 


to soothe tho spirit of tho Jew, 


doproased by the outgoing Sabbath or festival 

Sohabboa was the day for formal vi 3 
of our also, people met frequently during the 


In a town 


dropped in on oach other in a 


ual way 


of good wishes or sympathy or the payment 


expression 


one reason or anothor called 


or 


rnal 


The guest 


the see 
brandy) 


the aalon and ashed to sit on the oanane 


reserved for such 


Hi 


fraaboio 


(raspberry syrup in water) or at least a 


and oaioe 


oincoro honpitality. or ,t leant to oonform vdth convontion. 

Tn ® Sohat) '0O3 ho lino aa was superseded only by 
Yoa Xippur. There wore 


ceveral 


oar.ee commemorating certain 


xy 


mostly sad ones i 


which i3 


tho Sohabbos boforo fiehe fib. roro joyous or.os „„ 


Sohabbos 




- SO 












Shovuoth, Sukkoth 


Peoach, 


Channukah, Sohabboa Uagodol and Sohabboa Xachae. 

•° throe categories of festivals 
are ono. Rosh Eashonah and Yea Elppur 
snothori then there ere tho aoni-holidaya Hie i-uria end 

Channuhah. Each nn a 


brought its own unique manner 


special 


and ceremony 


specially 


for it followed wd eko 


of heetie activity. To make a houeohold yomtovtig i 8 oujor 


Ing house-cleanin 


Pari 


earlier. A3 every oramb of choa 
j-x'on a room, the room was sealed 


stages. 


0» foallloo virtually earnped la kitehea 


the last 


bam, and weather permitting, oven 


oyer or 


tho 


regular kitchenware had to be quarsn 


any 


3 space in 
sub3titute. 


scoured 


to yield 






I 


enecd bcJcor o 

!cing and tran 


cash and carry commodity. 

he dough and did the baking 


Tho 


pounds was a sort of holiest of holy, not to bo 


1 The speei 
hundred 


burning 


evening 


the heads of 


crambo of bread in a few corners of the last 
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to bo kasohored (oleansod). 
a gooeo wins into a cloth, tied thl 


f uoy then swept the cruaba with 

3 around splint 3 or 






discarded wooden kitohen-utcnoil, 
thia ceremony. 




aayins prayers written 


i or 


This was called Choaetz bad 


ikon. 


£e*oro ton 
Is of chonotz 
In our town the children 


0 


on tho next morning, Erev Pesach, these symbol 
were burned outside of the preai 

would oolleot then and bring them 
firo. 




C03. 




to the cit/ £uap for a barl¬ 
ow the unleavened 


Ihis iono # the eight-dey festival 






broad was uehorod in. 


The noon meal 
was corvod until Seder. 

of that day was epiood beef 

each epitomising some incident 
tho festival. 


wa 3 already yoctevtlg, but 
vhe traditional fare for tho lunch 
, naohed potatoes and rod be 

connected with the origin 


no natsoh 3 


■ 


etc. 


i 


of 


On this day the firs ■{/•born 
gratituue for the pas 3 in 

v;hen the lord inflicted tho plague of the smiting of the first¬ 
born on tho Egyptians. 

Ko ceremony ever made a 


males had to faat until 


noon in 


of tho Jewish homes. 


Z over 


deeper and more lasting 
average Jew then the Seder in hia 


impression on the 


home. I 
whole, hoping that anyone 

story will bo f 

I will, however. 


will not describe this ceremony 


as a 


who may over have the will to read mj 
with this function and its significance. 


arailiar 


dwell on parts that were unique in 
tnink, wore handed down from 

wore tho brain-children of 


our home,, 

generation to gene 


and I love to 


ration, and 

some of the many Rabbis and 


cantors 
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of the Uhry £cncolojy« 




: 




In text and melody. 

However, we paraphrased soxo 
* roach—G3naan-Hebrew 


followed tho original 

o^. tho salient parts 

with the 
Ye do a 


v;o 






Haggadah. 




in 




£ 0033 * tailing llhortios 
• aero is such a veraion of the Eohod ili 
(One, Who XnQwa It?). 

Solo: 

Und nor will drum, will drum 

Chorus: 

Cost Boruch Eu, Uvoruch Shcaau. 

Solo: 

g } 4 win druo * will drum predigen. 




French 






l 








predigen? 


























Chorus: 
Un, o*e 


I 


o-'- 


^orach Hu, Uvoruch Shcnuu* 

*rZ l0: TJn n. v/G r v/111 win dran prodlron? 

^? J^tt 9 ost Boraoh Ku, tJvoraoh Shcsa-,’. 1 '” 

IS 11 imn> V ' 1U ir “ «=“£»», 


I 




\ 




Chorus: 


Eoux sont les tables de koice, 

° a ' o'oat Boraoh Eu, TTvoruoh Shcaau. 




Hopoat first three linos -- 
Bn trots ? 

Chorus': 


: xi*oio sont les pores Abraham, 

Deux sont les tables dc Hoiso 
Un Cost Boruch Eu, Uvoruch Shcaau. 


loaao ct Jacob 


*Hop eat first t 
F ry ou atro? 


fchreo lines — 


‘R.uatrc sont les morc 3 Sora, 
Trois, etc., - deux, etc 


Tiifko, 

•, - un, etc. 


Eochel et Leah 




Repeat first throo linos _ 

Hn oinnuo? 

"Cnolus 


* ^ 4 M sont les Biblayottcs 
Cuatrc, oto 






returning to Un. 


• 1 




Repeat first three linos - 
E n si x? 

Choru 






Si 


sont lea Kischnayottes 

Cinaue, eto 




* 


returning to Un. 


• # 






i 














i 
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•Repeat first three lines -- 
En sent ? 

Chorus: Sept oont lea Sabattona 

Six, eto., returning to Uu. 

•Repeat first three lias 3 _ 

Eu hr. lt? 

Chorus: halt sont lea circonoisions 

Sopt, etc., returning to Un. 


•Repeat first throe linos ~ 

En nauf ? 

Lhoruo: Eouf sent les ncuf Jours d’Ab 

Kuit, oto., returning to Uu. 


•Repeat firat three linos — 


Fn di r? 

Chorus t Eir eont I 03 commaadcmeats 

Rcuf, otc., returning to UU. 


.icpsat first three lines —— 

En onse ? 

"Chorus: Onze sont le3 Etoilons 

etc., returning to Ua. 


♦ 


•Repeat first throe linos — 

Ea donas ? 

Chorusr“louse coat los froroon 3 

Oaze, etc., returning to Un. 

Repeat first three lines —- 
In trclzc ? 

Chorus: Eraiza sont lea Kidorottea (Middot do liaimonide) 

.uouze, etc., roturaing to Un. 


Another ouch song was the Ho bro:;-Yiddish-Csmaa ono, 

th0 rclral “ ° r whloh 13 «>° “.brow “Eimaylo loan v’lo Yiohob 
Sh0 “ >r » was Probably coa P oood at th. tta. whoa tbe 


fourth oup of wine in tho service had traa 


to the “Sweet Adeline" 
firinging song of that , 


' 1 


brought xorth the firo 


that he appealed 


for the protecting hand of our God and not the arms of Korphous, 

to 3leep in. 






ii 


A. 


tn. 


Vi V\«-*.</v a. JL v fc w 




o « 


Mtas <s\l & 

i^- / J* L <; 








(JB ft5C«L oa J{f\L ScdiLc^x 


C v't ck t- 


-‘'i 5 ^ 



• ____ 

^~Atye JW les -S^. vo / l^V-lC^TC* - t^ 6 L - <a^. 



cw o< 

H-** C* * £ f ~$© r^c- U U. 


i u 


^ c. 


Lt- v-rgp - 




jr i V cf «. etc •, v'et'u^ 


*~0rfr 


\S*s\ 


y 


a 


4 




















Being a foully with six fair singing voices* wo 


always 


several 


v.l 


us in the after-dinner 


to 


legitimate status in the Hesumon benschen (aftc 


dinner graco). 


While 


special 


holiday 


. with each 
theso dishes. 


tasting differently, due to the use of Hatsoh meal 


Tho 


2100 s 


balls) universal favorites, locnod in all 


and many 


oup to dessert. With the third 


day, the Chol-EEamoed began 


Eac 


among 


ono of the existing customs than, a 


it is in part, oven now. 


re oolorod 


rod on^on skeins, this was also the day when wo wore sent to 
our non-Jowlsh friends to bring them from two to fivo tlatzoh 
carefully placed in a napkin. This courtesy called for an 


exchange 


one raw egg 3 . 


rail t y 




tho recipient, as reaemborod from year to year, was the basis 


quantitive allotment 


is. There was great 
arly bird caught 


most ogg3. Af 


days of this half-holiday came the two 


days, and with them tho gloomy anticination 


,! Rumpels-night." 


Tas night of the outgoing festival meant tho tran 3 fe 
all the Pesaoh kitchen utensils to their assigned berth and 
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tho releasing froni quarantine of tho 

had to jttoh m. and In oar hoaao tt 
soonding three fli^h* 0 . 


safe landing 


regular sets. Everyone 
meant climbing and do- 
oautioua stop, to Insure 


holiday, Shevuoth 


the roast of the Weeks 


Posach, 


dDth day from tho socond day 


Si van 

From tJ 


This 


came at the ond of the Oner. 

Erov-Shevnoth. Jews onorod, counted tho days 

prayer, la a forn e l Tl n s tho aerial naabor o: 
nnd stating tho weeks and days that had el„„, 


val 


•a 


£-htor tho evening 


day 


cxaanl 


in Omer. 


This 


da7 ln 0mer ' «“* 13 »«ks and five daya 


ral 


regularly loat track of tho ooant and would call 


our house. 


iatloa to thin praotlco In division and 


good standing 


festivals liie 


wore not perml 
lag b'omer. Hi 


laj b-onor la tho 33rd day of tear 


al 


and 


beginnin 


^ - 

w 




1 *“ l * nlphabet; Gland the thl 


lame d 


oanlny throe, Iqnea neons thirty 


Superstition al 


aaie 


olimbing 


managed to get my 


as swimming and tree 


and 


ankl 








Shovuoth, coning in Into Hay or Juno, whoa the 

lilacs were in bloon and all nature dressed os a beautiful 
brido, was a festival of Joy. It 13 tho ooEnenoration of the 
day when Israel received tho law on Sinai. 

Ihe synagogue was boaochod with f 1 owor3 and foilago 
and young birch trees were sot in snail hills of grass-covered 




od at the approaches ana 


day thore was dancing 


11 tho 


and only confirmation services in our congregation 


1SS1 


My brother. Eaile 


It was a 


beautiful and eonsational innovation that, however, brought 


enough di 


after 


walls 


reactionaries 


typo 


ing to this day, chiefly objootod to tho participation of 


any main-floor synagogue 


Liho in 


our day, there were the Jealousies brought forth by tho dl 
tribution of the parts in the services, or even a bottom 


styled dress on some girl 
ly become a vouthfal advo 


; surprising th 
woman suffrage 


unconsoiou 


continue in the calendar rotation 


festivals and 


Eosh Machonah ccne3 next. 


prepare the Jewish soul for the spiritual 


there wore tho days of Selichos, 


days before 


shonah 


alma and prayers of ns 


regular ritual of the morning 








S3 


arouso 


pare soul 
monies. 


P«P*w Mb to stand before th0 Xoei 


uolocm 


:to4ox w la tiie of pronto* tM# , 

h ° m ° f a raa - “° 4e ™ »«■»«».« hat. *«, 


-at 5 om oe in which a French horn tales the place .f 
tony anoeator. Acoonpaniod by or e an and ntrln; metre 
noata. theoo conponitlona ranh with thee of m-Mdro and 

viduu, and -n 


that it took eo 8ceo time t 


o become accustomed to 


I adnit 
s lnno- 


can anderntand the objection to it from Iho 


arc 8 fcaunoh fundamentallet 


mi 


each prayer ana song, in 


tivala 


This 


When the Jew nald none prayers falling on his 


obor key, 

5 Of t'.70 occa- 


cailed Xaurim Fallon 
Iho wearing or tho ; 


knees. 


and white 


__ , ' -tv.ai"e 

o wi X Q 2H13 l)y oXlC V , OL / lf s T' f aAi 

• t0&c ‘'her With the white drena-at 0 f the 

synagogue, gave the iaprasGios of t’-- ant 
n 01 tn ° an-oroom to tho Ei/-h 

Court of judgement. \ ciwsnrmf . * 

A oircunotanco la eonneotion with tho 

I ’* 0101 "" Holy ia y 8 lcft aa Qverl . au 

iaiprosalon on a reeoUeetlon that eaddena an to a,. 1 ‘ 


tiii 3 


altar and Torah covers to the congre 
satin, richly embroidered with 


uncle donated a sot of curtains 


also 


and the comnun 


itv coo - . ' '- X1U - commu 

IV was as proud of this cos 

possession as a young bride would bo 


« 






of her wedding gown, ily parents v/ore the custodians 




Lay 


> ar/ay 
which 


* 


o set was carefully 

top of a wardrobe 
oso preoious possessions and heirlooms were ke~t 


leak in a chimney seepod through the protoctivo paoking 


caused a largo 


tain 


unavoidable 


and 


blemish on an 


or which 


one 


sentimental affoe 


venomous 


tonguoa 


the 




and 


forgiveness. 


uooply, and each yearly hangin" 


brought back mimed feelings of unwarranted remorse and 


the hurt one 


mar 


As now, this was the 


ouch 


ia 


and 


burying 


. when 

form * 


surnad as usual. Who has not heard 
accent on the '‘also” as: *'I wish 


also 


ITM 


Why 


One more, and 


nothing. Or Yusaef 


Jake, with whom ha had 


sane 


Commencing ag 


in 


■t of tha pre- 




eal ceremony. 


unique serviea was that of laschlich on tho 


afternoon 


'• Prayers war 
lake inhabited 


said beside a flow- 


The fish 



** 

i 
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1 




with eyes turned 


upwards were to touch 
hops we must turn heavenward. 


ua that for help and 
Bread oruabs thrown 




In tho 


water wore the symbols 
a i,ill widely observed by 
ns I have often witnessed 
Partly as a sort of advance 


of sins oast off. 


This 


ceremony is 

Yor2: City, 
Reservoir. 


pious Jews in 




our own 
at the Central Pari 


practice for tho big 
r Rosh Hashonah was obsorvod 


event seven 


days ahead, tho day afte 
Fast of Godaliah. 




£3 the 

ma a governor of Palestine and 
on the third day of Tishri. 


dodallah v 




was assassinated 




!Thi 3 was also th© beginning 


of th© days 


of T * Shu va, 

tenth day 
was very siailar to that 




days of repentance 


• climaxed by Yon iCippur 




on the 




of Tishri 
Ox tfio Sellclaes 


• She ritual of those da .73 




9 and the scnoral mood 1 

chamber of the High Tribunal 


vas that of tho 


ante- 


whera ^ufig3nent 


would be 


rendered 


on the day of atonement. 




A coromory on Srcv Yon 


Kippur that 


seemed to bo 
nost piou3 observed it 




on 


th© v/ano, for only 
Malleus Schlagon (Halkus 


a few of the 


, was 


meaning punishment by 
• in the position 


lashes). 
the above described 


One 


confosaor of sin 
Kaurin Fallen, 

mildly laeh hin 


of 


recited his evil 
on th© back 


ways while another nr. 
with a leather 


an would 


coney-bolt. 


Tho 


money-bolt wa 3 

ment for wrong-doing. 
. parties exchanging 

tat to tha 


probably the symbol of t 

This was 


tho most prevalent 


inotru- 

ent, the 
it-for- 
The gradual 


reciprocal 


a 


arrange 


positions 
second ona in tho 


3 with an opportunity for i 
os of tho strap. 


n 




4 ». 
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extinction of this custom 
deterioration of tho old belts that 

served in tho double 
■‘.nio was in days when 


no doubt ran parallel with the • 

in yoars gono by had 

oapaoity of bant and safe-deposit box. 
















our people v;ore coapcllod 


to havo their 




possessions in liquid and mobile 




form. 


I havo been told that 

reinstated b 


this outmoded 


conveyor of proparty has boon 






J 


many of our unfortunate brothora who in tho 

persecution had to oonooal and transport 
pocsocsions to harbors of 




yoars of Nazi 
a remnant of their 












safety. 








A homo core 

v;c.3 that of Kap oreo• 
houochold only, and 




ony performed a few days bef 
This was for tho malo 




oro Yon ICippur 

membors of tho 
was to bo a sacrificial offering in the 

cancellation of 










process of pleading for the 


wrongs committed. 


Tho sinnor would 




oay a prayer, 
tho houss would swing a live rooster in 


At tho end of it, tho head of 




a circlo ever his head. 
Thus, tho innocent bird had the 


chanting a refrain. 




sins flrtt 
its head altogether under 

was sent to the 
consumed in tho holiday meals 

was pormissiblo, but less 




hcapsd on its 
the knife of a Schochet. 
poor, but most of it was 

family. 

convenient, 
superstition, there 

that the fact that the 




own head, and then lost 








A part of the meat 




by the 


The use of a live fish 


When this by 


somo was called hocus-pocus and 
was great controversy. 


The proa argued 

service x?an 


proscribed prayer for this 


a part of the standard Rocdelhoimo 


? prayer-tool: was 
In our home, my orthodox 


enough to 


establish authontioity for it. 
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father, with a common sense leaning to progressive thought, 
released U3, his oon3, but continued tho service fer himself 

A matter connected with the culinary end of thn 


abshilin 


co renony 


when tho Sabbath immediately foilov:od a holiday, i.e. when 
tho holiday atartod on Wednesday evening* It represented a 
lini in tho preparation of the Sabbath meals. A plcco of 
neat or fish representing the start in thi 3 preparation was 
set aside and to it could bo added on Friday, the second day 


of Yontov, that which was needod for tho Sabbath. 
praycr3 were read by tho head 3 of tho household and 


Special 


re adoption for it was 


moment in the cyaago 


O 


evening was that of transition from bincha to llariv, 
the beginning of the holiday. The Scbsmmes would mo 
altar and call out, “If some one has forgotten Erub 

hurry, hurry I M There v;oro as a rale a few absent-mi 

# 

courageous people who braved the unhind Li sains: of t 


mar Lin 


tho 


grogatioa, and then faced eaoh othor angrily, hurrying homo 
to male last-minute amends. 

Yon Kippur, tho Day of Atonement, is observed and 


uay even by those that han 


thread on tho periphery of Jewish life and observance 
fora o£ colouration in tlio era in which LiV account io 


!ho 


ro 


lunptuous on my part to go 


*<• 
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into detail of explanation of the sober ritual of that day, 

but it will not be amiss to mention some of the clinaotic 

• . # 

moments in our services aa I proceed from Xol Uldro through 
to Uoilah. 

Tho Xol Ki&ro started with sunset. At the conclusion 

% # 

of the three to four-hour service, moot of tho congregation 
went hone, but a number of piou3 men remained in devout prayer 
throughout tho night. The morning prayer3, by tho reassembled 
full congregation, started at six A.II. and with tho exception 

of two recesses of ten ninutoo each, continued until after 

* 

sunset, ending with a short bla3t of the Shofar. 

Ono of tho high functions of tho day was the Uuchenen. 

ft* V* ^ » . *1 1 / J. 1 * t - * (Pfir, tfd 

This was symptomatic of the annual entry of tho High Priest 
into tho Holy of Holloa, and can only be done by a lohan, 

attended by several Levitc3. 

Tho chastising fact and the earneetnee3 of the 
prayers, the chest-boating in self-accusation, and the confession 
of sin had their purifying effect on the souls of most people. 
This manifested itself in many ways. The most immediate one 
was a gesture of friondliness in the exchange of inquiries at 
the end of the day as to the fast and tho breaking cf it. 

After this long day (Gentiles called it the “long day 
holiday”) of physioal and spiritual chastisement, tho regula¬ 
tions called for a very early assombly for the next morning's 
services. The reason given for this rule wa3 to avoid tho 
possible criticism of unfriendly Gentiles, who might refer to 
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i 




our attitude of oomplaccncy immediately after having gained 


Lori 


Hin wait 


rainj 


Under the orthodor rule that a toy must obsorve 


throo of the regular fast days preceding his Bar-rjitsvah, 

Yon Kippur bcoano my day of initiation in this duty of abstca- 


ance 


I did 


ye 


that 


and 




since. 


Sukko th 


Yon Kippu 


building of a Sukkah 




fourth 
ynbol o 


Jll 


uiac 


tabernacles, tho portable boo 


that sheltered our forebears 


in the forty years of wandering through the VYildome 
a pleasant event. 


In aone 


hou 


roof could be converted into a Sukkah 


inmodi at cly under 
Host pcoplo had j 


tenporary one, built fron plain boards, somewhere close 


to 


Our family owned a collapsible ono that could 


sot up like a house of blocks. 


unit 


ed place, 
the to 


permit tho viom of sl:y and 


it ivas ouon 


layer of branches and 


from 


11c were Iran 


whito sheets and the 


ansparent 


with paper chains and backets 
choice epeolnsn3 of the fruits 


as v;cll a3 


harve 


In the middle tho ro v;as a Yogcn lovid, and 


our 


Lon 


Only 
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durir 


would deter us from taking our 


cal 


ralay season ooul4 concnrrently 


ollday 


1 C0ttl4 never condone 


prescribed prayora for rain in th* , 

• 13 t3s rl4aal <* this festival 

of 4i “Hu>tlin S tho Snhlcah ci, 


weeks of celebration. 


tho drab days 


decorations 


day 


Suiioth is Slashes Torah 




iay of 


synageguo 


and even the elders. 


Sappy do oi by svayiaj fr<a A i:3 t# a Ug _ 


13 3 « or £k-Proccsaion throagh tho 

actually waltsod to tho Dusic of Hall<>1 

0 “ Wne Eorolla < Sava vent to their 


t-ho Torah 
'orah and ; 


day 


off 


an 


rually 


iuteronomy, 
‘irst chapto 


who ohaatod tho loot chapter of tho 
10 lattw to a youn- Dsn doi™ tv._ 


book 


„ t , ’ 01 0caasU - *“<> wrraoay opltoaisoo tho 

c °hvlhhity of Israel's heritor. y-,,-, 

hor-t^e froD eenoration to Generation 


an 


Eternal sysbola in the Suhlroth ritual 


the Xuiav 


many commercial 


zaa^ 


ulav 


water, and 


— i ro, the 


tall Xuiav symbol! 


'aturos air, fi re . 


the willow of the brook, water. 


:7rile, growler f-n 

o °- c uo tho ground, ourth. 


" hera ar3 oth er explanations 










- 100 - 






o± thoao ouch 
tho pala branoh 
willow, tho lipo # 


as tho citron sk 

o 

> the spine, the 


aifying tho human heart, 
nyrtle, the 






e 70 , and the 






Tho ago-old 
crogia" is still 


proverb. 


n L T aoh Sukkoth ko 


on dio 

cost modem slog" 
or criticises indecision 

that has become 

willows which 




r 


<iuotod and bettor than 


4 




emphasises the futility 


of hindsight 




or dolay im 


oreoutioa. 


L Sukkoth symbol 




somewhat obscuro is tho Shanclo, 
during tho 




a bunch o£ 




sorvloes on Hoshaaoh 


Rabbo 

typifying the die 


was fiercoly beat 
appearing cina 
rvanco. 




con. 


tho falling lea 


VO 3 




ct tho 


end of this 
is tho day 


period of 


penitential obse 

on which tho fate of 




liOshanoh Rabbo 
0< * end scaled. 

and a 


; 


mortals is eig 




Sulioth past 

spirit of depression 
v;as a season of 

long dark nights, 
drudgery of 

burning stovc 3 


coast the bo 




Sinning of winto 






Gradually spread 




over tho people. 

snow. 

chores to 

oi neat by wood- 

early 

accepted, 

our night-cwls 


Ahead 
Thors wore 




sovoro cold 
sickness. 


and isolating 






and cany added 
xao incurficiency 




.v» 


yil 0 




country life, 
and Illuminati 




-on by oil lamp 3 made 


retiring attracti 

nora so than tho 

were "yamnoring" about. 


Ihis situation 


vc. 


was graciously 
curfew that 






recent wartime 


*ho Channukah foatival, 

from the twenty-fifth 

brightens the bleak 
dedication of the 
piphanes. 


observed for 


eight days 


day of hislev 

*-iu. 7 intor days. 


• ic a Joyous 
It cocmc 


event that 




orates the 
boen defiled by 


tomple after it had 
Iho heroism of tho 




An'5 lo ohuc 








■^acoabbocc. 


that conquered 


Mg 








1 
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t 




# 


armies, is ever an inspiration to those who foel that God 

is on the side of tho Just and that ths spirit is mightier 
than the sword 












. Symbolizing tho miracle of tho eternal light 
found burning in the temple when it 




was cleansed, lights are 


lit by oaoh male member of the family, starting with 

the first day, and adding one for each succeeding day, until 
eight are lighted. 


ons on 


In our home wo used copper and tin 










Kenoraha 


, each having eight compartments for oil and wicks, ' 
and a separate placo for tho Sohammes, the pilot light, 
only the malo members wore to light lights, 
oubstitute for those who 








While 










tho fenales could 






wore too young or absent 




froza homo. 

We wero fivo nales end forty lights with five pilots wore 






great illumination in that ora of oil lamps and candles. 

Each participant chanted tho blessing 

. That done, all tho family Joined in the nooz Tc 
(Rock of Ages). 


over tho lights 


In solo 


ur 








Channukah, liko Purim, was classified as a lease* 
holiday, and business v/ent 




on as usual. 


It was a time for 
grownup 3 and a distribution 

Panily and friends 


tho exchange of gifts among the 

of monoy (Channukah Geld) to the childro 
gathered for card 

that of spinning the Trendol. 


n. 


Tho mo31 popular game, however. 


games. 


was 


This was a cubo of wood. 




•large size dioc, with a pointed stilt at the botton 
it would spin after it 




on which 


was given a twist by two fingers 

as a stake by 
Letters from 


on a 


stem at the top. 


2 'one 7 or walnuts wero put up 
the players, who took turns at tho 


spinning. 
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alphabet 


app carls, 


of the 


indi 


plays 


chare 


hleph meant all, Hay noant 


halJi, Soon meant nothing, fyin meant hi 


She 


synagogue serviocs were augmented by a few 


oial prayers and the lighting of Channuksh Ugh 


large Eonorah* 


Channukah was cno 


special 


like Schabbos Eagodel, 
Schwarz Sehabboa. With 
ploaoant injunction the 
with Channukah, walnuta 


Sehabboa L’ 
. Channuksh 


chuc 


.uvah 


alws 


Startinc 


bo eaten* 


explanation 


grown undo 
then* I vj 


tnc shin of the cut between harvesting tins end 




11 thi 


injunction a pleasant one, and youwould boo 


alnu 


Aftc 


cane Purin, festival cf Joy and 


ing 


It occurs on the fourteenth da." 


of 


councilors 


fron 

day. 


Hanan, tho Hitler o 


•ha 


many 


Idordecaie 


•r people has so often been in the balance 
ic aartyrs, we have za a pcoplo persisted 
do so as long as v;o bring forth the 
a.iu. Lac cab bee a that have courage, vision, 
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a**d faith in tho 

Juetico of our cause and tho divino pur- 


pose of our dc 3 tiny. 


Kegiliah 


is 


chief ritual of the day 


the book of Esther, 


like 


v/as road fron a parchment 
Jewish hone-libraries wer < 

M a long ilogillah" still ™ 


illah 


than 


and 


nanuac 


colloquial way 
tlreaono opistle 


oiy 


2?colfJ. fooJa f 0r thin toy BO ro the Pur 


(on the order cl 
known in our din 


banging of this neat in tho ohinnev 


nan. 


and 


Hanan. iho 


execution of tho vlllainouo nonotcr. 

Children v.-oro nnohel and receive 
'•era iOlly parties, eonotlraos Jurlc hallo 

in tho year when a Jen ronl4 he aroused 1: 
aliChtly m tho content of the cap that ci 
Mortal proverb, horn ffon the Purin am, 


synbolio 


the 


There ia an 


- wurxo spirit, referring to 
^accountable behavior of people or those who would eh, 

wrong moment for a conventional act, this being n&11 ^ 


and on Purin 


(sober). n 


family 


■ t — 


hs 


’> such a3 Sochcr, 2ric 
1 ar-iiitzvaho, Cnaeale 


there 


ilahe 


weddings, Sanotification 


or a 
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roaodolod 




yoasogue 


torn nalo 


of the family wer 
nenta v/oro served 


within a vraok after tha arrival 
coded by a sister. Halo frienda 
an evening ceremony, and refresh 


all 


Brie Kilah. sonotiaos hold in the synagogue 


one 


In the homo# 


such occasions the godmother 


bat noro often 


ayna, 


football playor v;ouli h2To loon ^ tho e 


:aay 


tlio gedo been ino 

* —- 

held by the boys invited by 
the oporation. They rcceiv; 

Ao a debutante nev; 


i.1 


n# A Preferred position was 

anily to hold oandlos at 


hand 


liilah 


ny debut as a living candle 


so docs 


nind 


was born to one of our neighbors. 


was 


A baby boy 




hoops of cookies. The nonen 
Tnc godmother called out to the uaid_^ 

Orlns no tho ba s with tho bonbons !'■ Flour b ,. a 

_ L ■ 0 # 


uountains of candy 


had ar 


bursting 


C-ain saehs. 


childish fanta 


but woe. 


waaQ » Passed through ay 


roali 


fillin-saoh froa which three can 


brough 


couhtod out to ouch ono of ua. If tor that day I toot ry 
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Eollogr 


nmae 


coxi'3 xina nciscen?" (what s' 
To this the parents replica, si via, 


chorus 


almonds, waluut 


an 


; tho nemo 
Distribution 
wed, then 


rapid exit of the hungry mob. 


I have acvsr been able to get reliable information 


about the origin of the word Hollegraeh. 


le 


•'Holle" was the aiotncao for Venus, the .godso3 of sexual 
t-iO oueny of spiritual, love* la her resentment of the 


anoti 


iaga toad, blessed by the arrival 
rl:cd around for vengeful mischief 


'•Grach" 


(sometimes M lTreisch n ) 


reacted 


(ccroams) 


«s 


during the cutting of air circles with t 
the scrosms of pain suffered by "Hollo. M 


knife, depictin 


The Bar-LIltzvah, the attainment of Jewish majority. 


naiaed a man's privilege even to this day 


woman 


suffrage. As an old-time advocate of the doctrine of woman's 


rejoice 


righ 


innovavion Oi who induction of the female into th"' 


very recent, but still unpopular 


rani 


Jewish citizenship. 


I an cure that 


would 


11 


1 the non, and even 


their hcad 3 in liomay ovc: 


dical 


Let ua be generous and think 


llcntry was at tho bottom 


they did not wish 


and that 


manifold 


woman, the duties imposed unoa man 


Inning 
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Bar-lilt zvah 


observance 


typo, adhoring to the frozen dogma and 

til! vory evident and no les3 stubborn 


thaa 


I will only s 
ins ny own Bar-Hltzvah 


April 


Lhr 


dorm the special experiences surround- 
n the month of Ulssan, 5647 , 

Achre Loe-Kedosohia, a merger of 


two, to fit in tho spaoo of the twolve months lunar 
Chazan Hallman was engaged to Instruct mo and setae 


between 


quite 


part 


ako 


of the lo; 
an sulked 


io he had chosen. Father won; 
1 it had to be chantod. 


coprano voice irked tho Chazan 


He olaimed it was too 


moh that of tho 


choir-boy 


hold me in. 


day came 


Tho brakes 
preceding , 


itioally ill and 


my moth 
Emotions 


high 


my 


only 


iy lifo. 


thi 


them 


day was over tho people had dooided that 


would be a sin, for which tho lord would punish, (An a 

Father was convinced, but 


Chazan 


and 








ano thor 


Holes, 


man and friond of tho family 


tiiat of Salno 
His objection 


me was 


promise that a Jewish boy not epoakin 



























An ontorprising Sheehan 


female offerings 


She loots deteriorated as tho doworie 


rose 


ins 


pictures 


an 


cli- 


that 


s> 


marriages 


quailed that of today 


cany chanjes 


status 




onhood and o£ Ilf o in general 


apparent lessor decree of marital successes in our era day 

At the Gaasa tho noarest of tho fenilioa cans to¬ 


gether - or a visit of a day or ti70. 


was 


half 


this 


•i-hcro aro a jay explanations 


probably sprees that 


broakins of a glas 3 at some woddins ceremonies in those da^o 


dins 


exchanged 


sot. 


the 


usually 


The Chosen 


would, visit the bride's family a few times in tho interin 


distance 


family 


al 


These wo no not always tho larsor on 
obscure towns had sained reputation 


■_ 


cate 


Ano th 


bewilderment that guests 


small places night have 


esporic 
habit an 


was 


say 3im or ton thousand in- 
very attractive to those 


froa smaller places. 


two- or three-day 


Tho civil 




■ 


f 
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carriage was attended by those Immediately concorcod and 
tooh plaoo on the first day, when the rogular gaest3 gradually 
assenblcd for the hig occasion on the noxt day* 
cervioo3 wore at noon of the second day* 
scein 

lato afternoon and lasting far into tho night. 

0 

noming. 












Synagogue 

There wa3 sight- 

visiting in the early afternoon, dinner, starting in 

Dancing till 






<r 


















I*vc been told that tho tom Llcsuman-benschcn has 


quo 1 3 . 


its origin at wedding b 

assembly for this speoial rendition of tho prayors 


Three malos of ago are a 








mini: 






after a rcoal. 


The honor of leading in tho chentin 




of this 






liturgy ordinarily was given to a guest, if ono v;as present, 

# 

and. if not, tho nolo nembors of tho family rotated. 
wodding3, however, this distinction was auctioned off and 
awardod to the highest bidder. 

money) was given to charity. 

On tho third day. 








A A 

Aw 


* 








Sho yield {tho Ilczuman, 


tlic 




- headaches, indig 
planning of new matches, and whatever elso it tool: to 


ostion, 


ossip. 


r • 




the hosts feel that a good time was had by ell. 

Hany of tho v/oddin 
The tom Sinwurf for this gi 


gifts wore dollvorod in person. 

a tod fully until 
I saw some of my own, that mado mo feci liho having "Eia !?urf" 
(one throw) of them against tho wall. 


I nover appro 


^ * 




Such was the taste 


displayed or tho spirit they conveyed. 

One faux-pas my family innocently made through mo 

in the selection of a wedding gift. 










The bride*o name was 










i 


t 
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Jeanette Woiog. 

ty tiioij? rirat ua?ue3 




llor mother’s Sttclla. 

so that 
Thore was 




Everybody called 




che naue V.cis3 was hardly 
a Iladamo UJoisc, a friend 






ever associated with, thorn, 
of my mother, to whoa 












I was sent with 




a catalog o£ ailve: 
^3 to liolv) mothor make 


ra&ro, 


vitii the reouoat to lime Uoi 

Jeanette*3,gift. 

which, in viow of its 






a ohoiCs of 




I went to the 








more obscure woiss family 
personal internet in tho mat to 










i'> rofUood 

as that Iladaso 




to commit itself. 




Vy hurried 




report at homo 
Only after 


M 


V/eis3 refused to assist, 
between mother 






some woclcs of coolnosa 
and her friend were matters cleared 

, it can be traced to this 
nisoarriegea of orders. 






'a?. If I 


am noticulous today 
similar fateful 




and toms other 




In thair wisdom, the 1~ 


W gi VO IS of 


our poople ncutral- 
connoctsd with the festivals 
« I will enumerate them in 


iSv.u. the custom of food abundance 
by the introduction of f a3 ts 
rotation of their 










tho 




occurence according to the lunar 
AS mentioned above, Erov-Peaach was 


calendar. 

a fast for the 
on the 

s in commemoration of tho breaving 

by Eebuehadaez 




first-born males. 








Then came Shiva Osor 


B * fanmu 


r» 




seventeenth day of Tammus 




down of the wall of Jorusalem 




three reelcs 




sar. 




beforo tho ninth day of Ab. 




fho Past of Ab (Tiahc B'Ab) fcllov/od 




on the ninth day 
first and 
Eext to Tom Kippur 
fast days, end its 


of tho month of Ab 


commemorating the fall of the 

This was 


second temples, 
it was considered the 


a day of mourning, 
most important of the 




t 


-T 


r 
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observance has in one way or another endured to this time 
Tho nine days preceding it wor3 a sort of "Lent” during wj 
no neat wan eaton, except on the Sabbath that foil in thi 


ch’vars Schubbog). All forms 


and 


celebrations were tabooed, 
swimming. On Tisho B*Ab t 


as were hai 
e synagogue 


and 


black, and worships©re prayed Bitting on tho floor or on 

stools with their shoes off. She Book of lamentations was 

chanted cud tho PhylaotoriOE wore put on during the aftorn 
instead of the morning prayers. 

Above I said most, not ell, oelebrationa wore cnc! 
L Bris Hilah or Bar-Hitsvah called for a spooial dispcnsatl 

I experienced an causing incident when my brother 


young 


and I visited our lun 


in 


a sue 


nail town with a Jewish population of about aev 


s e venty. flic 


cantor there was also a Llohol ar. 
things to eke out a scant living 


Ho had a Schcile 


.ntar- 


protation of tho law) 


Hi 


offic 


take place the day before Ilsho 


would 


an 


• By that time he 
end he dreaded to 


present himself unshaven at this portion! 


function. 


7.Z. 3 


that would give him relief in this 


eab arras ss cut? 


ruled: “The family 


and 
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ho would go as one of the family he could 
his heart*a content. If howevor, he would 


thero 


in an offioial oapaoity only, and this 


u 


would 


then 


would go as llohol and not as Hiehpo 


ho 


Hachonah' 


The Past of Godalia is observed tho dey after B 
This commemorates the assassination of one of 


Palestine *3 most bolovod govomoro 


tho 


day of loves esno 


TIUs commemorates the beginning of tho siege of Jerusalem 


lie bu cliaun o z sa r 


The Past of Esther was obsorved the day before Purim 


fcMrtconth of A (Lor or V f Adar 

On Erer Roch-Chodcsh, t 

halx-day fact was observed. 


day before tho new 


Iday 


iQir Jahrsoit, unless it 
optional with tho Pama 


rogation) 


days 


aonomal amount of sickness 


Hcnday3 


“ 4 Thursdays wow tho ^ chosen by the., proclamations 

. Stora disciplinarians life ny father roold order 
fast If S mcabor of thoir fannies would dmo »„ . 


this 


F » • 

O 


burain 


>* prayer and the recont malicious 
lordccai Haplan revised liturgy. 

cany ceremonies hold in particular 















localities that wore not generally observed. Those’were 

probably instituted by rabbis and leaders to ocmaeaorato 
evonts in their own district or community. 

I must not oloso ay account on small tov.n Jewish 
observances without mentioning Tehillia, reading of Psalsa 
for tho critioally ill, also Gomol-beuschcn, a prayer by 
individual* who have come through a great danger or havo had 
a luchy ocaape from richness or accident. 

lastly I nontion L'Vcnoh 2Ii Zadlish (Blessing of 
tho Boa -oonj. Ihlo ritual tool placa vmior tho shy, olthor 
outciio of tho ayno-oyao or outoiio of tho houo, preferably 
on tho cutyolny Sabbath and between tho 3rd aud tho loth 
day of tho noath. lu tho noutha of Ab and lintel, thio 
corenony cas joat P oaod to on cveniay after the rasi of Ab 
or You Xippur bat not later then tho loth or paat yell uooa! 

^y parents, oa I havo indloatod in acay plaooo, tooh 
tho dosnatic part of our roligion vary aorioaely. bat not 

noro so than tho praotloal applicable* of its tonota aai its 

touchings, - to do justly, to love aoroy end to wail v,-,™, 
with thoir God. 

I hoar a mother»a view of life, 
f.cll-founded in bol^e- 1 ” 

That truth must win, but hate and strife 
load nan to direst grief. 0 

A lather, undemonstrative. 

Always alert and heon 
tVhore service was imperative; 

«noro life was drab and loan. 
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*.ncro tortured nan in fever's 
loosed on his couch of death, 
ilia oooling hand, his praying 
Stayod on to final bronth. 


grip 

lip 


thoir pattorn of roligious and sooial 


xl±0 as my most precious horltago, and it is my 

hope that it may bo preserved through tho gone* 
thoir glory and immortality. 

...iZJ I SET CUT F03 AI3RICA 
X so i/ out for America 

in cightecn-ninety-one, 

I wa3 Civen plain Instructions 

On Low tnmgs hero should be dene. 


ervent 


:<;uarely. 


wc.*a ny father: n C-ot up early 

^ 321(1 c ave your Ge 
^- r -'- truth, treat others 

i.ever nit below tho belt. 


havo in mind tho nemo you'ro bearing 
xs derived from Holy Urits 2 

i + n-n/s ____ 9 


Keep it spotless by your conduct, 

£3 a con of uino befit* 


u& 


C.TQ r^tod 


,P CC 21 P^jr uq keep; 

-o vdac ocr/oth bindnoes 

in return will Icindnoss roap. 

And ia things of Right end Just' 
lo you firm, do not relent, 

aEd forgiving 
0 -- 0 iuucrs who repent. 

Though they call you hard and n-f 


vr, 


caliar, or severe 


your principles adhcro7« roajr 


Still 


ZZ< ioauent and lent 
u.ro Jmo U .ungs no never spoh 

enacted by his servico 

To the poor and stricken fol - 
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* 


la a mannor sacrificial 
That noods find its cr.va reward 
2y tho innest satisfaction 
Uhoa one serves, through nan, hia lord. 

a trembling voice opoko mother: 

(V/s all know her; nothors caro) 

"Of tho city*3 lure3 and pitfells, 

I beseech thee, 

Eocp yon. clean la mind and body, 

;/ash you roll behind tho cars;* 

Sry your prayora, norn and evening, 

God providoa, ao have no fears. 

Should temptation try it3 witchcraft 

On your unsuspeotlng soul, 

ICnov/ that every wrong in maid fo 
Every aia collects ita toll. 

I Lava watched you pi 
Climb a fence and si 
In hard work# uni pis] 

You will pay cueoac^ * 

Eora arc nccdlo, 

Ecney symbols# and 
That a atitoh that's timely taken, 
tho end may save you nino. 3 

Theca, their parting worda of caution, 
.^oro conceive! with true concern# 

End their frequent application 
13 the whool 3 of Fate* ad turn. 

Every day, in all tho thousands, 

Vua it happy, guy or 

Proved tho windon and tho viaion 
Of my Esther and ay Pud* 

tho legend of tho Plus Bird 

Change to actuality. 

And. tho memories v/c cherish 
their Immortality. 




















con# boy/aro. 


















±9 




and ati'.dy, 
ido on ice; 

and thinking, 
prico. 

d and tillable. 


f**T 


thro 


r ( 




■» 


o 


I 








"1 


3 3 


9 


■ V 


ray 


Be 


x n-.,ncloned tho beneficial influence 

leb Uhry, cncrci 


cf my 

d by virtue of hia einoora 
fer huaanity, and I an happy to fool 


grandfather, ITosho 




faith and great affection 




% 










^ ♦ 








t 
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that soma of his fino spirit had descended on hia 
the above-quoted voraes, I have given 
ay father’s religions and 
cuat rolato one incident that i 
of eaorifioial service. 






son. in 
a general picture of 
social ccrvice oonooption, tut I 

s typical of hia undoratanding 














































In 1339, ono of tho plagues that 
visited our country attached 

Apparently, provisions for the 
vention for tha spreading 
and lax. ily lather 
children# respectively ono end 

decided to take care of thi 3 

^ullcaith of whom I wrote above. 


periodically 
a family of five in our town* 






















car© of the 


brlckcn and pro¬ 
of tho oontagion wore insufficient 














, a young married nun with wife and tw 

a half and throe years old. 










t 










«.££?.lly« Another volunteer 




was 






They took along food * 
and clothing and quarantined themeclvea with the stricken 
household. One of the family died. 




























Tho tr/o volunteers with 








the long 


distance holp of 
buriod tho unfortunate victim. 




u carpenter and a cravelin 


aor# 










The rest survived. 






True to 








form, malicious troublemakers stirred 

tho families 




agitation against 

these good men, so that thoy too h 








of 




ad to isolate 




theasclvos in spito 


of a strict quarantine maintained by 




the men. 






Without foundation, they accused the two 
visiting their homos in tho dc 




non of 






the night. 


op or 


ch is so 




frequently the ingratitude of the hj 
months b of ore tho better 


ystorical mob. 
eonco of tho minority dispelled tho 


It took 








* 

































t 


♦ 
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fear and made the free circulation of oy family again possible, 
ily fatlior nevor epoho of tills, 

aftor, stood at his open 






* 


tut a friend who 23 year a 

cjraYo* insiarfcod on relating tho 
incident in the* fora of a eulogy and faroi/oll. 
















I have gono into 


roat dotail as to tho Jewish 




religious life of ny youth because I consider the experience 

of it of greatest importance in tlia shaping of cy viewpoint 
on life as a whole, 

of orthodoxy, its mysticism, 

service, tho rospo 

spirit of tolerance 

tho unfolding of 








it3 purpose and fulfillment. 


Tho rigor 

the emphasis on sacrificial 




for the traditional, 
for tho' different and 
truth on the march. 


when r.3rgoi with a 

an open mind for 

fora a splendid founda¬ 
tion for a philosophy of life that is satisfying, hopeful and 

comforting. 


V/ u 


Uhilo it may seem that I have 
from tho original fora of obeor 
of religious praotios is of the 
tho elimination of one jot 

I hope I will not seen i 
bigoted discrimination and 
alas, still unfriendly to 
reverence ac a Jew# 

extensive intercourse with othei 


in the years 


£one far 


rvance, ny present day nannor 
osccnco of the old, 

tittle of its basic cubst 

odost if I say that despite 
pressure frea a world that is. 


without 


or 


— Wi • 


7 peoplo, I have retained my self 

I find by ray ovr- 


r* 


experieneo, and in my 
that the loyal, 
outstanding in 


re, 


solf- 


reapeoting, domocratic Jew is 
cations as an American, 


these rualifi- 


or as a citizen of 


I have 






f 


\ 












* 
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found that loyalty 

the octocm and confidonoo 
religions and races. 






to faith and racial oclf-r 




oopcct ovoho 
of our follow-men of other 
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LUv, 

,^r 


J+Ov,Al 
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CHAPTER I: EDUCATION 


Education was entirely undor Government rulo, 
dividing the school population into separate dcnoninaticnal 


communities 


snail that that would 


p rac tic 


This applied to tho decent ary 


only 


la tho higher schools (Gymnasium, Renl-Sohulo, Lyceum) 
classes were aired, oncopt in rollgious instruction whio 
however, a part of the regular curriculum ana comnulcory 


It was given by the 
falths. 


di 


In our town wo had a non-sectarian kindergarten 
for those between the ages of three and sir. At sir tho 


taken to ono of 


A r 


Grade oclioola of liia 


donoaination. liicre \vcro four Protectant teachers, * 




.;o Cath¬ 


olic, and one Jewish. VTo had between ccvonty-five and eighty 


J ewi oh 


all in ono room, divided 


three group 
through the 


n 


oonpulsory school tern 


rteenth 


or boys, and through 


hirt 


Pupils could transfer to the higher schools, iaMn 


entrance enans 


In tho elementary schools, only the Goman 


language was tough 

Xatin, Greek, and : 


schools included French, 


glish, also the subj 


required for 


eventual entry into a university or technical training school. 
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fortuneto to havo 


clly good Jewish toachors for several 


nt Ingwillor, omooption- 


t own 


and 


now than Its expected allotment of high-ranilng 


nen 


and cuaiclans 


fcnnJie 


. ** attcna “°° ** «ur town school endod whan I bocane 
5 'oam old, and I entered the Quarta (fourths., 


tho Gymnasiuj 

I G 


Bourrillc 


Xindergart 


and 


'ul 


nen 


ally under one protort or another 


and life was lonoly in tho byways 


away in our snail 

roduoing the lure 
spite punishment from several 
had Its attraction, for It was oft repeated! 


It was difficult to hide 


uare and delus. 


adventure must have 




raing 


can atm fool tho oenoatloa of pride whoa ono 


to the Ecolo. Ecole atood for the Jewish 


othor3 were 


&o a the Kinder 


only 


Sohulo 


The 


friend s 


In 


bis fan ily we re our inUaato 


ysur in g!C 3i02i'tai*7 


^0 dunco-eoraar than in ay 


core 


I va3 given up as 


cant, disgracing a family that had throe wlnne 


honor3 


turning point came 


ey (there was no sohool on Thursdays) ay 



Him 


from 


hau 




f I 
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tinsmith chop, ana made me atudy the 
entitled "lor Kind." 

and pro-ad of his 
sohool tho next day. 
tion of 'Per Wind*.« 
hi£h above the othe 




poem I was to memorize, 
teothar, impressed with my 




4 






aoooapliclimont, watched developments at 




leach cri 


nvs 


o will now hear the rcoita- 
Twenty hands were up including 

2ho teacher didn't believe 


»• 




mino. 


re. 




no an£ 




called on eaothor boy. 
that I'd 


Sorely disappointed, I 


I silently swore 

od to 




never study anythin 


again. 


n* 


2£y brother aa 

Cot word to the toachor, and I tool: teacher and a 
atom with my version 

wind from then 


v* <■» r# 




sohool by 
The wind became a 


» 


of ”2or Kind." 




whirl- 






so that four years after I had storms 
second place from tho top in this ei*h 


on. 




i to 




t-ycar course. 


On the 




highway of this oducational 




I passed several older boys 
lihe to myself, the United states later b 

country of adoption. 


race* 






to whom. 




coons cur 






Sono of then wore cneojtlonally ouooeso- 

m, probably saying under their breaths! "Ho 
should ioavo the education. rl 


in buainc 




Tho school hours 
The daily cessions 


wore neny and vacations 


very few. 


were, Saturdays and holidays 
fron oisht to four, with one hour for dinner and tno 


excepted. 


recesses 


of fifteen minutes each, 
day before 


Tho stopping timo for Friday 
Jowi3h holiday was three o'clock. 


or a 
Tho purpose 




oi this allowance of tjm 


2 v;uc to bo enoouragemc 


r* v\ ^ 

-Uw x02? 




thorough wash behind the 
&ays of water 


oars before tho holiday, 
this weekly scrubbing •, 


In 


those 


c arryin 


- T aa not tho loast 


f 
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of the household 

m ° #th,Ia Wthered their broods, 
wash, end led then to tho brook f or 

The vaoation3 


chores. 


In summer 


some of the 




more resource 

family 

a rinso. 

end, 

season, and 


as they would tho 




a sorubbin 


/V 




were from Christmas 




ovo« the year 

baying 


ono week at 
four wools i 


castor or Posaoh 


• ono week at 


in August. 






Lost toaohero 

tho Jroifib toacho 
ootr/eon the 
ro ou 


were men o£ 

rs in communities 


*y talents. 

wbore an tho 

assembled i 


Tba job of 


children 
an ono school 

aubjeota taught besides 

fraphy, iuo 


ejea of six 


and fourteen r 


-•as especially difficult. 

tho three R 


The 


f s were 

History, a amatt 


History, Geotr 
boring of Physi 

and Eebr 


raturo, 

Cheai a try. 


Natural 


cs and. 


drawing. 


Singing, Religion, 
taught knitting 

had callsthoni 
to play either the 

vocal instruction. 


'aw. 


I7hi l o 


a special fomalo 


teacher 

boys 

r had 

”*fl classes in 


and other 


needlework to t] 


no girls, tho 
Every toecho 


cs and drills in tho 


open. 


violin or the 


organ to le 


**> 


dr brother luci 


* cm and I wero ths 


coloist3. 

* taG3 °i nine was 


Eis wa3 


cn alto voico 


* later degenerating into 


' c ° 7 soprano, later 




degenerating. 

on ® of tho three 


I was 


roui* pupils 


or 


at times 

'•vanted to 


aeleoted to bo 

become 

tho co 
*ssnt v/as 


sonitorc, 

Ly motives 


and I was euro that I 

-oro not 


a teacher. 


dtogether those of 
mind, 
nor and was 

I confes3 that my a 


nsecrated developer 

a privile 


cf the child 


Corporal 


Pnmish- 

constantly resorted 

_ vttraotioa 


jo of the teach 


to. 


especially with the 


beys. 
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to the profession was probably les3 inspired by a deairo to 
brighten the mind to understanding and foresight, 
polish the pupils * hind- 






than to 




” 4 de. 






An annual school cm oars ion of tho older chi lire 

sanctioned by the authorities but rarely tedeen advantage 

Objeotions were raised by families who could not afford 

# 

vary trivial 


u was 


of. 








the 


financial obligation that was involved. 




luuor 








ouo other factors that enter when groups of different strata 
of cocioty are brought tog 








A* I* 
w Ui 




'•or in a social way* usually lad 
to unpleasant eriticica and even personal strife. 


During ay 






years at the elonentary 

Tho goal was the rains of 
a climb of about six Icilonets 
of transportation, 
at the Inn at Lichtenbor^ 


si 




ool v;o ha 


M 


only one such 






excursion. 


Sehloss 


liohtenbo rg 






a froa ho no* withoui 

’’•ere made for about sixty 
o picnic lunch could be 


1ft 




Arr* 


cuts 




• # 


* who ro 

eaten er.i a reet tolcen before 


•f-.u 




tho return trip down tho 
To compensate the Inn for it 3 


ountain. 


nocoaaodatio 


Vi ? 


1*3 


v/ero ordered as follows: one gl 
girl, one 


ass of 


flm nr* 

^ MWW 


rry syrup for each 


glass of beer for each boy ovor ten* and half e 
glass for these under* 




expto bo 


shared C£uc.lLy* j' 1 * 

discrimination in this distribution would have been e 


r- fl*W r\ 


start 


a town 


revolution, but 

arising froa the fact that 


addou to this was 


a complication 
enough beer 
two of tho 




there wore not 


tumblers 


available. 


Tho lnnlccpcr decided that 


allor boys 


r f '» 


should drinlc out of one 


ilaas. 


Drop-spli 4 "*--’ 


at the sco" 


*0 


o 


U w 










N 






- 131 - 








oa origin had browed to a boiling-over moss* 
natohing that at tho mouth of 


to a foam 


coco of tho outraged papas 

on tho cattor. 
looh about you and in 

onmouflcged fora tho samo human disposition still 


and naaa3, when their darlings roportod 


Don't choice your head, doar reader. 


loons 


occasionally. 


Teacher Oppeuhoincr, cucoccdod 


ny Uncle Ecnjaain 


Levi. 


Hr. Oppcnhcinor cams to Ingwillor froa Hoabur 
the Palatinate in April 1872. 


in 




Ko died there in about 1902. 


Ho had six daughters* four of 
States and woro married 


whoa had eomo to the United 

to ccn in Victoria and Corpus Chrlctl* 
Toxaa (the Guggcnhoimor and Cohen families.) 


After his death 
s joined their American 

I have already apolcon about the fine influence this 
nan exorcised over his pupils, cany of whon did him honor in 
many quarters of thi 3 wide world. 


his widow and two younger daught 
family. 


Vihon I 


was eight I was 
’volvo, 

teacher of the intermediary Protestant 
tho charge per hour was ten cents. 


enrolled in a French class 


of about ten or 


organised by Hr. Georges Sutter, 

school. 


we 


I believe 
After this class disbanded 


ny brother Luoicn and I continued 
Mr. Suttor. 


with private leesons by 


In conci do rat ion of a lower rate of tuition, 
became holpors in his household. 


wo 


He was a bachelor and lived 
in a house diagonally aeroc3 the street froa us. 


mo ran his 

, carried water, fcopt his wood-bin filled, cleaned 


errands 
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i 




1 




filled the latros and frequently brought in hi 3 meals 


from the Hotel du Solo 11 next 


Good 


with a flaa ocaco o t honor, tall, good looilag, uoarla 

ho waa proud of hia fluonoy i n the uso 


a 


beard and 


Alsatian 


intimates 0 ? 


and I fitill have some letters ho wrote to mo la _ 

discontinued the lessons after I entered the Gymnasium 
where French was part of the rc 


our family 


I 


jular curriculum 


ily musical 


piano 


short term 


It started when I was 
liny. Ily cood-loohinr- 


younj 

taught 


(she wa3 sweet sixteen and 


did 


to my c 

time... 


<7 teacher. 


throe 


displeased with the tempo, breahe 


beating time with a stioh, on my 


pianist in 


sac 


sumption of lessons with anothe 


slightly younger than 




This was also of 


du ra ti on 


dao 


learned to play a simolo wait 


After a 


losoon, la the tolllght hour, taming the catchy nolcly 


ny new piece, I followed my 


had star 


family 


■hythni c 


musio 


dance 
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Even then wo had tho idea or the present pig-latin, 
and ny brother and I Invented a private language that was a 

This was not entirely original with us, 
for I remember the Goman sentence that became Latin-sounding 
by the shift of accent and the joining of 
like this: 






latinise! German* 












words* It joco 






* 




"Eaus Kchl/ass, Bch Kohl/frasa, Koh/kloe/fand, San/cie/ass 
Separate the words, 

porfect Corean. 


It 


shown, by vertical lines and it i 0 


as 


liodem humorist a have frequently indulged in 
sort of paraphrasing, a3 shown in tho dim 


this 


of the following 


n *•- 


story: 


A sedate, middlc-*" 
hundred dollars to hor priest, 
haul made at the race track 
shot, ouno in. 


od woman brought a gift of several 
stating that they were a lucky 
when Lovitlous, a hundred-to-one 






Tho priest refused to aocopt this talntod 
money end oppressed astonishment at tho fact 


that she. 


a 


woman of refinement and culture, 
like bookmakers. 


should mi 

7hy Father," she protested. 

They conversed 


with common folk 


t: 


"they were 


•« 


37i ox eiu.cr.tion an! treodinj* 

solves in tho language of our holy writ, 
cay to the other: 'Jesus, 


them- 


I hoard one of them 
riticus wrecked us.'“ 


liar hue, I 




f 






CHAPTER II: 


PLAY 


X« is hard to bolievo that 


u a youngetor whoso iifo 

Q, ocnool, ohuroh 
And yet wo had 


i3 filled with tho 


many duties of tho ho 


and cynegojuo, v;ould have time for play, 
our full 3 hare of this, 
kind. 




vciy season brought its epeoial 

t apinning of tops 


Springtime moan 
out of the bark of 


» making of fifes 
hooting marbles, 
for no good purpose r.r.aiks 


sap-filled wood, o'. 


rollin'? 


uoopa, catching and collecting 
a brown c 


r# 


appearing in 




sy on the newly loaf-t 


odeeke1 trees. 
Trampling down 


Summer brought 


tho naying- 


ceason. 


the 


hay in the loft was fun 


1 yielded 


^ 

>1 4 


a nit tie pin-money, 
few spoolall sto. 


Another remunerating pastime for 
me, was tho colle 
dried and cold 

Hollander, liudenbloos 


a 


including 


otion of wild flower 
as curative teas. 


s and bloesocs that 
I name Kanillcn (ec 

few of these. 


we 


nomilc) 


oms, 


r> 


The soacon for fishi 
mast have been the ichtl 

streams booauso 

# 

inches long. 


r o opened in Juno. 


Cur brooks 


kyological orphanage of tho 

I never saw a fish in them 


larger 
more than ci~-- 


ihoir parents had oithe 
Caly and August brought Lathi n r 


- die4 or deserted then, 
c, also long days with 


extended twilight hours 


, most propitious for 

game I hold tho 
—coop but loot the knack 


games cf hide- 


and-seek. 


In the latter 
to cquoeso into a chicken 


- CCCi?C.« 


at ny 











« 
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euro 


51 exit. IThen the frightened, feathered 
07 8.0.8. with their hysterical screams 

the visit t.ViA r»T rr _ 


inliabi tan 


in 


Ghotguno 


I was raccuod 


trial without defense the next moraine 


only 


117 


his e ^ c oa oa ° si do, and tamed c 

war games in the fields and woods 


2ooi 


brohen arm 


tree climbing, polo Toni tins, etc, etc. A trotoa ur- 

“ -» along a tro-lneh ledg. 

■uton wall of tho city tell la only a memory, bat a 

ny yorohoal that boa booono vlnlblo with tho reocCir- 

M _ « O 


my hair, lo an ovorlaotlns aouTanlr of a victo: 
battle. The harveotlng of cutout e brou S ht eoverul 


:sman 


similar to shooting mar bias 


thrlvod 


our 


and t riche 


One 


Pleyor put up his stales and 


a-cj mama a trumped-up claim 
"Helmelehay 11 which means 


•w 


your 


05 

all 


hlomielo cu 


Tao 


this in my 


young man several years ny senior, later cn 

G ^i-ti UvJU d. "t/0 3 . t) A GOTT^ A *4 

0wCPJM - Icacling, successful 


Cw7.0 


e iVostom 


mem 


Eo u-^u. to prey on ay older brothers until ny 







diplomatic mother, fo 


nuitable reward 




chaperone 


ado him tho!- 


man amio 


=um Gartnor nachon“ (naming 


gardener 


§ *1 

tills incident is: 
the billy-goat as 


According to rule 


I should have become a gambler 
’.run Street opooulutor. If one of tho vonturoo 
od and operated uould have boon tho donoral- 


today 


and oaaoollod 


« to bo. 


o 


?ag 


tamps and placed them 


or poy^D 
marbloo. 


leaving a blaah af 


otairo 


ably 


^ agreod amount 


walnuts 


"ho find on the 


to bo in 


odiately replaced 


Paso belonged to tho pleyor and had 


Shore Boro othoro carpeting ia tho 


I aacLo honest booi 


CC^iO 


-*'or a weeh or 


in late Augus 


orop of hopo v/aa out and ito fruit 

*“ oa opportunity for noncy-cuhin 


the 


'hi 


lag 


growers brought tho 


and 


bundles 


owners. 


brother and I preferred to v,orh ia tho 


^oent tailing alon 


currently with hop harvesting 


■7 • Tho a;: e.e 

I havo often 


cam 


vie tuals 


Otlll the appetitoo otlnulutod by this 
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fresh-air occupation. 


i7o rocoived tv;o coats for filling 
fairly largo basket topped by a eloping tower of the hope. 














2ao sort hopo v;ouia sink in tho baskot under tho weight of 

It would taka czport handling to minimize 






that pilod on top. 
this recoding process. 




hut v:o know all the triche. 


2ho stem 


9 






or tho fruit hc.»l to cfc^y attached or cloo the pollon* 
ohicr conponent, would hsc/o out# 
tochnl <nxo q that sped up production. 


tho 






7/o how3ver# had our own 
othing less than else- 

tocn cents as eaminga for a day would satisfy us. 








U 










If it 


ever was none, wo woro under 
I doubt that our car 


suspicion from the employer. 

t 

lags would have been sufficient to buy 
ount of Jergeus Lotion to bring our discolored 














the nooossary 
fingertips back to noraal. 


OV,1 






Early winter brought lasting ice and c 
games ranged from harmless 
to snowball battles. 


end our 


enow, 

tobogganing, coasting and eliding, 

end playtime was 
ferns of play. 


Tho 


days 


hort 


y. o ro 




lialtod. I have not 


ntioned all tho 


have I spoken of those especially devised for the girls, liho 
softball, repo Jumping end tho 
Somehow tho girls were not 

no the boys, having to as sumo ho 
an early eg-"* 


ring-around-a-ros y type, 
as liberally provided with play 


ahold responsibilities at 


**• 


and learning tho 


any needle crafts. 
- fc&vo given much attention to the 






and play 


game s 


to show how full could bo the life of 
tov/n. 


a youngster i: 


a cnc.ll 


-he fretting parents cf today would 




cn 
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tho nature and fora of tho recreation of that day. 
and primitive as they were, there met have been enough 
balancing factors to neutralize so£a of tho ill effects, for 
child dolinq.u3ncy, I believe, was loss then it is now, and 
we refer with Justified pride to echo oi? tho Lieu cud v/oaozi 




realty 
































that sprang from that age end influence. 

Simplicity of 12 




* 




e, a sense of rosponsibility to 
family and community, respect for elders and above all a 




sincere regard for 


religion apparently were steadying forcos, 
serious wrong-doing. 

Today*3 facial makeup, dross. 


guardirg against 


and other scasc-czciting 
fashions and customs, conventional though they cay coon, 

probably outrank in damaging effect the flaws in youth guidance 
of that day. 


Life in our town was an opon book and very littlo 

VfC knew every cou that would have 
calf, and also to whom and when a baby would bo bom. 


was secret or sacred. 


a 


Our 


closa and intimate touch with oil of life and nature gavo us 
an advantage over the city-bred youngster. 


koro of life, in 
vaster form and with grantor speed, unfolded before him, but 


1 


ho wa3 more or less aloof from no3t of it. 
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EARLIEST B2RESSI0ITS 0? SERIOUS F/JIILY EVERTS 


CHAPTER XII* 


I croat refrain from philosophical consent, a matter 
in whi c h I consider myself a poorly qualified ana tour, and 
confine myself to the relating cf tko thirds and circumstances 
affecting no personally. I tract that this will not to 
branded as erotica. I'm writing all Ihis for hone consumption 
chiefly, lay child of the present or unborn generations, 
with enough spirit of family loyalty and the will and patience 
for re coarch in ancestral history will pardon the amount of 
personal reference that is necessarily made. 

In this chapter I wish to record the noro intimate 
incidents in my close family circle that have left their in¬ 
delible impression on iao. In 1QC1, when I wan seven, ilerle, 

ay at age eighty-one. I recall 
the depression I felt when v:e wore awaiting the end in the 
room outside of the alcove in which she breathed her last. I 




















ray fatfcap's noth 


> paccc* 


r\y% 


z* 


wan pemitted to be in the funeral procession, headed by the 
older school boys. I remember some of the eulogies spokon by 
two rabbis. Grandmother had 


alone in tlae house she 


had elite rod as a bride. 


father and hie sisters sat Shiva 


there and a stream of visitors from nee 


and far, Jews end 


Gentiles, impressed me deeply, 
proud of being of the group receiving this 


I was a part of 


all this. 


ttoution. 


-J 




I 
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father's two si store had cono to IngwlUer from their hones. 
His brothers, ono in Bordeaux, Franco, tho other in Polotas, 
Brasil, could not attend. 

There was an ostate to bo adminiotorod. 


s 


In tho 


absence of power of attorney from tho son in Brasil, tho 
Surrogate soalcd up tho Secretaire in which estate natters 
were placed. 


It wao impressed upon no that this seal must 
not be touohod until tho Surrogato would return after the 

This was awaited by no 
with great impatience for I know that in that Secretaire there 
wao a nigh-full box of chocolates that had recently arrived 

V/hen all estate natters were in order, ny 

aunts returned for the division of it. 

# 

-hen I last visited my mother's hone in Ingwillor 
in 1011, there wao still a good stock of table and bed linen 
there that came from grandmother and wao a part of her 
trousseau, assembled about 1830. 

Cl 

a part of our furniture. 






arrival of decumanto from Brasil. 


fron Bordeaux. 


Tho Secretaire also beoane 


mother's father, Xazard £Loln, died in llareh 1332 

I never saw my grandfather outside of 


rm 


at age sevonty-feur. 
his home. 


Ko wao bedridden for several year3 with an infcotel 
foot, a condition aggravated by diabetes, 
in poor health for cany year 


He wao evidently 
I assume thi3 from the fact 
that, accompanied by my nothor, he went for cures to Baden- 
Baden whore only the very rich or a fow of the very eiek 

I know that grandfather chiefly qualified under 


' 


would go. 


# 


• ■» 










i-ii 








the latter statu 








to hiu, and bolus 




I roaonbor oarrylns a Turin cd 






ay aleop on that ni^ht by tho olara calling 


obened out o 






OVOlul 


was in a oooa To 


ny parents to bis Aoathbe 


,7 








They called 1 


dope 


V* 




ho othor by on 


4 - 


ono folio-.. 


;* 


By thio doublo lo 




V 


1 


ol^htcen months of aouruins 


t. tin o 


clapoo cf aix nontha, 


daily morales end evening 


* 


0>v4 




Leu 3 c 


had befallen ou 


_ 


of all but ceremonial 


**- -v 


ttsnfl 


u.ce. 


ynocosue 


» 


oabor Luo and 


^aments o 




the rearing c 


ft 


onj and tu: j.c , 


<T 


rlvolouo 


«/> 


at bordered on the 


4 


ren anythin 




batenanco 


alth cent-apt upon tho hypoc 


1 tfally looh 


l. 


ut many of 


V 


ncctcd with death. 


titlea 


a 


CO 


rlsic 




uit in tho losson of 


that day boro 


tho prohibit!© 




n 


JL 


4.4 


n of a to. 


“ 


reil u: ti-c stl: 


o o; 




i. 


adherence anl loyalty. 


breecht quite 


late 


only 


ival o 


The 




- > 


had 


our oldc3t broth 


household 


a charpe in c 


- 


1 


* 


t \ 


throe o 


the banbora 


c: 


lb ore 


startsd v;c r h v/ith Ideye 




* 


al -one autio 


Trt 


ddltic 




CJiCC 0^ 




od to 


V 


to: 




* 


;_sd to tab 


her, la 


» ^ f 

• v •*. - 


VC 




luri 


•- 


p. 


VO 


• -- 


ou: 


uOOl" 


vv 




-» 


V f> 


cool spot 


<n 


* 


hi 






* 
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Hio torrltory comprised tlio Ardennes ilountaius. 


Eailo loft for 


On hla 


A ri rw 


rica. in march 1B34. 


Tho Geraaa lar/s with 

roforonco to emigration affecting males specified that 
rC(ju33t for exclusion from tho G-on 
before tho ago of 30 vcat 


vi oita homo I hung on every word 

describing winter travel through this district and hair 
encountoro with wolvea 


of hie etorios of 


adventure, 

raising 




n Union had to bo 


•*o 


filed 


uU.. sears. 


Th i z 


was called securing 


cm 


In unpleasant memory of those days is tho simple 
mat tec of u lettor ho y.'roto to 
a theatrical troupe in the African 
letter had been forwarded from place 
put on with cacli move. 


Entlas mungs-Urkundo. 


'.Vhcn granted, doparturo had to be made 
within six months from the dato of issue, otko 


a girl friend travelling 
french colonics. 


g with 


ise permission 
i on tho list 


rw 


would bo revoked and the porson , c nemo rotainc 
of eligibility for military se 




to placo, and duo posts 
y weoka it f 


r/> 


-vies at c.jq twenty# 

ilo e s caco. 

c that the tiuo 


vac 




uer u 


io 




ly was 


Shore was some slip-up in 
before feeach, it was discovered 


ii r»*» 


Two day 3 

of grace would 
ho preparations for 

- had boon made. 


returned to our home, 
colonial stamps. 

position to prepare for h 

mysterious letter 
among cur out-of-town relatives. 

home. 


covered with 


bl a el 


and white 


rare 




french 


hoiee, by that time. 


* 


ad left hi3 v 


expire on the first day of Pcsuch. 

Quipmenc and stomship accommodation l 


an 


travel 


•* / 


2 dc:)artaro to tho 


IhiitccL 


o r\ r* 

*»/ w ^ w '* ^ • 


It was 


'..hen this 


arrived he was on a farewell 


decided that ho must leave home before 

lag. 


trip 


sunrise the next norm- 
1 good friend assisted in 


there was 


t tension on 


which was 


gran 


Tl* 


rev Peaach. 

taking him net to tho railroad station near j 


this. 


his rctu 


— * O — 


the duo post 


- ' 


have beon 

a stern parent, but tho revealed 


a;:o 


V. c w 


ot our town, but 


enough to provoke the anger of 
contents of the letter brought 
prophecy that in the wilderness 
a gay Lothario like ho would come 
heart was extra heavy at partin 
to our older brother who 


one farther away, from where he could not be 
He went to Romnnc.villcr to cur aunt, 

day, our parents mot him with his bag ar.d bag 
wont on to franco and embarked from Lc 


uo easily traced, 
and there after the holi- 


aaguuon. ^o rover meat 


_ - % XI 


or tho l^ovLcs. ch tho 


ip 


wO ^ 9 


Ho then 


Sjugc. 


to no good end. 


Gar mother* 




Havre to the Unite! 


and ardent picas were 
had preceded him horc. 


States. 


r* 


a do 




The authorities 

his time of departure and dcst 

Seeing him and my mother 

through sleepy half-open eyes 

+ 

sound that v;as to be ny goodbye, ia 


end to o!3 


wera very prompt in checking up on 

ination, but 


the people wo knew in this country, 
wayward sen. 


to keep an oyo on this 


ell went smoothly, 
at tho side of my bed 


Eg turned out to be ; 


a big non in 


aow York 


life 


and American business 


and mumbling 

still 


a brief d 


grant led 


I was not <piito ten j 


s old when my oldest 


brother 


a faint mcaoi 


Z 


r„". 
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vividly recall tho gloom at 

c **'*'■“ of the first-bora, 
bility I shared through the 
matter. 


the Seder table 


with tho 


empty 
Z of reepoasi- 


aad also the feeling 
importance 


Oi 


eoorooy in this 


Barents of thia 
could bring thcmsolvos to 


era wondor how those of that day 
send to tho four comers of tho 
Each mile of distance equalled 
ran slow and dangerous and the 

emote than new. y C * 

out into tho world. 

ends was an 


earth tiloir teen-ase boys, 
ten of today. 


Ocean travel 
orpeotation of a Wiedorsohn core r 


noarly every family i a 

Greater opportunity and 


cur tom cent boys 

• re*cion in no ;7 i 
w into account in 

illtary service, 
was looked upon w 


core 


inducement, but taken lea 

than 


naking the dccisi 


c 


was the fact 


of compulsory 


Ehroo years of this 
iived in frontier ooun 
Prussian militarism. 


ith great dread, 
charged with 


try in an atmosphere 

Wo were 


a people resentful of tho 
system 


injustices of tho Bisnarkian 
of the recurrence of ws 

tooh tho cting, out of the pain of 
some cases the hope for 


an * °cntinually fearful 

iis by their 


* Ecoapo 




iron 




sons 

and there was in 


parting. 


an eventual permanent 


family reunion 


on tho ground staked 


0ut ly tii3 ir pioneering sons. 


fnc United States and 


a for: of the South Aweri 
attraction for them. 


can 


countries held tho groat a si 
ono from 


V; ho rover 


a town would 


settle, others f 
Eew Orleans 


iron the q 
was tho first point cf 


"ms district 


would join him. 
tion for moot 




of th3 early cal^ 


rea from our seeties. 


Some 




* 
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of our family came thero in pro-Civil Y/ar days, 
atmosphere of louislana appealed to them. 

to find in the Building of Inventions and Patonts at tho 
Century of Progress Fair in 1939, tho facsimile of a steam 
engine, patented in 1352 by a Uhry, resident of Louisiana. 
Cincinnati also bocamo a point of vantaso and long preoodod 
Hew York as a place of settlement. 

marriege they spread out through tho South. 

Ily brother Koiso came to Ben York In 1833. 
can feel tho state of ennioty that hung over tho family . 
during tho ten days cf his crossing, 
had boen a fatal accident on tho Atlantic, 
throughout the days and nights. 

Hew York, I 
broadcast tho good tidings. 


Tho French 


I v:as thrillod 


Through business and 


I still 


About that time thero 


Hother prayed 
When a cable announced his 


oafo arrival i 


"’•allopod through tho streets to 


Al 




$ 


* 








K3 - 




CIIAPTS?. IXII* Iff niGE SCHOOL LAYS 


2 hi 3 shrinking of tho hone circle had 


a very sober 


ins efroci on uo* 


Ihe 


wore other contributing fao t or s of 
speak ?.:i a later chap tor. 


which I will 
been a playful. 


tTp to that tin© r 2*4 
soaking youn 

tree topn as playgrounds, 
tho doctor or at lo^ 
t of ay own op rain o and paina. 


restless, adventure 
proforrod haylofts and hi 2 h wallo and t 
I should havo boon on tho payroll of 






received free traatmen 
suppliei hin with, uaay 

In spite of all this tine-o 
and at 


for I 


oacoa oj. injury to qy polo and follower 
_ concuraiag 


0 . 


Play, I was a cooa student 


syo twolvo passed tho entrance exani 
Quarta (fourth grade) of t 


-nations to tho 


ho Pool-Gymnasium at 2 


Bouarrillcr. 


Hy brother Lucicn 

grade ) of the Gymnasium tho 
—aom and v/hixo ho ’.van 


had oatorod tho 


Quinta (fifih 
His courses included 

nd a much 

^•'ado corresponding 
In too subjects, history end 

a natter that placed r»g 
a handicap to 
or a brilliant brother. 


yoar before. 


nearly two years ny senior 
hotter scholar, I entered tho Quarta tho 


*•> 


o — 


with his in the 
singing. 


soxt yoar. 


our classes wore norgod, 
a slight disadvantage. 


*-s •*» 


It is always 


we *> 


in 


W 


tho shadow of 
Luoion ranked high. 


a groat father 


and 


Eouxwillcr is 


about five kilometres (thi 


"os and one 


half Eiiles) from our town. 


o dirt wagon-road was 




aaceo 


xon 0-1 stssp ascents and descents and 


a tirinr 


for a 


course 




1-4" ~ 




Ida 


boy of twelvo to 


cover twice a day with a knapsack ox 
school books and cupplios ctrappod to hla back. 


School acsonblod at eight-thirty. 


and with the 


oxooption of Thursday and Saturday, olass 
until four ? 


cocoions lasted 
for morning 
t an hour’s steady 


*a r 


* This meant rising at sin a 
prayers, ooffec and rolls, and at least 




narch, to be on the class lino that 
five sharp. 


Aomod at eight twenty- 
L groat deal of homework together with tho 


eupendituro of nuch of 


r qy surplus cnorgy, also the realisa- 

t a groat 

of yesterday 


tion that all this 
chango in me 


serious business, brough 
. Tho reatloss, playful boy 


was 


was 

serious, grinding student, 

on occasion, to 


suddenly transformed into tho 


relapsing. 


howevo 

which tho following HttJ 


?, to hie true old form 


c cpisodo will testify. 
A.o.y and then tho kindly drive 


r of a team would give 
t on the descending parts of the road. 

, one brewery in our town laid down tho fact rule 
no riders were to be taken 


u .3 a lift, at loaa 

However 


that 


cn its vehicles. 


To be fair to 


this brewer, in spite of the 
tho ne;:t 


fact that out of hie 


0 family in 

who welcomed tho 


generation s 


aprsng the Quisling 
invaded cur t 


asia whcn they 
later years 2 




town in Juno IDdo. 


I could in 


see slight justification for 

.1 flock of boys and 


this rule. 

between twelvo and fifte 

caused some inconvenience 

ccidont by a rolling barrel. 


girls 


cn 


cllaoirg on a loaded truck 
an occasional a 


and even 
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"ho trucks had strong brakes that ivoa 

On© wot norain" 


3 operated 

a conveyor of tho brov; caught 




from the roar. 








■up with us at tho Croat of a hill 

in.?. 




* craojetng the rhip in 
ho c tart eel ovc r 






v/arn- 






Tlie brahe 3 v.oro cot# 




the top a 
I opened the brakesj tho 
load overtook the hors 






sudden inpaleo overpowered 
aomontun of the rolli 

the road into a 

I got away talcing a ohortcu 
ccliocl on tico. 




me. 




nr' 


es, and off 
C 3 , nan and load, 
meadows and reached 
of reckoning weighed 


dicch overturned tho tore 

t through the 
The czpeotod hour 
heavily on my mind that day. 
















On my rotur 
corcplcint in hand, 

?o appeaee the Crivor and hie 
authorised to trJro tho matter oi* £urthe 


L^ruc ry father# with the driver 1 3 
oOOj* mo on hie laic 3 in rovorso and — 




employers, they wore 


all 


r payment into their 
remember. 

u self would hardly deserve s 


otyn hiuul3, and they diet, as 1 well 

Thio incident in it 


yceial 

Jeny of tho hundreds of other boyi 


mention as one 


surpassing 

were it not for 


p ranks, 


another that 


occurred ten ye 

proving how 


later 


3500 mils 


away froa tho econo of the first. 






email the world is after all. 


I \?ao one cf 
friends in Eewar*- 


several gue*- 


;V 3 at Sunday dinner 
Our host, to hi 


with 


* how Jersey. 


ue 




uuQ 


with their 
On discovery that 


beautiful country c 

the party c 
askcc. co cat with the coachman. 


4. 


tos* ordered a con¬ 
ceded. the. seating 

i’rorn tho convor- 
Aleman hailed iron 


vcy 




0 . 


capacity, I 
cation we started, I could tell that tho 
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cone part of tho southwest comar of tho Reich. 
Strasbourg as his nativo placo. 


Ho nanod 

Tho Inferiority-complozed 

village yokels always clainci the big city as their 


own. 

Undor further pressure ho named Ingwillor as it, remarking! 

% 

“You never heard of that." 
boy froa thora at Bouxvillcr. n 


Said It W I went to school with 




Driver: "V.'hat nano?" 


liy reply: “Uhry." 
Driver: “IThich one? 


Emile, Yoisc, lucien or Edmond? 


I know than all." 

. 

Reply: "Edmond• M 

Driver: "That Uackoo3 H (vagabond) 

• • 

what he did to ms many years ago." 


I oust toll you 


lie told co tho episode of tho runaway on tho hill, 
and his faco roflocted tho 


agonising fright at its beginning 
ac well as ch o satisfaction that cane to him at noting out 
the desserts so much deserved by the culpz*it. 


I then acked 

hin to look back, pointing at xay brother who was Inside of the 
carriage. Kg remarks ds "Ho could bo Emilei" 


Eo was. Then 

I aszed hin to look at mo and imagine the mustache ronoved. 
Stunned for a few seconds, ho burst out: "You scn-of-a-gunl" 

new mood and manner at first worried tho folks 












and bucybcdy calamity-Jonee brou^ht in all corts of coafortinj 
talcs about the dangers of over-study# 

At Bourne ill or had to have a place whore \~e ate 










p— 
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lunches, stayed 


doming 


and livod aa full-tins 


iay norains to Saturday 


Ins: 


allov7cd 


tanco (2rcv) 

-• Having classes 


day nado it nococoary Tor us to stay over Friday 


boarded at the hoaso of Hag Julie 


nr. 


ro woro 


rooci 


.irteen toys thoro; vto bunked frea two to five 
Lleala oa wookdaya consisted of soup, aoat and 




They wore raised to banquet lovol on Friday ovo 

day noon by additiono of delicious deseerto and 
Wine# I stats thAnn 


L o 


and satur- 


appo&ring trivial 


an 


day 


paid tea cento for cash of the lunoke 


and fifty 


total for tho ainnsrs on Friday nlcht and Saturday no 
ar.4 CO.-CO for broaifaat and a onao>, Uko Jolly-broad 


ay afternoon 


m 


otal 




dollar (based oa 1SS3 cnchan^o 


lodsing and wool: around 

e 

in gratis. 


cur marks 


Friday night 




'otired ( !, vcroc-tired") and 


Paris 


he 


v/ay 


•anate that a isne 


take over this 


willing to 


business, and having lcrg 


scr facili- 


fenalc do mi to 


i -“ 3 Soaeye Cano from Freiburg 
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in Baden and 


than 


culinary art of Hno levy 


Sho was assisted by her teacher-husband in naintaining poao 
and order in this largo and aired family. Tho Scheyco had 
a daughter Bertha, and a con Emoot. Eroost studied Juris¬ 
prudence, and on inquiry among recently arrived refuses. 


Judg 


days 


Among rry z- 

his fanily 




treasuro a leather wallet 


ny 


It ie easy to see the effect 


change 


From a one-nan 


af 



al Heal-Gyanas iun, facing 


sir to nine 


in 


curriculum, subjects with high-sounding name 3 like Geoaotry, 


Algebra, 


r* 


igo 


En 


ing 


and 


chance to participate in hlghe 


fron dozens of towns, Christians and Jews, 
rioh. Tho poo 

oducaticn, due to the chargo of a tuition fee, the cost of 

uoo..3 t setter dross, and tho boarding house necessity for 
tho so not residing in tho college tor/a. 


.hile 


long 


ere there by 
. many ways 


to give opportunity of education to thoir children. 


which 


in- 


ishod each year. 


under a stringent system of grading 


*• 


9 
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approximately twenty-five percent was loft behind 
For this and other reasons 


uolly. 


o *>v* 




any of the starters dropped out. 
My brother’s estimate during my first term placed rao in 
tho second third of my class, a disgraceful situation that 
preyed somewhat on tho mind of ny ambitious mother, 
worried over tho effeot of this change of school on her’ 
youngest. 


iik 


already 


"Time will toll” waa the aI 03 .au of the moment, 
did toll when the reports of 
£ributcd for tho first term endin 

day a blissard compelled my first absence from school, 
one of ny classmates from my town braved the storm. 


It 


scholastic 


standing were dis- 


at Christmas. 


On that 


T 


Only 


He 


brought my report late that night, 

K Yonr son renhs second a 


after most of my family 


***** •• -*■» ^ 


had retired. 


ht 1 ” 




r • 


r* 


Croat Joy, bringing tears oven to tho eyes of my at 
Thoro, in one short second, I was raised to the level of 


father. 


proper respect by a doubting family. 

I maintained the ranh of second throughout the four 
years with one creeption, when for one 

atlas factor was a state of mind I had 


I slipped to 


to v r < 


The detr 


fourth. 


developed during the piano lessons mentioned before. lly boat 
subjects were Mathematics, Physics, 


and Composition in tho 
My poorer’ ones were Botany 
I, the brother of 


I tech. 


ih 


c languages 


History, 






and, note, Religion, 
deficient in the study of Religion. 


a Rabbinical 


indent. 


Li ho 


the successful 


♦ 
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department store owners I mentioned before, 
"They should havo th 3 religious educationi rt 


I now soyj 
Respite it, in 

duo time, I became Trustcs of one of Anorica*a largest and 


foremost congregations. 


I raised one daughter to bccomo 


the wife and helpmate of one of the outstanding Rabbis and 
leaders ,in American Jewish lifo, 


and best of all, tho mother 

of ny throe grandsons, the oldest of whom unhesitatingly 
choaen to devoto himself to the cause of our People, 

Rabbi to follow tho compelling call of his soul. 


has 


and as 


This is not a freed: of nature or accident but I 
the ripening fruit from a tree rooted in fertile 
soil and nurtured through decades by a spirit of loyalty to 
and deep faith in a groat cause. 


believe. 


After ny first year at the Real-Gymnasium, Luoien ' 
entered tho Rabbinical Seminary at Colnar and attended tho 

lye0c there. 


^is absence iron home had & depressing cffcot 
V.'e had been together 


on me. 


in everything but play. 

A case of pneumonia with a 

ttacJca of Jaundice, bronchitis 
disfranchised him from the participation in 

With three brothers absent, 
satIon teat my day of decision was approaching, 

super-sober. 


ho 


was tho calmer of the two. 
serious relapse, frequent 
and nose bleeds 


-* 


our rough 


and tho reali- 


I became 


I wa s a few yoar 
*hon I roturned aftor tho 


3 below the average age of my class. 

my teachers, accord¬ 
ing to rale, had to address me with the personal nronoun “sio” 


cummer recess, 




« 
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instead of the "Pu. 
Thio new form 




Tills had cm unpleasant effect 




on r.c. 






ox address cooled the foolin 




Of 


n* 


congeniality 

cone of us during the first year. 

£oel that 


that had developed between 






It also made 


no # tho thirtoc 

a man, czpocted to conduct 

adult responsibility. 






non I au 


nyself a 3 such and to 


C.SCULI3 




* 


In the second ~ 
I wanted to learn enough 


year we started Englich and Chemistry. 

iu a short time to be able 
£3 to my two brothers in 


En^H sh 


to writo a lettor in that lingua 
inorica. 




V.ith tho sweat 
iMjr for ny mtro&iotory oentoneo to 


01 ny “ rK7 1 astcaKLsi tbc yosabn- 




ny first letter, 

writo to you 


hie h 




*4 


read: "Already a long ties 
letter in English 


C£o I wanted to 


a 


onco.» 


Soforo long I had the 
—-ear in my oldest brothor* 


audacity of 

correspondonce. 


correcting tho 




Emile picked 


"up his English in night school 

Immigrants 


and among his fellow 


workors— 


i*roa cany European land 


Eo £Ot angry at my 

later, I 

in say "Uhcro did Sam 
ocamo a part of 

* Arthur, 
went?" sounding his 


o. 


corrections, 
was chocked i 
v/ent? K xivonty- 
ny business family, ho 
employoe, saying 
w*s as v* 3 , as in tho 

In the beginning 

ecu Ingwillc 
great importance to 


V.hen I Joined him her 
the first days to hoar 


3 three years 






seven years after when ho fc 


e*V 


oi for tho whereabouts of 
ir fhere did Arthur 


an 


£ood old day 3 . 

Of the third High school year 




railroad bet? 




- and Bctmrilier v 


was completed. 

eliminating tho ten 


This was of 


us. 


/ 








/ 






I 




/ 


/ 




# 
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iilomatre 3 daily walk, 
sort o 


Ey fathor 


> who only respected the 

labor. 


x ^ccmplichment that was 
at first thought that 


made by har-d physical 


tho lunar y of riding 


would have 

0 = M and ehould bo Indued In dnrlne tto 

He was won 

viewpoint, but not for W. 


an 


ill effect < 

months only*. 


winter 


over, however, by the 


majority 


On a winter 
assigned to the 


norning a windov 
tr; 


1 T/ a 3 open in tho 

* and the car 
mado an unsuccess¬ 
es strong 


coach 


that wa 3 


“veiling studonts 


was very cold. 


Another boy and I together 
ful attempt to shut tho window. 

sen wore at stake. 


Our reputations 


V.'o tried it 
out tho 


ain, all 


n /> 


^U3ClC3 


strained; 


up went thG window and 

tho cost of dame 


Pcno, in a thousand splinters, 
a threo marks (eoventy 


££0 wa 


five cents.) 

ler hold us until payment 


♦ao station-mastor at Bouswili 


was 


ade. 


To oover the coot 


» the her cullan team 

" , ~il of snow and ice for 


was ordered to 


hit tho old tr 


r ono month. 


In my third 


year (Soounda) 

also c‘ 


wc started Trigonometry, 


used logarithm tables. 


- stadded Biology and Physios. 
Goethe, leasing and Uhland. 
Rousseau, and Voltaire. 


In 


C-er. 


-an we read Schiller, 
French, holiero 


xU 


* Racine, 


Each poetry 
r»s 

" 1)03 


had to be loomed by heart. 

"C-locke, 


Fong poems like Schille 

"Bio Lurgochaft.» 


Goethe’s 
r'm riuch, » and othe 


Spaziorgang, 


San 


ro. 


In this year I wrote 
on tho liberation 


a nigh-fateful 

of tho £.7133 


ncntonco in a 

people from tho 


composition 




J; 










I 
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yobo of Austria, based on Schiller’s 
had onphasis 


ilhcln Toll. 


cl 


the tortures anl cruelties inflicted by tho 
Austrian monarchy in a manner that annoyed t:y monarchist 


teacher, who referred tho natter to tho Penerenien Been who 
rsad loco majesty into ny treatioo. 

nc, barrel and snapped at no, slapped nc, drawin 
suspcnlod me. 


Tho Poser 


iazi coat for 




blood, and 






Tho Mayor of 
championed my oaucc. 
ended in a fist fight. 


our town, who did not lihe Ponex 
ry defender’s mooting with the 
After a hear in 




1 ! 1 3 1 


rt uruta # *» 




before the higher 

tr.c final r a cult was cy honorable rcinstatcr.ent and tho 


UP 3 


2 eoa f o 


humiliatin' demotion to a less 


desirable post. 

Thia unpleasant incident lator 


become a deciding 

engineor 


xactor in tho choice of ny vocation. 
i»S seemed consistent with 
eatod by ny teachers. 

controlled. 


ay special talents 


and was udvo- 


This profession v;aa largely Gove 


'Pisor council. 


together with ny 

apathy for anything so directly under 


own ins-_ 


A. 4 


ctivo 


Goman cover 
^ferent channels. 


eat do¬ 


minion. 


fortunately guided 
stead of now being a captive in 


e into & 


la- 


one of tho hell-holes, 
t aro the bee 


or a 


fragment in the ash heaps 


A.' 


J-4 . 




al acco 


plichuont 


of the savages. 


I am happily breathing the air 
of a civilisation that 


of a free land, 

the would-be 

docent and democratic. 

In my fourth year (Irina) no now subjects 


part 




1 exterminate 


.. •• 


exterminators 


all that 


is human. 


or 


added, but none of tho old 


ones wore discontinued. 


anl all 




0m. « 
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wore compulsory. 

nations that 


-reparation for tho 


comprehensive oxami- 


vorc to bo hold through tho non 


th of Juno, 

great deal of midnight 


necessitated the burning of 


a 


oil. 

tion) attended 

% 

failed. 


* ?he Schulrat (Piet: 

examinations. 


riot Head of siuca 


the verbal 


One thirl of the class 


Those ja^rcin 
Tho holder of this diplo 

to coupleto the re 
and was allowed to 


recoivod the Einjahrioh-Fx 


T 


aiwilligsn Zcugniss. 


ua was pronounced montally 
two-year military 


qualified 
training in one 


gular 


chooco the 
The faculty consisted 


service ho wants 

c-. about fourteen non I 
through Ob oriel 


d to be in. 


holding 


J.j . 

w X 


-los 1: 


ron Professor 


Poster 


rer, ordenblichor 


lehror (rcgul 


ar or 


registered tc 


—cher) to Probe 1 


andidat 


(tutor). 


1 Director presided over ail. 


son one had an 


appropriate 


nisbuaao derived fro*' 


sene special physical 

ho middle 


or 


other peculiarity. 


One, 

tony, was s, dcr Bra 


conin'- 


J to a bulge in ti 


of 


his a 


tears t • 11 (the c 


age) 

at was callod 


sue; 


-mother with 


similar anldii 


"tribution of 


flesh and f 


aer 


(belly) 


tl 

^ j • 


They cane fr 


• t 


mca all parts 


of Germany and 
habits. 


each group bx 


ought with it special native 
speech. 


accents, 
they wore good 


» * I ’ « A 


With fe 


exceptions 


.f •• 


«• 


discipline-" 


ians. 


no South-C-ex 


1 ,or> 


3 and hlcatia 




wero most 


congenial 


to us. I 
tho tyrants that 


luchy 




in my 


relationship with 

by the pupils. 

v way homo a 


two of 


were most 


feared 


A--- 

Af£L «/C 


favored 
after dari, 

inebriated in 


ono of 


ny elas 


-cs and no 


when, on o 
gen fclenon ,! slightiy 




wc found ona 


of these 




a 













1 G0 




























ditch besido tho road. 

tioa home. Tho nont day I askod about hie 
and told him of tho 

very spot. 


v.e arranged for his cafe tranoporta- 

eprained ankle 








many accidents that had happened at that 
\:q v/oro understanding 










friends ever 
atom, unfriendly bachoi 

that he v/as 
cv:n father iiad. bf'en 










Tho othor ono was a 
(j. nentiopi bachelor because there v/as 
a family of bachelors, end that his 

Friday night I v/as 




or. 








a ruaor 


of 




ono.) 

cent out to call the doctor for 




One dar3c 






one of our fcllo:-boardora# 

abb noli) I tooiz a cho 
need 


Carrying a lantern (a sin on the 

a narrow alloy, 

- Xchror Z, in 








art cut through 




, and there was ordcntlichcr 
of my lantern, in 




the very focus 

i clinch with 

I had been a 






an uaordeatlioho (indecent 


one of the robust peasant nails 


Ox tilC tOVHl# 

then on, 






3 student in his subject; from 

I heel the diet! 




I received 
so mo thing that only ti 


^notion of knowing 




1C 




teacher and I know. 


Ty most unforgettable t 

■^ian birth and character. 

encyclopedia f 

a fine teacher and when in /rood hxu 


* aohe r was Che rich 


iror August 


of Aloe 








do taught long 


*» “* 


es 


and was a real 


or general information. 


He was 


spoke tho native jar 
Sometimes ho \ 
nd doopito his good heart would los 


nor. 




gon 




in class, defying in this oil rul 
different mood a 




V* •* 




s in 


ff 

• Cu 


pc iris tempor. 

Ho ras 
:ch te« 
theory that 


smash an inkwell, 
the intimato 


split furniture. 


or throw a book. 


friond of 
and with him often visited 


* r 


r. Cutter, rcy ho 
our house. 




me-town p 


chor 


— 


On the 












T. 
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others could afford 
sons but thet 


to wasto 


nonoy on tho education of their 

9 i7ae doubly strict 
not do so well 

Shore he 


cy father could not 


with 

* **° would delegate 


• ^cny times when I did 
co to talco his books 




to his home. 


would lccturo to 
an v ' obstaolo that might ha 


co, pulling ny ears 
Hooked the channels 


to ramove 

of ay logical 

woull then call Julio, his olfo, 
bread and send 


vo 


roaecning at tho time, 
orve ooffoo and jclly- 


Ho 


to s 


no on ny v.ay. 

confab developed beta 


Ono eorioua 


'oen us in 


conneotion 

sarret we had somo prenoh 
years before. 


with a French composition. 

books that wore my unolc’s 
not realize that tho works 


In our 


thirty-five 


I did 

o so well 

Para- 

-7 stylo surrounding 


xatrian we? 
way to several 


known 


, ana I helped mysolf 

graphs that did not 


In a liberal 
natch tho Uhry liter 


them. 


Ho i wichin 
that I would try to 

come to his house, 
not woll. 


to humiliate 
disprove ny plagiaric 
•/'hen I got there I s 


n» 


no in class, and 


suspecting 

u, ho asked me to 


oon felt that all 


was 


Ho asked 

spontaneous nor convincing, 
seriousness of tho 


mr a statement of fact. 


I was noithcr 
And no impressed me with tho 


offense 


with a good thrashing. 


-bis UC.C 


against school-rules, but i 
especially invited to 

in Into 


perfect order 
the houso for tho 


with a 7i3itor 
purpose. 


I realized 


r years that this 
in ay education. 


was one of the 


cost important 


moments 


Other favorito to 


achera were Doctors Eorr~ 


ccell and 



* 


l 
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Schaefer ia Mathematics and Physicsj also Frits 
(note tho familiarity) old enough to ho ay g 
often holding up 

taught forty years before. 


Magnus 
randfather. 












z on orianolo zvj Undo lco.c .0 Uiiry whon ho 






Hi 3 2cindaes3 and good nature 
evohod a chuminoss that made you think of him 




as tho 


original n Ani Fritz. 






* 


I boliGvo I was a good mixer for I associated with 
a groat number of toys of varying traits. 




I never forsooh 


those who wore left behind., a natter contrary to the usual 
spirit of subtle eontompt for hia in 

tradition to this day. 


lower class. 


n 


persist 


in 


sort 


as a 


or 


Ash 


o 


any Frochaan. 


Sons of these 


associations 'were based chiefly o 

others were altogether 


tho 


utual 


7f 


scholastic interest 


-» 


In one 


of these groups I tried to 2 


earn the caching of all 




ads of 


areakich pipes, preferably thoso with long drop stems and 
porcelain bowls. 


I never succeeded well. 


but puffed 

"-’is probably accounts for ay dislike 


and paid the penalty. 2 




of the saxophone. 


Shis experience, 


ether with that when, 
father*s cno and oxo-half cent 


a. age nine, I stole one of ay 

should have cured 

* 

forever, but it didn’t. 


Pcrfectos, 


11 ay cravin 


S’ 


for the v 


a. 


v o e 




In the scholastic 
Hillard froa ay hone torn. 


oup I want to 




oxriion Julc 3 


He started and finished schoo 1 


together, lived in the sane boarding-house 
faailies owned adjoining places 


at 


Fcuxwlller. 


in tho synagogue, 


and yet 

Flo fact that our fathers were 


wo never played together. 
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competitors in business 

class-rush 


and that wo 


wero rivals in tho 

h-tis social aloofness. 


‘•Owa.d account for much of 
dales throughout school 


was first, l 

exception already mentioned. 


was second, with tho 
iVhca I slunpcd to fourth, 

eono of tho 


cue 


ho coved down to third, 
mistakes I had cade in 


I third: he copied 


ny nathcnatico hone 


work. 


Ho excelled 


in other subjects but had slightly tho bett 
Fhoro was loss risk in 


-or of tho bargain. 

problem than 

important 
In tho social group there were 


copying a mathematical 


then 


was ia composition, 

mrann-Chatriaa. 

~ —'-.i. Petri, Gustav lioilc^* 


c 


even from authors less 


than Ere 


Jean Rio hi. 


Petri, 


whoso fa 


-ly owned the largo Chemical 


Hcrke 


at Bouavillc 


v, was not much of 


a studone. 


Ho lived in 




palatial homo. 


set in tho 


iuat of landscaped 


gardens. I 
peacochs that strutted 


was fascinated by r 
about their large poultry yards. 


i-he turkeys and 


I was envied for tho privi- 
froodoa of houso and grounds 


legos I enjoyed in tho f 


, including 
grown there. 

4 

X novor eaw 


u:iro3triotod 


rights to the borrio 3 and fruits 
at Petri’s where tho 


It was 
him again after I loft 


smohers wero held. 


heme * 


Gustav Ecliag lived 
record for tardiness 
was in tho third 
year 3 end 

brother 


opposite tho school and held the 
• His family loft for 


America uhon he 
He returned to Earopo after 


year, 
settled at Zurich, 


a reu 

logothor with his 

srt and was well-know 


Switzerland. 

c a doalor in 


cia.m. in jo j? he bQGc^ 
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throughout Europo. 

whoro ho and lii3 siutor 


later 


oa ho spent a year in How York 
exhibited and solo. 


some paintings. 


I cam a groat deal of him during his stay her 

indebted to hin for soao of the snappiest 

that X have in cy repertoire, 
at Zurich in 1931. 


ro and I r.n 


humor cua atorica 
Eo spent two days with hia 
I hopo ho ia well and safe thor 


o now. 

loooaotlvo engineer* on the 
I believo ho studied engineer! 


Hi chi was the son of a, 
Savcrno-Haguenau line. 

I havo lost trad: of hia. 




hero wore others: 


Grancwald * 


Stephan, llbert i: 

something in the way of virtues and vices 


> * v% • 


each contributing 
to bo initated or avoided. 

hltcgether 


this group was drawn 
raised undor a variety of influences 
laboratory in tho cultivation of t 


iron 


y quarters. 


end served 


CL f1 Z1C 


no art of living 
held on a 

of press; 


with others. 


Graduation 


*' IMA «<|A 

-- o V.Jx O 


c^c 


Saturday no min 




in lato July taking 


very much the for 


day cozmaoiz 

Dop c.j? 


co- 


r.oata. 


I V7&3 


clioecu to 


chc.v off tho effioionoy of 

^7 recitation e 






cont of English. 

op shea in the 
tho applause of all 

didn’t understand 


ntitled "Willi 


an Sell, 
an-English accent 


il 


Lest Westpkalian-Alsati 


won 


, enough eighty percent of 
a word of it. 


tho 


audience 


Xuring the aft 

ndulged in by Geras 

barrols of beer 


-moon tho class held 


cl c; Com:crz, 




bra?/l i 


v© re i ty c talent c # 


Ibic 


-* fancy stone Seidels 


with lids. 


drinki 


j in 
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mythmic tempo 
capaoity had to bo 
penalty for non 


on direction of 

natohod, 

-compliance 


an oloctod 

or else - 


compandor whoso 

” n.’'i..cr tho table. 


fho 


was domotlon to tho 

&0 fOMO fc a4 t0 4o th0 waltlne at taWo 

abstain froa drinliin 

Sinking or Gaudoenuo 


rani of Facia 
cind had to 


(fez). 


-or the duration of their 
I^itur, Edito 


rr • 




eentonco. 

* Eibito (latin drinking 


Congo) cpccohes 


and comedy in 

Goring climax at a lato hour 


nany reels, 
of the doy # 


ending in a ctag- 


Reviewing tho fou 


- years at the Rcal-Gyenaaium at 

cay that tho training 


this time, I can 


was thorough prepara- 

fthen I case hero in 

rapid paco in which subJoota 


tion for tho 
1S91 I was shoclced at tho 


pursuit of any vocation. 


we re 


superficially taught hero 
Ours was sic 


' e =5 <!0l ally *» Xorolca l msaa3 
X venture to 


res. 


or but, 
ning it up l will 8 


coy, core thorough. 

St/udy, how to oystena- 


SU!> 


cay wo learned how to at 


"tiao and 


arranga our tine, how to help 
cad above all how to think and 

But what had bceo 

cultural development 
tho shaping of 
to tho depths of 


cursolvos in 
reason logically. 

all tho logic, education and 

tho Uasi 


roscai'oh. 


3 Of 

when tho poison of 


T* 


cnairo in 

cupor-Civil!sation 




-superior” ideology reduced 
demon!o and bee 


3tial 

poetry we had t 

ase then, developed tho kind 
cany of tho minute details 


savage ry? 

0 uoziorisc for which 

nonary capable of 
related, heroin* 


i'^o nllea of 


I 


caw little 

rotaiainj 


cf 


